Change in PKL 12 schedule:
Chennai leg concludes on Oct 10,

Delhi leg commences on Oct 11
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Modi Embarks On Critical Asia Tour
Amid US Trade Tensions

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is undertak-
ing a significant diplomatic journey to Asia
this week, visiting Japan and China at a
time when India faces mounting pressure
from the United States over trade policies
and energy purchases. The tour comes
against the backdrop of newly implemented
American tariffs that have doubled duties

on Indian imports to 50 percent, creating an !

urgent need for India to strengthen relation-
ships with alternative partners. Modi's
eastward diplomatic mission begins with his
departure on Thursday evening for Japan,
where he will remain until August 30 for the
15th India-Japan Annual Summit with Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba. This marks the
Indian leader's first standalone visit to
Japan in nearly seven years and represents
his inaugural annual summit meeting with
Ishiba, making it a particularly significant
diplomatic engagement between the two
nations.  Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
has emphasized the importance of the
Japan visit, describing it as an opportunity
for both prime ministers to conduct an in-
depth review of bilateral ties while exchang-
ing views on regional and global issues of
mutual importance. The meetings are
expected to launch several new initiatives
designed to build greater resilience in the
relationship and address emerging opportu-
nities and challenges facing both countries.
Following his Japan engagement, Modi will
travel to China's Tianjin for the 25th meeting
of the Heads of State of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, scheduled for

Pawan Kalyan Engages
Workers in
Visakhapatnam Meetings
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August 31 and September 1. This visit

comes at the invitation of Chinese
President Xi Jinping and will bring together
leaders from ten member nations, including
some of the world's most influential political
figures under one roof. The Shanghai
Cooperation Organization summit will fea-
ture a remarkable gathering of global lead-
ers, including Russian President Viadimir
Putin and Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. The presence of these
leaders creates a unique diplomatic envi-
ronment where Modi will have opportunities
for multiple bilateral engagements, though
officials are still finalizing the specific meet-
ing arrangements and agendas. The timing
of Modi's encounter with Pakistani Prime
Minister Sharif is particularly noteworthy, as
it marks the first occasion since the India-
Pakistan military conflict in May that both

Andhra Pradesh CM
Reviews Family Benefit
Monitoring System

Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu
Naidu held a
review meeting
regarding the
Family Benefit

Monitoring System
at the Secretariat
on Thursday.
During the session,

he proposed the introduction of a 'family card'

leaders will attend the same international
event. This coincidence presents potential
opportunities for diplomatic engagement,
though no formal bilateral meetings
between the two leaders have been con-
firmed at this stage. Questions remain
about whether Modi will hold bilateral dis-
cussions with Russian President Putin dur-
ing the summit. When asked about poten-
tial meetings with the Russian leader,
Foreign Secretary Misri indicated that final-
ization of such arrangements is still under-
way, promising to provide briefings on any
proceedings that emerge from these
engagements. Modi's diplomatic tour
occurs as India grapples with escalating
trade tensions with the United States under
President Donald Trump's administration.
The American government has implement-
ed a comprehensive tariff regime targeting
Indian exports, with the most recent 25 per-
cent increase specifically imposed as a
penalty for India's continued purchase of
discounted Russian oil. These additional
duties, combined with existing tariffs, have
created a 50 percent barrier on numerous
Indian products entering the American mar-
ket. The American tariff strategy reflects
Trump's "America First" agenda and his
administration's broader approach to global
trade relationships. The United States has
cited unfair trade practices, lack of recipro-
cal market access, and India's energy rela-
tionship with Russia as justifications for
these punitive measures. Interestingly,
China, despite purchasing significantly

ations supported by the

Force and Army using two helicop-
ters. DGP Jitender highlighted the
formation of the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), compris-
ing 2,000 personnel, who are con-
ducting rescue operations in coordination with the National Disaster

more Russian oil than India, has not faced
similar penalties specifically related to ener-
gy imports from Russia. Against this chal-
lenging backdrop, Modi's visit to China
takes on added significance as both nations
seek to improve their historically complex
relationship. The two Asian giants are
actively working to thaw diplomatic ties,
with resuming direct flights after a five-year
gap being part of their broader reconcilia-
tion efforts. Additionally, India and China
are engaged in discussions about easing
various trade barriers, including the poten-
tial reopening of border trade at three
strategic Himalayan crossing points. The
diplomatic initiatives between India and
China represent a pragmatic approach to
regional stability and economic coopera-
tion, particularly important as both nations
face external trade pressures from the
United States. The Shanghai Cooperation
Organization summit provides an ideal plat-
form for advancing these bilateral discus-
sions while also engaging with other region-
al powers on matters of mutual interest.
Modi's strategic timing for this Asian tour
demonstrates India's commitment to diver-
sifying its diplomatic and economic relation-
ships in response to changing global
dynamics. As traditional partnerships face
new challenges, India is actively seeking to
strengthen ties with regional partners and
explore alternative frameworks for interna-
tional cooperation that better serve its
national interests and long-term strategic
objectives.

Telangana DGP alerts officials
amid heavy rainfall in the state

In response to severe rainfall affect-
ing Telangana, state DGP Jitender
has announced that authorities are
on high alert. So far, 2,000 individu-
als have been rescued from the
flood-affected areas, with the oper-
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Jana Sena Party leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan is taking
significant steps to connect with party
workers and the public. He has initiated a
series of meetings in Visakhapatnam, set
to commence today and continue for
three days. Kalyan plans to meet with
both party leaders and workers, with a
strong turnout expected from representa-
tives of both Telugu states. Arrangements
for these meetings have been finalised
by party officials. During the sessions,
Pawan Kalyan will address recent politi-
cal developments and discuss welfare
initiatives implemented by the coalition
government. On 29th October, he intends
to select ten active members from each
assembly constituency who have been
with the party since its inception to
engage in discussions on various issues.
The evening will feature cultural events
aimed at celebrating the cultural heritage
of Uttarandhra. Meetings are scheduled
to take place at the Municipal Stadium
and YMCA Hall on Beach Road.
Additionally, a large public meeting is
planned at the Indira Gandhi
Priyadarshini Stadium on 30th October,
where Pawan Kalyan is expected to
speak at 6 PM. The ongoing Sena-Sena
meetings led by Pawan Kalyan are inject-
ing renewed energy into the Jana Sena
Party. Party leaders express their enthu-
siasm over Kalyan's commitment to the
party, believing it will inspire Jana Sainiks
and contribute to strategic planning for
future initiatives.

Response Force (NDRF). He stated that the teams are focused on
ensuring no lives are lost during this critical period and have been
achieving commendable results since last year. During an inter-
view with ABN Andhra Jyothi on Thursday, DGP Jitender reported
ongoing heavy rainfall across Telangana. He assured that the
police department is executing prompt relief measures, particularly
as Vinayaka Chavithi celebrations are underway. While acknowl-
edging that rain in Hyderabad has mostly occurred during the night
and posed no immediate threat, he expressed confidence in the
city’s preparedness to handle further heavy rainfall and flooding.
Relief teams have been organised from the DGP office, and it was
noted that significant damage has occurred to main roads in
Kamareddy and Siddipet districts, along with the destruction of a
railway track. DGP Jitender confirmed that measures are being
implemented to restore transport infrastructure swiftly.

for every household in the state, akin to the
Aadhaar system. The Chief Minister directed
officials to ensure that this card includes com-
prehensive details about government schemes
and emphasised the need for regular updates.
“Field-level information should be gathered
about family needs. The system must be
designed to facilitate immediate access to gov-
ernment welfare as required. We must avoid sit-
uations where families are excluded from
receiving benefits. We should also rethink our
schemes to ensure they are inclusive.
Furthermore, the introduction of a population
policy should be addressed promptly,” stated
CM Chandrababu.

Inflow to Krishna river increases at Prakasam
barrage, first danger warning in place

In light of heavy rainfall in the upper
catchment areas, authorities have
issued a first danger warning for the
Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada as
flood flow in the Krishna River contin-
ues to rise. NTR District Collector
Lakshmi reported that an influx of
405,790 cusecs of water has currently
reached the barrage, prompting the
opening of 66 gates to manage the
excess water. Also Read - Krishnamma
rivers overflows at Prakasam Barrage,
69 gates lifted Residents of low-lying
areas are being urged to stay vigilant,
with officials establishing 33 emergency
rehabilitation centres throughout the
NTR district for those in need of safe

Despite 30 to 40 cm of rainfall recorded
in Thiruvur last night, officials have
assured that there are no significant
issues, even as water levels have risen
near Budameri. People are advised to
avoid going outdoors during thunder-
storms and lightning. Collector Lakshmi
emphasised the importance of adher-
ing to official guidelines, stating that
public alertness is crucial to ensuring
safety. A special control command cen-
tre has been established at the NTR
Collectorate to continually monitor the
flood situation. Collaborative efforts
among officers from various depart-
ments are underway to effectively man-
age the present conditions.

shelter In addltlon |nd|V|duaIs living in
hilly regions are reminded to exercise
caution, particularly as authorities have
identified residences at risk for land-
slides. Residents are encouraged to
relocate to the designated centres if
instructed to do so by secretariat staff.
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Co-operation should be
needed for the replace-
ment of electricity poles in
Boduppal road widening

Thotakura Ajay Yadav meets TGSPDCL CMD
Musharraf Ali

Medipally August:28 (Metro udayam)
In the wake of the road widening work being done

under the Boduppal Municipal Corporation,
TGSPDCL CMD Musharraf Ali was requested by
former Boduppal Mayor Thotakura Ajay Yadav at
their office in Mint Compound on Thursday to take
action on the issue of replacement of electricity
poles. CMD Musharraf Ali instructed the con-
cerned officials to take immediate steps to
rearrange the poles where necessary so that the
people do not face any difficulties. Former Mayor
Ajay Yadav expressed hope that through these
measures, travel facilities will increase for the res-
idents of Boduppal and traffic problems will be
reduced in the coming days. Among those who
met the CMD were Congress Party B Block
General Secretary Kotha Kishore Goud and for-
mer Corporator Kiran Kumar Reddy.

Getting promotions

teachers- great pleasure
& grateful to the
Telangana government

Jangao,August 28,Metroudayam: The mandal
prtus ts body conducted a review meeting and
resolutions made in the presence of The presi-
dent of PRTU TS Janagama Mandal, Mr.
Boggarapu Srinivas&body members appealed
that the Government should take up teacher
appointments immediately as the Telangana State
Government has promoted teachers and school
assistants as Gazetted Headmasters and
Secondary Grade Teachers as School Assistants
but due to the lack of adequate number of
Secondary Grade Teachers in the primary school,
quality of education can not be provided at the pri-
mary level. Teachers union members expressed
their happiness and thankful to the Telangana
government, Mandal President Boggarapu
Srinivas, Mandal General Secretary MD Jaleel,
Vice Presidents Laxman Babu, Narasaiah,
Woman Vice-President Mrs. Sharada Women s
secretary Sangeetha Secretary V. Santosh Kumar
shared their opinions positively & successfully.

Vasishta N. Simha on His New Film:
“Cinema Can Be a Medium to
Reconnect With Our Mythology”

At a recent press conference, The Hans India
asked Vasishta N. Simha about the rising trend of
mythological storytelling in Indian cinema, espe-
cially in the context of his upcoming film,
Tribanadhari Barbarik.Free insurance Reflecting
on the phenomenon, Simha acknowledged the
influence of films like Baahubali in setting a trend
that has inspired filmmakers across the country.
‘Baahubali set a trend and really paved the way
for Mythological characters and if flmmakers are
following that trend, it's amazing: salute to them,”
he said. The actor emphasized that cinema can
play an important role in reviving cultural and his-
torical awareness among younger generations.
“We know our history, it is very vast but what we
often read in books is adulterated. If through
movies we can advocate the true side of mythol-
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Lavanya was selected for Telugu
Tezam National Award.

Jangaon, August 28,
Metroudayam:
Renowned poetess
Budarapu Lavanya from
Jangaon district has been
selected for the Telugu
Tejam National Award to
be presented on the occa-
sion of the birth anniver-

sary of Gidugu
Ramamurthy, the father of
Telugu language, in

Palnadu, Andhra Pradesh.
National President of Sri
Sri Kalavedika Dr. G.
Srinivasa Rao said that
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who have been continu-
ously creating literature at

been selected for this
award. Kattimanda Pratap
said in the invitation card
sent to Lavanya.

The poets, artists, art and
literary organizations of
the district have
expressed happiness over
the award to Lavanya,
who has been writing
poems and songs on vari-
ous topics for decades
and uploading them on
social media and
YouTube. President of the
Poets and Artists Forum

Cultural Society president
Ayila Somanar
asimhachari, Kavi
Hridayam Sahitya Vedike
president Petloju
Someswara Chary, Sri Sri
Kalavedika Janagama dis-
trict president Lagisetty

Prabhakar, Potabathini
Bhaskar, Dr. Vemula
Sadanandam, Gaddam
Manoj, Tallapalli
Lakshman Goud, Kotte
Sreelatha, Tripurari

Padma and Varudhini.

Telugu poets and poets

the national level have @G Krishna, Abhinandan

A blueprint for systemic
reform 1n scientific temper
across Telangana

The Telangana Science Congress,
hosted recently by the Telangana
Academy of Sciences (TAS) at
Kakatiya University, marks a pivotal
moment. Originally founded as the
Andhra Pradesh Academy of
Sciences in 1963, this Congress must
go beyond ceremony to catalyse sys-
temic reform. TAS’s mandate is clear:
foster scientific temper and advance
original research. Yet today, supersti-
tion and irrationality persist across
educational and research institutions,
often with tacit acceptance. India’s
Constitution enshrines scientific tem-
per as a fundamental duty (Article
51A(h)), and our history is rich with
institutions committed to this ethos—
from the Indian Academy of Sciences
(1934) to Vigyan Prasar and the
People’s Science Network. Yet many
educated citizens remain unfamiliar
with core scientific principles like falsi-
fiability, reproducibility, and evidence-
based reasoning. The prevalence of
occult beliefs, black magic-linked
crimes, and fraudulent godmen
reflects systemic failures in science
education—not just individual lapses.
Telangana tourism Schools should be
the crucibles of scientific inquiry but
many function as certificate factories.
In the two Telugu states, an exam-
centric marketplace has eclipsed
authentic learning. Science education
has shrunk to memorizing formulae
and mastering MCQ strategies. We
celebrate |IT and IAS ranks but ignore
the erosion of conceptual understand-
ing and scientific values. The conse-
quences are stark. A2017 |IT Bombay
review found many top-ranked
entrants struggling with basic physics
and math. |IT Delhi’'s former director
lamented students’ lack of independ-
ent thinking. At IIT Hyderabad, a 2021
survey revealed that first-year stu-
dents could not perform unscripted
experiments. The dropout rates and
industry feedback across the nation
point to a system that rewards speed
and tricks over reasoning and prob-
lem-solving. Globally, science acad-
emies have responded with bold
reforms. The Royal Society (UK) and
the US National Academy of Sciences
have reoriented science education
around inquiry, modelling, and argu-
ment from evidence. Germany’s

Leopoldina invests in sustained
teacher development. India’s own
academies have defended research
integrity and warned against predato-
ry publishing. These institutions align
curriculum, assessment, teacher
learning, and research culture with
ethics and inquiry. The Telugu region
has its own legacy of science popu-
larisation. Osmania University and
RR Labs (now IICT) contributed sig-
nificantly. P M Bhargava, founding
director of CCMB, along with leaders
such as Satish Dhawan, founded the
Society for the Promotion of Scientific
Temper nationally and the Society for
Communicating Science in
Hyderabad, organizing impactful pro-
grams. Bhargava—credited, along
with D D Kosambi, with helping shape
the constitutional emphasis on scien-
tific temper—famously wrote in
Angels, Devil and Science that even
India’s scientific community often
lacks a scientific outlook. His declara-
tion for membership in the Society
stated: “I believe that knowledge
acquisition happens only through
human effort, and all problems must
be faced with human ethical and intel-
lectual resources without relying on
supernatural powers.” Local events
calendar Many scientists then were
unwilling to sign—an unease that,
arguably, still lingers. lronically, the
same Hyderabad that once champi-
oned scientific temper has become a
hub of exam coaching, rote-driven
corporate education, and dubious
journals. Purposeful research in uni-
versities is rare; school and college
laboratories are often on paper only.
In public life, evidence-based reason-
ing is scarce, critical thinking and
questioning are subdued, and manu-
factured consent thrives on social
media. Education is reduced to mar-
kets and metrics; historical memory
fades; and imported ignorance
erodes rights and institutions. To
reverse this decline, TAS must play a
pivotal role in driving a genuine para-
digm shift in science education. As a
means to catalyse a genuine para-
digm shift in science education, it
must assume a proactive and strate-
gic role—pressuring institutions, influ-
encing policy, and modelling reform. It
should insist that 25-40 per cent of

curriculum time from middle school to
undergraduate levels should be
reserved for authentic laboratory and
field investigations apart from foster-
ing practical education with open-
ended problems that cultivate inquiry
and reasoning. Assessment systems
must be overhauled to prioritise
understanding across segments. TAS
can lead pilot programs in collabora-
tion with SCERT, school boards, and
universities to demonstrate feasibility
and impact of such reforms. Local
events calendar To professionalise
teaching, TAS should launch a year-
long and all-encompassing science
teachers fellowship, including spread-
ing its reach to the district-level. There
is a need for a phased increase in
education funding, urging the govern-
ment to move toward global bench-
marks and prioritise teacher develop-
ment and laboratory infrastructure
over superficial construction. TAS
should demand that Al be used as a
thinking partner in classrooms—
requiring students to critique model
outputs, justify reasoning, and revise
based on evidence. TAS must push
for the replacement of answer-only
submissions with annotated note-
books. Beyond the classroom, TAS
must engage the public to strengthen
scientific temper. It should host regu-
lar town halls on pseudoscience and
data literacy, featuring citizen experi-
ments that invite community participa-
tion. Science communication boot-
camps must be offered to help teach-
ers and students translate research
for lay audiences, bridging the gap
between academic knowledge and
public understanding. These are not
optional enhancements—they are
urgent interventions. TAS must move
beyond its ceremonial role and
become a catalyst that rewires incen-
tives, practices, and culture across
the education ecosystem. By setting
bold but workable standards and
relentlessly advocating for reform,
TAS can help Telangana transition
from rote to reason, from performativ-
ity to practice, and from fear of being
wrong to the courage to learn.
Telangana tourism (The writer is a
Chemistry lecturer and General
Secretary of Society for Change in
Education Telangana)

ogy, then that is amazing,” he further added.
However, Simha was quick to clarify that
Tribanadhari Barbarik is not a traditional mytho-
logical film. “It is not exactly a mythological film,
but yes, it can be related to mythology through its
title, the powerful mythological character” he
explained, hinting at the nuanced storytelling
approach the film takes. With this perspective,
Vasishta N. Simha positioned Tribanadhari
Barbarik not just as a cinematic project, but clar-
ified it is a sociological thriller.

Singha - India’s First Live Lion Film
Directed by K.C. Ravi Devan

Singha is India’s first-ever film featuring a live lion. Directed by K.C. Ravi
Devan, the movie promises a unique cinematic experience. The music is
composed by Amrish, adding depth to the film’s atmosphere. Produced by
V. Mathiyalagan, Singha showcases a powerful story with stunning visuals
of the majestic lion. The title motion of Singha highlights the collaboration
between K.C. Ravi Devan, Amrish, P.G. Muthaiah, V. Mathiyalagan, and
actor Nikhil.
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Change in PKL 12 schedule: Chennai leg con- %m%

cludes on Oct 10, Delhi leg commences on Oct 11

New Delhi: Organisers of the
Pro Kabaddi League have
announced changes to the
schedule of season 12 during
the Chennai and Delhi legs of
the tournament. The Chennai
leg will now operate from
September 29 to October 10,
followed by the Delhi leg, which
will now begin on October 11.
This change ensures continuous
tournament action while accom-
modating for the revised
Chennai schedule. The follow-
ing matches, originally sched-
uled for October 11 and 12 in
Chennai, have been relocated to
Delhi. On October 11, the
matches moving from Chennai
to Delhi are Bengaluru Bulls vs
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Jaipur Pink Panthers, and Tamil
Thalaivas vs Puneri Paltan. On

October 12, the relocated
matches include Dabang Delhi
K.C. vs Puneri Paltan, and
Bengal Warriorz vs Bengaluru
Bulls. Barring these changes, all
other match dates, orders, and
team alignments remain

unchanged. The overall tourna-
ment schedule and structure
continue as originally planned,
with only the venue location
changed for the specified
matches on October 11 and 12.
The league stage of PKL 12 will
kick off with blockbuster clashes
between Telugu Titans and Tamil
Thalaivas, followed by
Bengaluru Bulls and Puneri
Paltan at the Vishwanadh Sports
Club in Vizag on August 29.
Earlier, PKL have also
announced significant format
changes for Season 12, intro-
ducing an enhanced league
stage and revamped Playoff
structure designed to intensify
competition and provide fans

-

with  more thrilling kabaddi
action. The upcoming season,
which will travel to Vizag, Jaipur,
Chennai and Delhi, bringing the
PKL experience closer to fans
deeper in India, will feature an
exciting league stage with 108
matches, where each team will
play 18 matches. PKL 12 also
introduced a comprehensive tie-
breaker rule system, including
the Golden Raid format, to all
league-stage matches.
Previously limited only to Playoff
matches, this system now
ensures decisive outcomes
throughout the tournament. In
case of ties, teams will engage

in a structured 5-raid shootout
with special rules. Both teams
field 7 players with the baulk line
treated as baulk line cum bonus
line. Each team nominates 5 dif-
ferent raiders who raid alternate-
ly. Out and revival rules don't
apply — only points scored
count. If still tied after 5 raids,
the Golden Raid rule applies. In
the Golden Raid format, where a
fresh toss determines which
team gets the decisive raiding
opportunity. If both teams
remain tied after golden raids,
the winner is decided by a toss
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The Doll in mothers
hand Greatness of
Telugu language

We the people of Telugu
States,Andhrapradesh and
Telangana

Should feel proud of our
Beloved language Mother
Tongue tlugu language

We celebrate Telugu

Language day

On the occasion of the birth Anniversary of
Gidugu Venkata Rao Murthy the rising star of
Telugu language is

The founder of the Telugu Language Movement
Was born in 1863 in Srikakulam District and did
his service

In teaching Telugu

The movement of Telugu Remains for ever in the
history

Telugu is one of the most

Spoken languages in India

Especially spoken in the states Of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana Millions of People
Around the world as Telugu is The Melodious
sweety language Like honey and purity,white as
The layer of milk

Many great personalities have Contributed to the
development Of Telugu as a literary language
The history of the Telugu Language is so ancient
Figurative language

From the time of the Satavahanas honored and
Protected

Most people prefer to speak

Telugu as it is easily learned

And spoken

Alphabet of Telugu 56 letters And is known as the
sweetest Language

Many literary forms such as Poems, plays, sto-
ries, novels, Essays, etc. have flourished in The
Telugu language to a great Extent

Nannaya, Tikkana and Yerra Pragada were great
poets who Became famous as Kavitrayam Due
to their efforts Telugu Language got great books
like Mahabharata

Telugu language has the Reputation of being the
Telugu Lesser among the National Languages
His period is known as the Prabandha era
Telugu is a language of syntax, Structure, clarity,
and hearing.

Navarasas like Bhakti, Sringaram, Veera, Karuna
etc. in Telugu language have come out Clearly

The elegance, sweetness and Style of speaking
in Telugu Language reflects our culture

Lets save the Telugu language:

Mother tongue is the first Language that every
mother Speaks to her child.

Mother tongue is not just a Medium of communi-
cation, it is Our identity

A law should be made to learn Telugu language
from school Level

Todays youth should also Recognize the great-
ness of Telugu language and try to Develop tech-
nical vocabulary in Telugu itself.

We should strive to preserve the Glory of Telugu
language for the Future generations while
Upholding the dignity of our Ancestors

Interviews will be conducted in all languages
except Telugu. | would like to give a chance in

Telugu also
| love Telugu lan-
guage > -

Lets preserve our
culture by Speaking
and writing. Let us
Respect and pro- . .
mote unity in The " =&
Telugu language.
Lets follow our moth-
er tongue...

Lets respect it

-Bonasi Renuka *
Village:
Mandelagudem
District: Jangaon
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Karan Johar on Filmfare Awards
returning to Gujarat: 'The experience
was so embracing & emotional’

Mumbai: Following a suc-
cessful 69th edition of
Filmfare in Gujarat, the
state is all set to host the
70th edition of the presti-
gious Awards once again
in 2025. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed between the
state government and the
Filmfare Awards in the
presence of the Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, Vineet Jain,
Managing Director of The
Times Group, Karan Johar,
Vikrant Massey, and sever-
al other dignitaries. Also
Read - Sara Ali Khan:
Bollywood’s 50% actress
struggles to prove her met-
tle Speaking during the
press conference, KJo
recalled some fond memo-
ries from the time he
bagged his first Filmfare
award. Sharing what the

award means to him, he

said: "l still remember
when | won my first
Filmfare award back in
1999 - | was really nerv-
ous, it was a very competi-
tive year, there were so
many releases that year. |
remember sitting with my
father (Yash Johar), very
stressed, and dad told me,

"Beta chant the Gayatri
Mantra 11 times and you
might just get this award".
So | remember that
moment very vividly, and |
remember what it meant to
me to win my first Filmfare
award because as a film-
maker and a member of
the fraternity, a Filmfare is
not just a recognition, it's

an emotion because it is
the most archived film
award, going back 70
years," the 'Kuch Kuch
Hota Hai' maker wrote.
KJo added that last year
he had the honour, the
pleasure, and the privilege
of hosting the 69th
Filmfare Award in the state
of Gujarat. "And | believe
in continuity because in
continuity lies legacy. We
are here for the second
year, which means that the
experience was SO
embracing and emotional
for us that we want to
come to Gujarat again this
year for our 70th year at
the Filmfare," he added.
Karan recalled that when
he hosted for the first time
back in the year 2000, it
was for Filmfare.

Anupam Kher shares glimpse of
his role as Mahatma Gandhi
from ‘The Bengal Files’

Mumbai: Veteran actor Anupam
Kher has given a glimpse of his role
of Indian freedom fighter Mahatma
Gandhi from the upcoming film ‘The
Bengal Files’. On Sunday, the senior
actor took to his Instagram, and
shared a monochromatic video from
the sets of the film. The BTS video
shows him walking with his arms
around the neck of director Vivek
Ranjan Agnihotri and an assistant
director. He wrote in the caption,
“From the sets of @vivekagnihotri’s
#TheBengalFiles! @pallavijoshioffi-
cial #Gandhi #BehindTheScenes”.
‘The Bengal Files’ is set against the
blood-soaked backdrop of West
Bengal’s violent political past, and
based on true events and spine-
chilling testimonies. The film is
based on the Direct Action Day, and
is touted to bring events from one of
the darkest chapters of modern

India to light. Mahatma Gandhi had
camped in Noakhali for four months
and toured the district in a mission to
restore peace and communal har-
mony. Earlier, actress-producer
Pallavi Joshi, who has co-produced
and acts in ‘The Bengal Files’, had
opened up on the blockade imposed
on the trailer of the film, and has
called the ruling government of West
Bengal for the same. She said the
trailer of the film, and a special
screening was stopped on the
orders of the ruling government of
TMC spearheaded by Mamata
Banerjee. The makers of ‘The
Bengal Files’ wanted to launch the
trailer of the film in Kolkata on
August 16, which marks the 79th
anniversary of the Direct Action Day,
a dark chapter in the history of India
when the state of Bengal was
rocked by widespread communal

riots. Talking about the blockade,
Pallavi earlier told IANS, “Well, it
was very clearly done by the ruling
party, and we are making no bones
about it. We knew that we'd get
some kind of resistance”. “But we
didn't know it would be like this, that
we won't be able to show our trailer
at all. It was very significant for us to
choose Kolkata to release our trailer
on August 16, which was the
anniversary of Direct Action Day”,
she added. ‘The Bengal Files’ also
stars Mithun Chakraborty and
Darshan Kumar. The film is written
and directed by Vivek Ranjan
Agnihotri and produced by Abhishek
Agarwal, Pallavi Joshi and Vivek
Ranjan Agnihotri. Presented by Tej
Narayan Agarwal & | Am Buddha,
The film is a worldwide release by
Zee Studios, and will arrive in the-
atres on September 5, 2025.

Mira1 Movie Trailer
Releasing on August 28

Mirai is an action-adventure movie
starring young hero Teja Sajja and
Manchu Manoj. The film is directed
by Karthik Ghattamaneni and pro-
duced by TG Vishwa Prasad and
Kriti Prasad under People Media
Factory. The movie’s release date
was changed from September 5 to
September 12. The makers
announced that the Mirai trailer will
be released on August 28. A new
poster shows Teja Sajja holding a
strong stick and Manchu Manoj with
a sharp sword. Both are ready to
fight, creating excitement among
fans. The teaser and the song
released earlier were well received.
In the movie, Teja Sajja plays a pow-
erful warrior. Ritika Nayak is the
heroine, and Manchu Manoj plays
the villain. Shriya Saran, Jagapathi
Babu, and Jayaram have important
roles. The music is composed by
Goura Hari. Mirai will release in

eight languages in 2D and 3D for-
mats on September 12. The Hindi

version is released by Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions.
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