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Major reliet tor Kerala CPI(M) legislator as SC
dismisses HC' S disqualification order

New Delhi/Thiruvananthapuram: CPI(M)
legislator A. Raja on Tuesday got relief
from the Supreme Court, which upheld
his appeal challenging the Kerala High
Court's disqualification order against him
as an MLA in 2023. Raja is an MLA from
Devikulam, an Assembly seat reserved
for the Scheduled Caste community. Two
years ago, the Kerala High Court ordered
his disqualification in a case filed by
Congress-led United Democratic Front
(UDF) candidate D. Kumar, stating that
Raja did not belong to the Scheduled
Caste community for which the
Devikulam seat is reserved. Soon after
the order, Raja had filed an appeal peti-
tion before the apex court. On Tuesday,
after a long legal battle, the Supreme

AP ICET Scheduled

for May 7

The state of Andhra Pradesh is set to
mence its entrance examinations for the 2025-26
academic year on May 6, with the first exam

ECET taking place today followed by ICET,

held on May 7. The Higher Education Council

Court upheld his appeal and ordered to
reimburse all the benefits which was put
on hold following the High Court verdict

New Delhi: Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
chaired a high-level meet-
ing on Tuesday to review
preparations for a nation-
wide civil defence mock

drill scheduled for
Wednesday, May 7. The
exercise comes amid

increased security con-
cerns following the recent
terrorist
Pahalgam, which has
heightened tensions with
Pakistan. Senior officials,
including the Directors
General of Civil Defence
and the National Disaster

com-

to be

attack in |

disqualifying him as a legislator. Reacting
to this verdict, Raja, the first time CPI(M)
legislator, said he was extremely delight-
ed with the verdict. “When the High Court
verdict came, there were flaws in it, and
hence | was confident that relief would
come from the apex court,” said Raja. A
“The Kerala High Court was looking into
the rule of settlement of my parents, and
there was a rule which said all the bene-
fits of reservation are applicable to those
who came before 1950. | had shown all
documents to prove that my forefathers
settled in 1949, which | had been pointing
out, but was overlooked by the High
Court. A section of the media also took
the wrong position on this matter. After
the hearing, the Supreme Court accepted

all that we argued. This verdict has a larg-
er context too, as there are many who
suffer due to the lack of clarity in the law,
and with this verdict, all such issues have
been put to rest and will benefit many
also. The Congress-led UDF should ren-
der an apology for levelling false allega-
tions against me,” said Raja. Congress
candidate D. Kumar began his legal bat-
tle when Raja filed his nomination for the
2021 Assembly polls. Kumar pursued his
fight soon after he lost to Raja by 7,848
votes. The UDF candidate had alleged
that Raja was a converted Christian and
had submitted fake certificates to make
himself eligible to contest the seat. Now,
with the apex court clearing it, Raja and
the CPI(M) are celebrating.

India to Conduct Nationwide Civil
Defence Exercise on May 7

include strategic locations
such as Air Force stations
in places like Bakshi Ka
Talab and Sarwasa in
Uttar Pradesh, along with
cities like Lucknow,
Kanpur, Mathura, and
Saharanpur. The ongoing
review in the Home
Ministry is also assessing
the operational status of
{ civil defence infrastructure
¢ across the country. Key
2 topics include the func-
& tionality of existing equip-

B ment, training protocols
for  civilians, public
' response to emergency

has announced a series of about eight consecu-
tive entrance examinations, running until June
13. Candidates are reminded that strict adher-
ence to examination protocols is in place. The
council has emphasised that latecomers will not
be permitted entry, even if they arrive just one
minute after the scheduled start time.Hyderabad
nightlife Students are advised that hall tickets for
the exams are now available, and it is essential
to bring only the hall ticket, a personal identity
card, and a black or blue ballpoint pen to the
examination centres. The use of electronic
devices is strictly prohibited. In case of any dis-

Response Force (NDRF),
attended the meeting.
According to sources cited
by the Press Trust of India
(PTI), Chief Secretaries
and heads of civil defence
units from across the
country participated via
video conferencing. The
nationwide preparedness
drill will simulate emer-
gency scenarios such as
air raid sirens and black-

defence districts identified
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs in 2010. These
include sensitive regions
in border states such as
Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, and states in the
Northeast. Civil defence
volunteers, who play a
key role in public safety
during emergencies, will
be actively involved in the

fic and crowds and will
now be trained for more

intensive emergency
response duties. India's
civil defence framework is
largely volunteer-based,
supported by a limited
number of salaried per-
sonnel and expanded dur-
ing crises. The Home
Ministry’s 2010 catego-
rization of civil defence
districts divides 244 dis-

signals, and prepared-
ness for essential sup-
plies during
crises.Officials have
advised citizens to main-
tain emergency Kkits at
home, including medical
supplies, flashlights, can-
dles, and cash, to mitigate
the impact of potential
electronic disruptions. The
mock drill aims to rein-
force national readiness in

crepancies on the hall ticket, students should
promptly report these to the observer at the
examination venue. Furthermore, it is strongly
advised that all candidates arrive at their desig-
nated examination centres no later than thirty

minutes before the exam begins.

outs. The focus will be on
enhancing public readi-
ness and civil defence
mechanisms, especially in
259 designated civil

Earthquake tremors felt in Prakasam
district of Andhra Pradesh

The residents in Andhra Pradesh experi-
enced a wave of alarm today as a slight
earthquake tremor rattled several areas in
Prakasam district. Locals reported feeling
the ground shake for a brief second in the
mandals of Podili, Darsi, Kurichedu, and
Mundlamuru. Accompanying the tremors
were loud noises, prompting frightened indi-
viduals to rush out of their homes.
Hyderabad nightlife In neighbouring
Telangana, tremors were also reported on
Monday, affecting the districts of
Karimnagar, Rajanna Sircilla, Jagityala,
Nirmal, and Peddapalli. The movements
were significant enough to induce panic
among residents, who fled their homes as
objects rattled and the earth shook momen-
tarily. Particularly, the impact was noted to
be severe in Karimnagar district, with resi-
dents of Choppadandi, Gangadhara, and
Ramadugu mandals feeling the tremors

&

acutely. This series of seismic activity has
heightened tensions across multiple areas,
particularly in Prakasam district, as commu-
nities remain on alert for further distur-
bances.

drill. These volunteers,
particularly in states like
Delhi, West Bengal, and
Punjab,

engaged in managing traf-

tricts in 25 states into
three sensitivity cate-
gories. These are sepa-
rate from standard admin-
istrative divisions

the face of evolving secu-
rity threats and ensure
swift and coordinated
responses across civil
defence units.

are regularly

and

Former Gannavaram

MLA Vallabhaneni Vamsi's
remand extended

Former MLA of Gannavaram Vallabhaneni
Vamsi Mohan was again received a blow in B
court when his remand in the case related to the
alleged kidnapping and intimidation of
Satyavardhan, a Gannavaram TDP office
employee, was extended. After being produced
before the judge initially as his remand period
was expiring, Vamsi was informed that the court
had decided to extend his custody until the 13th
of this month. Police sources have indicated
that Vamsi's remand will be 90 days as of that
date, leading to speculation about his eligibility
for bail thereafter. While he is detained at present for the Satyavardhan
case, several additional charges have been filed against him since his
arrest, which puts into question the effect these additional cases will have
on his release. With the legal process in progress, the court's order in
extending Vamsi's remand has resulted in him getting back to the
Vijayawada sub-jail.
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6 months’ pending
salaries released for
NHM employees

~R

Nagarkurnool: Over 60 employees working under
the National Health Mission (NHM) in various
departments across Nagarkurnool district had
been struggling without salaries for the past six

months, facing severe financial hardship.
Highlighting their plight, The Hans India published
a detailed report last month titled, ‘NHM employ-
ees suffer without salaries for 6 months.’Local
events Responding to the report, officials from
the District Medical and Health Department took
swift action and credited the pending salaries
directly into the employees’ bank accounts.
Authorities confirmed that salaries were dis-
bursed to a total of 62 employees. These contract
workers, who had repeatedly appealed to the
concerned officials without success, expressed
deep gratitude to The Hans India for bringing their
issue to light and helping them find relief.

TGRTC Workers’ Strike
Postponed Following
Successful Talks

The planned strike by RTC workers has been
postponed after successful negotiations between
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar and leaders of the
RTC Joint Action Committee (JAC). ever the past
two days, Minister Ponnam has been actively
engaging with various trade unions to find a reso-
lution. A meeting at the RTC JAC Secretariat took
place today, where it was announced that the
strike would be temporarily called off due to the
positive outcome of the discussions. In a support-
ive move, the government has established a com-
mittee comprised of three senior IAS officers—
Lokesh Kumar, Naveen Mittal, and Krishna
Bhaskar—to further engage with the unions. This
committee will conduct negotiations and subse-
quently submit a report to the government.
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NSA Doval meets PM Modi amid
escalating India-Pak tensions over
Pahalgam terror attack

National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday for the second
time in the past 48 hours,
amid escalating tensions
with Pakistan following the
Pahalgam terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir,
which claimed 26 lives.
The back-to-back high-
level consultations come
just ahead of the nation-
wide mock security drills to
be conducted on
Wednesday, the first such
exercise since the 1971
war, under the Home
Ministry's directive to bol-
ster civil defence pre-
paredness in the event of
a hostile attack. Over the
past few days, the Prime
Minister has convened
multiple meetings with
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, NSA Doval, Chief
of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan, and the
chiefs of the Army, Navy,
and Air Force, significantly
intensifying discussions
around a military response
to the Pahalgam incident.
The Resistance Front, a
proxy outfit of the
Pakistan-based terror
group Lashkar-e-Taiba,
has claimed responsibility
for the April 22 attack,
which stands as the dead-
liest terror strike in India
since the 2019 Pulwama
tragedy that killed 40

CRPF personnel.
Government sources indi-
cate that in a crucial meet-
ing last week, the Prime
Minister granted the Indian
armed forces full opera-
tional freedom to deter-
mine the nature, targets,
and timing of India's mili-
tary response. These
developments signal a
resolute shift in India's
stance toward cross-bor-
der terrorism emanating
from Pakistani soil. Further
reinforcing India's pre-
paredness, Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh met
PM Modi at his 7, Lok
Kalyan Marg residence on
Sunday. The high-level
meeting, which lasted for
45 minutes, was the sec-
ond such engagement
between the Prime
Minister and the military
leadership  within 24
hours. A day earlier, the

Prime Minister had held
detailed discussions with
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi,
Chief of the Naval Staff.
The government has con-
sistently maintained that
the Pahalgam attack was
orchestrated with the
direct involvement of
Pakistan's deep state,
which has long been
accused of sponsoring
cross-border terrorism. In
response to mounting evi-
dence, India has initiated a
series of strong diplomatic
and strategic countermea-
sures. These include
revoking visas for
Pakistani nationals, halting
cultural and trade
exchanges, deporting
Pakistani citizens from
Indian soil, and suspend-
ing the 65-year-old Indus
Waters Treaty. India has
also closed the Attari-
Wagah border crossing

and shut its airspace to
Pakistani commercial air-
craft. Indian authorities
have said there is con-
crete input linking the
assault to terror ouffits
supported by the Pakistani
establishment. The ongo-
ing ceasefire violations
along the Line of Control,
with unprovoked firing
from Pakistani posts for
the past 12 days, have
only added to the already
charged atmosphere. The
Indian Army has respond-
ed proportionately to these
breaches. Prime Minister
Modi, in his first public
remarks following the
Pahalgam tragedy, struck
a stern note, declaring,
"The terrorists, their han-
dlers, and their backers
will be chased and hunted
down to the ends of the
earth."

Election Commission Meets BSP Chief
Mayawati to Discuss Electoral Process

New Delhi: The Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar, along with Election

Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi, held an
interaction today with the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) delegation led
by its National President, Kumari
Mayawati, at Nirvachan Sadan, New
Delhi. The meeting focused on
issues related to electoral roll revi-
sions and the training of booth-level
agents.?This interaction is part of
the Election Commission of India's
ongoing initiative to engage regular-
ly with national and state political
parties, aiming to strengthen the
electoral process through collabora-
tive dialogue. Such meetings pro-
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vide a platform for political parties to
share their suggestions and con-
cerns directly with the
Commission.? During the discus-
sion, Mayawati highlighted concerns
regarding the accuracy of electoral

rolls and emphasized the need for
comprehensive training programs
for booth-level agents to ensure fair
and transparent elections. The
Commission acknowledged these
concerns and reiterated its commit-
ment to addressing them within the
existing legal framework.? The ECI
has previously conducted 4,719 all-
party meetings, including 40 by
Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs), 800
by District Election Officers (DEOs),
and 3,879 by Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs), engaging over
28,000 representatives from various
political parties. These interactions
aim to resolve pending polling
booth-level issues and enhance the
overall electoral process.

From Shah Rukh Khan to Diljit Dosanjh,
Priyanka Chopra Jonas to Kiara Advana:
India’s Glamorous Turn at Met Gala

The 2025 Met Gala, held at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
City, embraced the theme "Superfine:
Tailoring Black Style," celebrating Black
dandyism- a fashion movement that
reclaims elegance and identity through
tailored style. This year's dress code,
"Tailored for You," encouraged personal-
ized interpretations of the theme, leading
to a showcase of diverse and culturally
rich ensembles. India’s Glamorous Turn
at the Met Gala Indian celebrities made a
significant impact at the event, blending
traditional aesthetics with contemporary
fashion. Shah Rukh Khan's Regal Debut
Make way for Badshah of Bollywood,
Shah Rukh Khan, as he made a grand
entrance in his Met Gala debut, donning
a custom ensemble by Sabyasachi

Mukherjee. His attire featured intricate
embroidery and a silhouette reminiscent
of royal Indian attire, aligning seamlessly
with the evening's theme. Diljit Dosanjh's
Maharaja Moment Singer and actor Diljit
Dosanjh turned heads as the first tur-
baned artist at the Met Gala, wearing a
regal Prabal Gurung creation. His
Maharaja outfit, blending traditional
Indian elements, defined his roots as his
cape paid an ode to Punjab’s flag,
Gurbani. Paired with contemporary
design, his look was lauded as a perfect
fusion of cultural heritage and modern
fashion. His debut took another turn as
the crossover between desi Munda Diljit
and global sensation Shakira wasn’t in
anyone’s Bingo card. Kiara Advani's
Maternal Tribute Expectant mother Kiara

Advani made her Met Gala debut in a
sculptural Gaurav Gupta gown symboliz-
ing motherhood. The design featured two
hearts connected by an umbilical cord
motif, celebrating the journey of pregnan-
cy with elegance and innovation.
Priyanka Chopra Jonas: A Vision in
Balmain Marking her fifth Met Gala
appearance, Priyanka Chopra Jonas
graced the red carpet in a custom
Balmain couture gown, complemented by
exquisite Bulgari jewelry. Accompanied
by her husband, Nick Jonas, who was
seen posing alongside his wife. The cou-
ple captivated onlookers with their coordi-
nated elegance. Other Notable Indian
Appearances Isha Ambani exuded
sophistication in an Anamika Khanna
ensemble, embodying the theme's

emphasis on tailored elegance. But what
truly stole the spotlight was her opulent
jewellery- cascading layers of statement
pieces that transformed her into a vision
of modern-day royalty. Natasha
Poonawalla showed up in a custom
Manish Malhotra couture piece, blending
traditional Indian craftsmanship with con-
temporary flair. Designer Manish
Malhotra himself attended the event,
highlighting the growing influence of
Indian fashion on the global stage. The
2025 Met Gala not only celebrated the
richness of Black dandyism but also high-
lighted the global tapestry of fashion, with
Indian celebrities making significant sar-
torial statements that resonated with the
evening's theme.
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Waves crashed gently,
the tide did sing,

Of unity forged in
everything.

The mountains rose,
steep and bold,

Their secrets whis-
pered, their stories told.
With every climb, my
spirit soared,

On heights where our
loves essence poured.

The valleys opened,
lush and wide,

A haven where our
hearts could hide.

We drank the streams

When dawn emerged,
soft and slow,

Its golden touch let the
rivers glow.

And there we stood,
where love had grown,
In a wilderness we
could call our own
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Banaganapalle: Sheikh Suhana, an
eighth-grade student from Nehru
English Medium High School,
Banaganapalle, has brought laurels
to Andhra Pradesh by playing a piv-
otal role in securing first place at the
National Target Ball Championships
held in Agra, Uttar
Pradesh.Hyderabad nightlife
Recognising her achievement,
Minister for Roads & Buildings,
Investments, and Infrastructure BC
Janardhan Reddy personally felici-
tated Suhana at his office on
Monday. He praised her outstanding
performance and lauded her contri-
bution to the Andhra Pradesh team,
which emerged as the national
champion in the tournament con-
ducted from April 25 to 29.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said Suhana’s success is a
matter of pride not only for the State
but also for the Banaganapalle con-
stituency. He commended her for
earning a place in the State team
and representing it with distinction at
the national Ilevel. Hyderabad

nightlife Janardhan Reddy also
appreciated the role of Suhana’s
parents, the management of Nehru
High School, and her physical edu-
cation teachers in nurturing her tal-
ent. He assured that the State gov-
ernment remains committed to sup-
porting and developing sports and
young athletes. School correspon-

[ S ’i" L B e e
dent Koduru Harinath Reddy, aca-
demic director Koduru Kamal Teja
Reddy, managing director Koduru
Raviteja Reddy, and the school’s
physical education staff also con-
gratulated Suhana, expressing their
happiness over her achievement.
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NOTHING IS
USELESS!

Never think anything as
useless!

Ones useless is anothers
useful!

Why some think some as
useless!

When anything available
more than

need!

Most think the remaining
as waste

and useless!

This is wrong assump-
tion!

Take for example a big
feast arranged!

Many many dishes are
made!

Serving and eating
aspect over!

Many items are left over!

Generally,people throw in
dust

bins!

Think a while,how many
poor are

there starving for food!
Cantwe serve the
remained eatables?
Cant we meet their hun-

wednesday May 7 2025
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gry pain?

Where there is a will
theres a way!

Intially do not prepare
more than

demand!

If excess found,make the
food packets

and deliver to poor chil-
dren!

Theres a moral proverb
Manliness is

only the Godliness!

Think a while is every-
thing to be
treated as useless?
Composed by:
B. Satyanarayana Rao,
(Ba.Sa .Raa)
Vijayawada.
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India World No 1 in ODIs, T20Is

Dubai: ICC rankings, India
cricket, Australia cricket, T20I
rankings, ODI rankings, Test
rankings The latest rankings,
which rate all matches played
since May 2024 at 100 per cent
and those of the previous two
years at 50 per cent, see a
record 100 teams listed in T20ls
after the annual update. In ODls
annual update, India have
improved their lead from 12to 15
points and are at 124 rating
points New Zealand, who were
the runners-up in Champions
Trophy, have edged ahead of
Australia to second place. But
Sri Lanka have emerged as the
biggest improvers — up two
places from sixth to fourth,
leapfrogging Pakistan and South
Africa. Afghanistan have gone

Pragya Jaiswal embraces
summer vibes

Actress Pragya Jaiswal is
all set to shine brighter in
2025 with two major Telugu
film releases on the horizon.
After winning hearts as

ALY

past England while the West
Indies have moved above
Bangladesh to take ninth posi-
tion. In terms of T20Is, India are
also staying clear at the top,

even though their lead over
Australia is reduced from 10 to
nine points. There are no other
changes in the top six with 2022
winners England, New Zealand,

two-time champions West Indies
and South Africa following in that
order. 2014 winners Sri Lanka
have overtaken 2009 champions
Pakistan to be at seventh posi-
tion while Ireland are now ahead
of Zimbabwe in 11th position.
The biggest gain in terms of rat-
ing points is for Canada, whose
nine-point surge lifts them into
19th position and ahead of
Oman, who are the biggest los-
ers in terms of ranking points,
with an eight-point  drop.
Bahamas (up eight places to
51st) and Estonia (up seven
places to 61st) are the biggest
gainers in the annual update,
which took 100 teams into
account as they have all played
at least eight T20ls in the past
three years. When the global

rankings were launched in 2019,
there were 80 ranked teams.
Meanwhile, in Tests, Australia
maintain their top position in
Tests via 126 rating points,
though their lead is reduced from
15 to 13 points. England have
moved into second place. But
more than these victories, their
rating has improved because of
the removal of their results in
2021-22, when they lost all three
series. South Africa and India
have dropped a place each to
third and fourth respectively but
the remaining places remain
unchanged with only 10 teams
ranked as of now. Ireland need
to play one more Test in the next
year to acquire a ranking while
Afghanistan need to play three
more games to join the list.

Vivek Dahiya reveals how Shah Rukh
Khan's song ‘Main Yahaan Hoon’ left

lasting imprint on his heart

Kaveri in Daaku Maharaaj,
she is gearing up for action-
packed roles in Tyson
Naidu, opposite
Bellamkonda Sai Srinivas,
and Akhanda 2, reuniting
with Nandamuri
Balakrishna. Before diving
back into intense shoot
schedules, Pragya treated
fans to a breezy summer
moment. Celebrating World
Laughter Day, she shared a
radiant photo of herself in a :

light purple dress, her hair rowmg freely as she tW|rIed
with a soft smile and fiery charm. The effortless look
captured the spirit of the season — relaxed, elegant,
and full of joy. Her subtle celebration proved that she
doesn’t need exaggerated expressions or punchlines to
grab attention. With back-to-back big projects and a
growing fanbase, Pragya’s combination of poise and
powerhouse performances is making waves. The
actress's laid-back yet confident style moment is just a
glimpse of the storm she’s set to bring on screen. As
filming progresses on her upcoming ventures, fans can
expect to see a lot more of Pragya — both in fierce
avatars on screen and chic appearances off it. One
thing’'s for sure: this summer, and the year ahead,
belong to her.

Mumbai: Television actor
Vivek Dahiya opened up
about the profound emo-
tional connection he has
with Shah Rukh Khan's
iconic song "Main Yahaan
Hoon." The actor shared
how the track left a lasting
imprint on his heart, res-
onating deeply with him
on a personal level.
Taking to Instagram,
Vivek posted a video of
himself in the car, where
he is seen lip-syncing to
the song from the film
“Veer-Zaara.” Alongside
the clip, he spoke about
the song’s powerful influ-
ence, revealing the lasting
impact it has had on his
emotional landscape.
Vivek Dahiya wrote,
“‘About last night when |
was travelling back from
@hungamaott success
party. At this hour, you will
often find me cherishing
this chapter of my life - my

university days when
Main Yahaan Hoon from
Veer Zaara became more
than just a song. It
became a feeling. There’s
an ineffable charm in its
melody, a quiet intensity
in every word that still
lingers within me. Yash
Chopra’s vision of love, so
timeless and poetic paired
with @iamsrk soulful por-
trayal, made this song a

lasting imprint on my
heart. It's not just music -
i's a memory, a mood,
and a reminder of how
deeply art can move us.”
‘Main Yahaan Hoon,”
sung by Udit Narayan with
lyrics penned by Javed
Akhtar, features Shah
Rukh Khan and Preity
Zinta. Meanwhile, Vivek
Dahiya often shares
glimpses of both his per-

sonal and professional life
on social media. Just a
few days ago, he took to
Instagram to post a leg
workout video, revealing
that he filmed it after com-
pleting a grueling set of
500 squats — a session
that left him completely
drained. “Crushing leg
workout end of the week!
This routine came post
500 squats so I'm really
DONE! (sic),” he wrote as
the caption. On the work
front, Vivek has made a
mark on television with
popular shows such as
“Yeh Hai Mohabbatein”
and “Qayamat Ki Raat.”
He also clinched victory in
the dance reality show
“‘Nach Baliye 8” in 2017.
Recently, the actor shared
that he has no intention of
joining “Bigg Boss”, the
much-talked-about reality
show hosted by Salman
Khan.

Very tough, 1t did get too much 1n the end:
Kohli's reflects on captaincy pressure

New Delhi: Former India and
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
captain Virat Kohli said that he
moved away from the leadership
role after more than eight years
as it was getting "really tough"
for him to meet the demands of
it. Kohli first led the U-19 Indian
team to the U19 World Cup in
2008 and then went on to take
up the leadership role for his
franchise as well as India. The
talismanic batter did exceptional-
ly well in the leadership role for
India but failed to lift the title for
RCB. ‘At one point, it did
become tough for me because
there was just too much happen-
ing in my career. | was captain-
ing India for a period of 7-8
years. | captained RCB for 9
years. There were expectations
on me from a batting perspective
in every game that | played. |
didn't have this sense that the
attention was off me," Kohli said
on RCB Podcast — Mindset of a
Champion. "If it wasn't captain-
cy, it would be batting. | was
exposed to it 24x7. It did get very
tough on me, and it did get too
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much in the end. That's why |
stepped down because | felt like
if I've decided | want to be in this
place, | need to be happy. | need
to have a space in my life where
| can just come and play my
cricket without being judged,
without being looked at as what
are you going to do this season
and what's going to happen
now," he added. The 36-year-old
said that his association with
RCB since the inception of the

tournament is more than any sil-
verware. “For me, what's more
valuable is the relationship and
the mutual respect that has been
created over so many years
(with RCB). And I'm just going to
say it now, whether we win or we
don't win, it's fine. This is my
moment. The love that I've
received from the fans, | don't
think any silverware, or any tro-
phy can come close to that
because the impact of that love

from people hits you very differ-
ent to winning something and
the next morning it's all gone.
This, | feel, will stay with me for
life," Kohli said. Reflecting on
Mark Boucher’s impact on his
game as a youngster, the former
captain said the Proteas wicket-
keeper-batter identified his short
ball trouble and tried to over-
come it. “Mark Boucher had the
biggest impact on me as a young
player. He was the only one who
came in with the mindset to gen-
uinely help young Indian players.
He identified my weaknesses
without me even asking and
said, “You need to work on the
short ball, no one will give you a
chance in international cricket if
you can't pull.” He kept working
with me relentlessly, and | start-
ed improving. "l still remember
him telling me, ‘If | come to com-
mentate in India four years from
now and don’t see you playing
for India, you'd be doing a dis-
service to yourself.” That really
pushed me to keep getting bet-
ter.” On breaking into the Indian
team and the guidance from

Gary Kirsten and MS Dhoni,
Kohli said he got backing from
both of them to play at no. 3 dur-
ing the initial stage of his inter-
national career. “| was very real-
istic about my abilities. Because
| had seen a lot of other people
play. And | did not feel like my
game was anywhere close to
theirs. The only thing that | had
was determination. And if | want-
ed to make my team win, | was
willing to do anything. That was
the very reason | got chances to
play for India initially. And Gary
and MS made it very clear to me
that we are backing you to play
at number three. "This is what
you can do for the team. What
you represent on the field, your
energy, your engagement, is of
the biggest value to us. We want
you to play that way. So, | was
never looked at as this outright
match winner who can change
the game from anywhere. But |
had this thing, I'm going to stay
in the fight. I'm not going to give
up. And that is what they
backed.," Kohli said.
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