Under the Joint Action Committee of Telangana
State Sarpanch went to the Assembly to issue
a petition to the former sarpanchs.
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PM Modi thanks ‘'sabka prayas’ for making Maha Kumbh a success

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday lauded the success-
ful conduct of the Maha Kumbh
in Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagraj,
which witnessed the participa-
tion of over 66 crore devotees.
He expressed gratitude to the
people, emphasising that
through the idea of ‘Sabka
Prayas’ (everyone’s effort), India
has presented a remarkable
example of unity to the world.
Addressing the Lok Sabha, PM
Modi said, "Today, through this
House, | bow down to the crores
of countrymen who ensured the
successful organisation of the
Maha Kumbh. | extend my heart-
felt thanks to all government offi-
cials, social workers, the people
of Uttar Pradesh, and especially
the residents of Prayagraj."
Reflecting on the magnitude of
the event, he likened it to the
mythical effort of bringing the
Ganga to Earth. "Just as a great
effort was made to bring Gangaji
to Earth, we saw a similar collec-

Nara Lokesh announces plans to
establish new universities in the state
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tive effort in organising this
grand Maha Kumbh. | had
emphasised ‘Sabka Prayas’
from the Red Fort, and the world
has now witnessed India's
strength. | thank the people of
Prayagraj for making this event a
global success," he said. The
Prime Minister underscored the
event’s role in reinforcing nation-
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al consciousness. "The Maha
Kumbh has provided a strong
response to the doubts and sus-
picions some may have about
us. Last year, during the Pran
Pratistha of the Ram Temple, we
felt that India was preparing for
the next thousand years. Now,
exactly a year later, the Maha
Kumbh has strengthened this

belief." Citing the Bhakti
Movement and its role in shap-
ing India's spiritual conscious-
ness, PM Modi mentioned fig-
ures like Swami Vivekananda,
Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh,
and Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose, whose efforts contributed
to the country’s independence.
"| see the Maha Kumbh as a
continuation of this sentiment, a
reflection of a country becoming
more self-aware. For over one-
and-a-half months, thousands of
devotees, without concern for
personal comfort, participated
with unmatched enthusiasm.
This is our strength." PM Modi
also highlighted the global
recognition of the event and
shared that he carried the holy
water of the Triveni Sangam to
Mauritius during his recent diplo-
matic visit. "The excitement and
joy of the Maha Kumbh were not
just confined to India but res-
onated even in Mauritius, where
| had the privilege of gifting the

sacred water." Acknowledging
the role of the youth in the festi-
val’'s success, he said, "India's
youth are embracing our tradi-
tions with pride. The Maha
Kumbh has strengthened the
‘Amrit of unity’ -- the most impor-
tant takeaway from this event."
He further elaborated on how the
festival reinforces national unity.
"When people from every corner
of the country come together at
the Maha Kumbh, it strengthens
our national spirit. There was no
distinction of big or small, prov-
ing that unity is deeply embed-
ded in India. In a world filled with
divisions, India stands as a shin-
ing example of unity in diversity,"
he said. PM Modi concluded by
urging people to preserve and
carry forward this spirit of unity.
"It is our collective responsibility
to sustain and nurture this feel-
ing of oneness, which is our
biggest strength."

Botsa Satyanarayana greets Pawan Kalyan
at assembly, inquires about health

Minister Nara Lokesh emphasized the
Andhra Pradesh government's commit-
ment to prioritizing education through
the introduction of the AP Private
Universities Establishment  and
Regularization Act Amendment Bill in
the Legislative Assembly. Lokesh
recalled that the initial Private
Universities Act was enacted in 2016,
with the intention of decentralizing
development in the state. He highlight-
ed the successful establishment of
Centurion University in Visakhapatnam
as a key milestone. The minister
explained that the newly proposed
amendment aims to facilitate signifi-
cant institutional changes within private
universities. Moreover, he announced
plans to attract foreign university cam-
puses to Andhra Pradesh, underscor-
ing that 70 acres have already been
allocated in Amaravati for the presti-
gious BITS Pilani institution. The gov-
ernment is also in discussions with
companies like Tata to establish a
Deep Tech University in the state.

TTD to release Arjitha
Seva tickets for June

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has
announced the online release of the quota for
includes
Archana,
Ashtadala Pada Padmaradhana for the month
of June. The registration will commence at 10
am on Tuesday, with devotees able to access
the electronic lucky dips until 10 am on the
20th of June. Tickets will then be made avail-

Srivari  Arjitha Seva, which

Suprabhatham, Thomala,

P 3 f
able at 10 am on the 21st. Additionally, the ' e /) Wl
quota for Anga Pradakshinam tokens will be Y 5 / i
released at 10am on the 22nd, while the . A/ ‘3";,
Srivani Trust Break Darshanam quota will fol- =N a _
low at 11am. At 3 pm on the same day, free Y Y o) b .

special entry darshan tokens for the elderly,
chronically ill, and disabled individuals will be
available online. Finally, tickets priced at Rs.
300 will be released at 10am on the 24th. For
further information, devotees are encouraged
to visit the official TTD website at https://ttdev-
asthanams.ap.gov.in.
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Additionally, Lokesh revealed that an
Al and Sports University is set to be

developed in Visakhapatnam. He
assured that strategic measures are
being implemented to ensure that lead-
ing universities from across the country
can establish campuses in Andhra
Pradesh, further reinforcing the state's
educational framework.

In a notable moment during a photo ses-
sion in the Andhra Pradesh Assembly on
Tuesday morning, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan was approached by for-
mer minister and YSRCP leader Botsa
Satyanarayana. The two leaders
engaged in a brief but cordial conversa-
tion, with Botsa inquiring about Pawan
Kalyan's health. The Deputy CM, who
has been dealing with back pain and has
been receiving treatment at home,
responded positively to Botsa's concerns.
Following their exchange, the two leaders
shook hands before departing. The photo
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan
are scheduled to depart for New
Delhi today at 4:30 PM, with
plans to arrive in the capital by
6:30 PM. The duo will attend a
reception hosted by Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
for his son at 7 PM, before
spending the night in the city.
During their visit, Chief Minister
Naidu is expected to engage in
discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and various
Union ministers on a range of

Chandrababu Naidu and Pawan

Kalyan Set for Delhi Visit

pressing matters. A significant
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invitation to the Prime Minister

to

Amaravati capital city project.
Additionally,

ad

funding and other developmen-

tal

Pradesh. The Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister
scheduled to return to Amaravati
tomorrow night, concluding their
brief yet pivotal visit to the
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enda item for the CM is an

attend the reopening of the

Naidu plans to
dress issues related to capital

concerns pertinent to Andhra

are

tional capital.

session featured Chief  Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan, Speaker Ayyannapatrudu,

Deputy Speaker Raghuramakrishna
Raju, and other ministers prominently
seated in the front row, while MLAs were
arranged in the back rows based on sen-
iority.Deputy Speaker Raghuramakrishna
Raju had encouraged all members to par-
ticipate in the photo session during an
assembly session the previous day,
emphasizing the importance of unity and
representation in the assembly's visual
documentation.

Sunita Williams should

reach earth safely

Karimnagar: Prominent social worker and presi-
dent of Maneru NGO Chintoju Bhaskar has
expressed his desire for American astronauts
Sunita Williams and Barry Wilmore, who have
been in space for almost nine months, to return to
the earth safely. Sunita Williams left for an eight-
day mission on June 5. But their Boeing Starliner
spacecraft encountered problems and was stuck
at the International Space Station (ISS). Sunita
Williams and Butch Wilmore, who were stuck in
space for 9 months after going on a week-long
mission, the time has come for them to step on
earth and that they will return to Earth on the 19th
of this month if the weather is favourable, he said.
He said that the Dragon capsule they are traveling
in will land on the coast of Florida in America on
Wednesday. With this, crores of people around the
world want the two astronauts to return safely,
Bhaskar said.
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Dont be Confused.

Every living being parts for
existence.

They wont stop fight,with per-
sistence.

Not only for getting food and
shelter,

They always tries to be, with-
out fear.

Always they lightens their
ignition,

To get in the society, some
recognization.

There will be different Situations.
They may fall into mis-caliculations.
They have to cross uncountable hurdles.
In real life, they have to solve puzzles.

In the mind, the people have many questions.
Ofcourse, they have also suitable answers.
Sometimes they are not applicable.

To carry on the life, they will be applicable.
To get the solution ,they will be searching.
Always in the life, they continue researching.
In some times, from the problems,they flight.
Infact, then, they will forget to fight.

Theory of karma in life will rotate,

And running behind to isolate.

Then observe the situation, carefully.

To overcome, just think peacefully.

Dont sleep yourself into the confusion.
Dont yellow your brain, to be in illusion.
Everyday make daily meditation,

It will be useful in the complication.

The blessings of God will useful to you.
That will give additional energy to you.
That will balance your mind,

To escape from the problem in any kind.
Dont stop your fight,with reasonable theory,
To get on the evil situation, clear victory.

Writer: MUKKA SATYANARAYANA
PENUGANCHIPROLU, NTR DISTRICT

Today, Khairatabad Minority Girls in Himayat
Nagar Division have given eye test at High
School and Himayat Nagar Division Corporator
Mahalakshmi Raman Goud Dr.Ramesh King Koti
Hospital (R.B.S.K. Medical Officer) Alekya
(Pharmacist) DR. Lakshmi Prasana (UPHC)
YESU LATHA (PHN) P. Narmada (Principal)
Pavitra (Nursing Officer) Smitha (PGT English)

Congress Senior Leaders Mahesh, Sandeep,
Adarsh, Jagdish, participated
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BRS Senior Leader Balaraju
Birthday Celebrations in
MLA Madhavaram Krishna

rao Camp Office

Hyderabad, March 18, Metroudayam
BRS senior leader Balarajus birthday celebra-

tions Grandly Celebreted in Kukatpally MLA

Madhavaram Krishnarao camp Office,MLA
blessed him.On this occasion the MLA covered
him with a shawl and cut his birthday cake and
wished him. Bowenpalli Retail Market commite
Chairman Makkala Satyanarayana, senior BRS
leaders Nagesh Mudiraj and Shekhar Goud and
orhers were present in this Birthday event.
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Under the Joint Action Gommiittee of Telangana State Sarpanch
went to the Assembly to issue a petition to the former sarpanchs.
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Hyderabad, March 18,
Metroudayam
Under the Joint Action Committee of
Telangana State Sarpanch went to
the Assembly to issue a petition to
the former sarpanchs.The commit-
tee members under the leadership
of state president Suravi Yadayya
Goud, Secretary General of State
Rampaka Nagayya, Secretary
Kesha Boya Mallaiah, belly
Narasimha Yadav, Manne Padma
reddy, Prabhakar, Srimalla
Megharaju and Rajender. The police
arrested the sarpanchs and rushed
to the police station to issue a mem-
orandum to the Assembly to release
the 12769 sarpanchs pending bills
to ensure that the pending bills of
the sarpanchs were held. It is dem-
ocratic that the insult to the police
station without cooperating with the
sarpanch who have been given a
peacekeeping on the Gandhian path
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of Gandhian.Revant Reddy, was in
the opposition, dharna at Indira Park
for the sarpanch bills.Now, when
Revant Reddy came to power sitting
in the CM chair, he did not talk about
the release of the sarpanchs pend-
ing bills.

It is very painful that it looks like a
dual righteousness is like a drama
when one is in power, when it is in
power. He has spent a thousand
crores on his constituency.In the
state of Telangana, 12769
sarpanchs are waiting for the bills
for the development of Villages.
More than 90 sarpanchs have com-
mitted suicide and a series of sui-
cides continues.Neither the MLA nor
the minister has been accused of
sarpanchs any day.The families of
the sarpanchs are on the road and
many are going to work on the day.
The sarpanch, who developed the
town, was executed, and many were

drunk and drunk.Asked if this was a
public rule.In practice you have

been cheating for the last 16
months. Panchayatiraj Minister
Sitakka said it would be given by
March 31st last year. But the bills
were not released.Four times have
become assembly sessions but the
bills of Sarpanch have not been
released.Villages have become
orphans since last year without pub-
lic representatives. You are not
responsible for this and the rule of
the people.

The State Sarpanch Society, who is
fighting for the bills of sarpanchs,
has been asked to dismiss all the
cases filed against the Joint Action
Committee.State Sarpanchs JAC
Presidents Yadaiah Goud Secretary
Nagaiah and Sangham representa-
tives from various districts participat-
ed in the program.

DD colony branch Narayana high school
has celebrated Student Led Conference

Hyderabad, March
18,Metroudayam
DD colony branch Narayana high
school,Amberpet has Celebrated
Student Led Conference on
Tuesday Grandly.Parent and stu-
dent conference where the student
lead the academics which com-
menced from June till date like
learning ladders,numeracy,literacy,
art and craft,stream activity, thinkers
space and learn o pedia,Parents
excited participated and analysed
the curriculum of Narayana and felt
elated. Excellent feedback back
received from parents as social
skills, communication skills and self
learning is developed in the student
through the curriculum.GM Gopal
reddy,AGM Bala parameshwar Rao,

On The Occation Of BRS
Senior Leader Balaraju
birthday, fruits
Distributed to students
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at Bowenpally Anjaiah Nagar Primary School.
Local Corporator Mudham Narasimha Yadav and
Bowenpally Retail Market Committee Chairman the
Makkala Satyanarayana were the chief guest of this
Event. Afterwards, in the Nallapochamma temple
performed special pooja. The temple administrators
covered them with shawls and felicitated them Mata
Prasadas were provided. Leaders Nagesh, Mekala
Harinath, Matti Srinu, Burri Yadagiri, Srinivas
Reddy, Pochaiah, Madhukar, Narasimha Raju
Goud, Saroja Devi, Kavitha, Uma, Gangamma,
Radha and others participated in this event.

Hyderabad, Mafch 18, Metroudayam
BRS senior leader Balaraju birthday, Event organ-

Savitha,
Coordinator Noorjahan, AO
Mallikarjun Reddy, Vice principal

R&D Meena,Principal
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Sirisha, PET& Teachers, Parents
and children Participated in this
Event.

Possible with

corporate healing
CMREF for the poor,

Musheerabad MLA Muta Gopal
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Hyderabad, March 18, Metroudayam

Musheerabad legislator distributed checks worth
two lakhs 70,000 to five beneficiaries on Tuesday at
Musheerabad
office.Speaking on the occasion, the MLA said that
the CMREF is very useful for every poor family to get
corporate healing. Five beneficiaries belonging to
the Bolakpur division were distributed by the MLA.
The event was attended by young leader jai simha,
Division President Y.Srinivas, Mohammed Ali,
Chand Pasha,
Machakurthi Prabhakar, Praveen, Kalyan and boxer
Krishna and othes were Participated.

constituency MLA camp

Shankar Goud, Media Incharge
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Cultivating
Interest in
Education

Let curiosity be the spark
that ignites,

A love for learning that
forever excites.

In the realm of educa-
tion, let interest grow,

A passion that fuels the
mind, and makes it glow.

Let the thirst for knowl-
edge be forever strong,
A desire to learn, that
lasts all life long.

Let the joy of discovery
be a constant friend,
That guides us on our
journey, till the very
end.

Let the love for learning
be a beacon bright,
That shines through the
darkness, and lights up
the night.

Let it be a flame that
burns, a fire that never
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fades,

A passion that drives
us, through lifes joys
and shades.

So let us cultivate, this
interest so true,

In the realm of educa-
tion, where knowledge
awaits anew.

Let us nurture this
spark, and let it forever
grow,

A love for learning, that
will forever glow.

HK PUNESH (SA
ENGLISH)
ZPHS BEJJUR.
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WHERE
THERES
WILL

THERES A
WAY!

Though the quotation is
an old one, ever fresh!
Ones firm WILL certainly
will show a way!

Means way for solution!

Provided zeal to seek!
Means and ways to
issue!

May feel dark
around,nothing

found!

Little lamp show the
way!

Search for alternate is
choice!

One or the other come
to

rescue!

Mere thinking do noth-
ing!

Deeper we go in nearer

WISHES
FOR A

BRIGHT
FUTURE

As you step into the
10th grade,

A new chapter unfolds,
a new stage.

The annual exams are
just around the bend,
May you pass with fly-
ing colors, and a bright
trend.

May your hard work
and dedication pay,
And your dreams and
aspirations come what
may.

May you excel in every
subject and test,

And make your family
and teachers feel truly
blessed.

As you grow and learn
with each new day,
May your confidence
and knowledge find
their way.

May you make new
friends and create
memories galore,

And cherish every
moment, forevermore.

May your future be
bright, and your path
be clear,

May your passions and
interests guide you

Poetrys =
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will be the way to out
come!

History proved many a
time,

Will power combined
with

muscle power brought
victory

to valour!

By all means, once we
do not leave will power,
theres

a smooth way to suc-
cess!

Composed by:
B.Satyanarayana Rao,

(Ba.Sa. Raa)

year by year.

May you become the
best version of your-
self, and shine so bold,
And make your mark in
the world, with a story
to be told.

Were proud of you,
and all that youve
achieved,
And well be cheering
you on, every step of
the way, as youve suc-
ceeded.
Keep shining bright,
and never give up the
quest,
Youre a star, and youll
shine at your best!
ALL THE
BEST

DR. MUKUND RAO
JADHAV.

(SA HINDI)

ZPHS BEJJUR.
K.B. ASIFABAD
DISTRICT.
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A Blessing

In the stiliness of the
night,

As the clock softly whis-
pered 2:09,

A soft breath fluttered
into the World,

A whisper from the
heavens touching
Earth.

A Soul arrived—qgentle,
pure,

Carrying the fragrance

of new beginnings,

A little heartbeat placed

newborn.

Dear son in law
With calm hands and

tenderly an unwavering heart,
In Shivanis waiting May you always be his
arms, guiding light,

In Chaitanya Krishnas  The steady shore to his
steady embrace. waves.

Oh, sweet child,

You are not just born
into this World—

You are born into love
That stretches beyond

And my dear little
one—

You are a Universe in
miniature,

A promise, a hope, a

lifetimes, song unsung.
Into prayers whispered  May life unfold gently
quietly, before you,

And may every moment
be a blessing

From our hearts to
yours.

Into smiles held back
through tears.

May your path be lit
with wonder,

May kindness cling to
your fingertips,

May the warmth of your
parents love

Be the soil in which you

As your grandmother,
my arms stretch out,
Holding not just you,
but all the dreams
That are now possible

bloom. because you are here.
May health, happiness,
My dear daughter, and boundless love

Be your forever com-
panions.

You are our light, little
one. Shine on.

Smt. Latha Murthy

Today you are more
radiant than the Moon,
Your strength, your
grace, now mirrored
In the soft gaze of your
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Jamie Lever talks ahout being typecast in the Industry:
‘Mimicked IIIB Sdihe IlGI'SOII every year

Mumbai: Johny Lever’s daugh-
ter Jamie Lever has spoken out
about being typecast in the
industry, revealing how she
spent years playing similar roles,
particularly in television.

In an exclusive interview with
IANS, she shared her desire to
break free from this pattern and
explore new characters, high-
lighting how social media has
allowed her to experiment and
showcase a different, more sen-
sitive side of herself in her
upcoming film.

Jamie shared, “Yes, absolutely.

It's somethlng that happens
often in this industry. When | d|d
my first film, | played a woman’s
role, and after that, | was offered
four more roles of a similar
nature. People tend to stick to
what’s tried and tested, which is

Posani Krishna Murali
taken into CID custody for
questioning

safe, and they often don't want
to take risks. Once a director
sees that a certain character
works, they tend to cast you in
similar roles.”

Mumbai:

Producer Rhea

“It happened a lot with me, espe-
cially in television, where | spent
many years mimicking the same
person every year. But | wanted
to break free from that and try

reposted the image on her

something new. Social media
has given me a platform to
experiment and show a different
side of myself. In this film, you
will see a much more sensitive
and soft side of me,” she added.
Meanwhile, Jamie recently fea-
tured in the short film “2050 Care
with Love,” which is available on
YouTube. It also features veter-
an actor Sulabha Arya.

Speaking about the movie, the
comedian revealed what made
her say yes to the project. Jamie
mentioned, “The subject of the
film is very touching and relat-
able. It's a story that could res-
onate with any family. When our
parents grow older, we often find
ourselves asking: How do we
take care of them? When some-
one is traveling or thinking of
moving overseas, how do we

consider our parents' feelings?
Everyone goes through this
dilemma at some point, and
that’s the reason | felt compelled
to work on this subject. What
really surprised me was that
Lakshmi Ji approached me for a
role that wasn’'t comedic.”

“As you all know, I've been doing
comedy for many years, so it
was quite a surprise that | was
offered such a role. | seized the
opportunity because it gave me
a chance to showcase my versa-
tility and present a different side
of myself to the audience. |
wanted people to see that
there’s more to me than just
comedy, and | hope they appre-
ciate this attempt,” she further
explained.

Rhea Kapoor misses sister Sonam Kapoor,
shares her playful moment with son Vayu

YSRCP leader Posani Krishna Murali has been
taken into custody by the CID police following a
court ruling permitting a one-day custody hear-
ing. He is currently on remand at Guntur Jail as
part of an ongoing CID investigation. The
authorities transferred Posani from the district
jail for questioning, which took place from 10 am
to 5 pm on Tuesday. The developments come
amidst rising attention to the case, highlighting
the implications for the political landscape in the
region.

Priyadarshi’s
‘Sarangapani Jathakam’
locks release date

After dellvermg successful films like Gentleman
and Sammohanam, Sridevi Movies and director
Mohanakrishna Indraganti are teaming up for
the third time with 'Sarangapani Jathakam', a
wholesome comedy entertainer. Starring
Priyadarshi in the lead, the film is all set to hit
theaters on April 18, making it a perfect summer
treat for audiences. Roopa Koduvayur plays the
female lead in this fun-filled family entertainer.
The film’s soundtrack has already created buzz,
with the songs “Sarango Saranga” and
“Sanchari Sanchari” becoming instant favorites.
Meanwhile, the teaser, packed with witty dia-
logues and hilarious moments, has heightened
audience expectations. Producer Sivalenka
Krishna Prasad shared his excitement about the
film’s release, stating, “The censor formalities
will be completed soon, and we are set for an
April 18 release. Mohanakrishna Indraganti has
crafted a brilliant film that promises to entertain
audiences of all ages.”

Kapoor recently took to
social media to share an
adorable photo of her sis-
ter Sonam Kapoor and her
nephew, Vayu. Sharing the
heartwarming photo, Rhea
expressed how much she
misses her sister. Taking to
her Instagram handle,
Rhea posted a sweet
photo featuring Sonam
and her son Vayu and cap-
tioned it, “major missing.”

In the image, Sonam is
seen sitting on a bench
with her little munchkin
standing beside her, his
back facing the camera.
The ‘Neerja’ star is
dressed in cozy winter
clothes, while little Vayu is
bundled up in warm attire.
The photo appears to have
been taken during one of
their vacations, capturing a
serene and loving moment
between mother and son.

Instagram stories.

Rhea and Sonam share a
close bond, often show-
casing their sisterly affec-
tion on social media. The
two are known for their
strong, supportive relation-
ship, frequently posting
pictures and heartfelt mes-
sages for each other.
Whether it's celebrating
milestones, sharing candid
moments, or simply
expressing how much they
mean to each other, Rhea
and Sonam’s posts reflect
their deep connection.
Earlier in this month,
Sonam revealed Rhea is
the only person who can
‘boss her around.” On
March 5, the 'Khoobsurat'
actress penned a heartfelt
birthday wish for her sister
Rhea. Sonam shared a
heartwarming video mon-
tage that highlighted her

Rhea, from childhood to
the present.

The montage beautifully
showcased their journey
together, filled with laugh-
ter, love, and countless
adventures they've experi-
enced over the years. For
the caption, Sonam wrote,
“‘Happy Birthday to my sis-
ter, my built-in bestie, and
the only person who can

times)! Work hard, play
harder—it's the theme of
our life! You better work,
bch! Love you, Rhee Bee !
#WorkBitch
#Birthdayprincess.”
Sonam Kapoor has fea-
tured in several films pro-
duced by her sister, Rhea
Kapoor, such as “Aisha,”
“‘Khoobsurat,” and “Veere
Di Wedding.”

Notably, Sonam also

cherished memories with

boss me around (some-

NZ thrash Pakistan by 5 wickets
to take 2-0 ser1es lead

Dunedin: New Zealand continued
their dominant run in the T20I series
against Pakistan, sealing a comfort-
able 5-wicket win in the second
match at University Oval to take a 2-
0 lead in the five-game series. In a
rain-shortened 15-overs-a-side con-
test, Pakistan, after being put into
bat, managed to post 135/9, cour-
tesy of a 28-ball 46 from captain
Salman Ali Agha, including four
boundaries and three sixes. Shadab
Khan (26) and Shaheen Shah Afridi
(22 not out) were the other signifi-
cant run-getters for the touring side.
For the hosts, Ben Sears, Ish Sodhi,
Jacob Duffy and James Neesham
bagged two wickets apiece. In reply,
opening duo Tim Seifert (45) and
Finn Allen (38) provided a brisk 66-
run first-wicket stand as New
Zealand chased down the target in
13.1 overs, losing five wickets in the
process. For Pakistan, Haris Rauf
claimed two wickets for 20 in three
overs. After stand-in skipper Michael
Bracewell opted to bowl first, Duffy
struck in the first over, forcing open-
er Hasan Nawaz. Ben Sears soon
followed up with another crucial
breakthrough, dismissing an aggres-
sive Mohammad Haris for 11. When
captain Agha attempted to counterat-
tack, playing some enterprising

strokes to rebuild the innings, Sodhi
dented Pakistan’s progress as the
spinner first dismissed Irfan Khan
and then trapped Khushdil Shah
LBW just two balls later. Agha’s 28-
ball 46 briefly threatened to give
Pakistan a competitive total, but his
dismissal in the tenth over to Sears
left the visitors struggling. Late
cameos from Shadab (26 off 14
balls) and Afridi (22 off 14 balls)
helped Pakistan to post 135/9.
Chasing 136, New Zealand openers
wasted no time shifting gears as
Allen kickstarted the chase with
three huge sixes off Mohammad Al
in the second over. Seifert joined the
onslaught in the third over, taking
Afridi apart with four sixes between

extra cover and deep square leg. By
the end of the third over, New
Zealand had smashed seven sixes.
Seifert’s knock of 45 from 22 balls
ended in the fifth over when he mis-
cued a slower delivery from
Mohammad Ali to mid-on. Allen con-
tinued his aggression, smashing
Jahandad Khan for back-to-back
sixes in the seventh over before
falling LBW on the next ball. His 38
off 16 ensured the Black Caps were
firmly in control at 88/2 in seven
overs, needing just 48 more from as
many deliveries.Then, Mark
Chapman fell cheaply to Khushdil
Shah in the next over with Rauf,
picking up crucial scalps of Daryl
Mitchell and Neesham in quick suc-
cession. However, Mitchell Hay’s
unbeaten 21 off 16 balls, along with
Bracewell’s boundary, sealed the win
for New Zealand. Pakistan 135-9, 15
overs (Salman Ali Agha 46, Shadab
Khan 26, Shaheen Shah Afridi 22 not
out; Ish Sodhi 2-17, Jacob Duffy 2-
20, Ben Sears 2-23, James
Neesham 2-26) Brief scores: New
Zealand 137/5 in 13.1 overs (Tim
Seifert 45, Finn Allen 38; Haris Rauf
2-20) beat Pakistan 135/9 in 15
overs (Salman Agha 46, Shadab
Khan 26; Jacob Duffy 2-20, Ben
Sears 2-23) by five wickets.
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