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Telangana govt hands over
Kaleshwaram project case to CBI

Hyderabad: The Telangana government
ordered a CBI probe into Kaleshwaram
project issue. The government already
constituted former Supreme Court judge
Justice  Pinaki Chandra  Ghosh
Commission to investigate the alleged
irregularities, misuse of public funds and
corruption in the construction of
Medigadda, Annaram and Sundilla bar-
rages in the Kaleshwaram project. The
Ghose Commission of Inquiry submitted
its report to the government on July 31,
2025. The state cabinet approved by the
commission report on August 4, 2025.
The state cabinet also took decision to
table the report in the assembly and dis-
cussed in detail. The Ghose Commission
found several irregularities including neg-
ligence, deliberate suppression of facts
and financial irregularities. The
Commission concluded that faults took
place in the construction of the three bar-
rages. The commission also exposed the
previous BRS government 's failure in
preparing the plan to construct the
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Kaleshwaram project. The National Dam
Safety Authority (NDSA) report stated
that Medigadda barrage was damaged
due to lack of planning, design and qual-
ity control deficiencies. The NDSA has
identified that the defects in the construc-
tion were due to poor quality and mainte-
nance. The NDSA and the Commission
reports have made it clear it required a
deeper and more comprehensive investi-
gation is on all these issues. Inter-state
entities, various departments and agen-

cies of the Central and State
Governments are involved in this project.
Since Central Public Sector
Undertakings like WAPCOS and financial
institutions like PFC and REC are
involved in the design, construction and
financing of the project, the government
decided to hand over this case to the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
Hence, the House took a decision to
hand over the investigation of the
Kaleshwaram project case to the Central
Bureau of Investigation. During the
debate on Ghose Commission report in
the assembly, Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy said that Kaleshwaram
Corporation was formed for the construc-
tion of the Kaleshwaram project and bor-
rowed Rs. 85,449 crores. The previous
BRS government borrowed Rs. 27,738
crores at 11.5 percent interest from
Power Finance Corporation and another
Rs. 30,536 crores borrowed at 12 per-
cent interest. " We have paid Rs. 19,879
crores as principal amount for the loans

they took so far. Rs. 29,956 crores was
paid as interest to various banks. A total
of Rs. 49,835 crores have been paid to
banks so far. We still have a burden of
Rs. 60,869 crores" the CM said that it
required Rs 47,000 crore to complete the
leftover works in Kaleshwaram project.
The CM noted that On October 21, 2020,
the engineer filed a complaint of the dam-
age of the barrage at Mahadevpur police
station. The then Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao has also received
a report . Police forces were deployed
around Medigadda at that time and not
even a single person was allowed to
come. The chief minister pointed out that
it was KCR who shifted the barrage to
Medigadda from Tummidihatti. The rea-
son for changing the technology was the
then Irrigation minister T Harish Rao. The
CM alleged that the BRS rulers swindled
public money through Kaleshwaram proj-
ect. The government an enquiry as per
the guidelines, CM Revanth Reddy
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Vlsakhapatnam YSR Congress Party leaders
decided to organise a round table meeting soon
along with a protest march condemning the coali-
tion government’s attitude towards privatisation of
the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant. The party general
body meeting was held at the party office here on
Sunday under the chairmanship of district presi-
dent KK Raju. Attending as chief guest former
minister and YSRCP MLC Botcha Satyanarayana
mentioned that there is a need to fight against the
privatisation of the VSP and failures of the NDA
government. They pointed out that on one hand,
the NDA leaders were assuring that the VSP
would not be privatised, but the VSP management
is handing over all the critical departments to pri-
vate agencies. The YSRCP key leaders said that
it would launch another agitation to save the VSP.
The party senior leaders decided to hold an all-
party meeting with other party leaders and trade
union representatives who would extend support
to their protest. Further, the party leaders dis-
cussed the land allotments to private companies
by the state government at throwaway prices. A
protest will be organised opposing the allocation
of government lands worth crores of rupees
belonging to Visakhapatnam to private companies
like Lulu Mall, Botcha Satyanarayana said. The
party leaders advised the Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation corporators to submit peti-
tions to the Visakhapatnam District Collector MN
Harendhira Prasad and GVMC Commissioner
Ketan Garg regarding how the development pro-
grammes slowing down in their wards. The party
members requested the party leaders to form
committees from booth level to district level.
Former Ministers Gudivada Amarnath and
Pasupuleti Bala Raju, former Mayor G Hari
Venkata Kumari, Parliament Observer Kadiri Babu
Rao, constituency coordinators Vasupalli Ganesh
Kumar, Molli Apparao, Tippala Srinivas Devan
Reddy, Legislative Council Member Kumbha Ravi
Babu, former MLAs T Nagi Reddy, T Vijaya
Kumar, T Gurumurthy Reddy, and Chintalapudi
Venkata Ramaiah, among others, were present.
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As PM Modi, Putin walk past happily,
Shehbaz Sharif seen alone 1n a corner

Tianjin: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Russian President Vladimir
Putin were seen walking past
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday, who appeared
isolated, as both leaders engaged in
an informal conversation on the side-
lines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit in
Tianjin. As the two leaders engaged
in an animated discussion, Sharif
stood alone with a grim expression
while watching them pass by. The
moment occurred as leaders of SCO
member states gathered for a family
photo in Tianjin. Earlier, striking visu-
als had emerged of Prime Minister
Modi in an informal interaction with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Putin, capturing a
rare lighthearted moment among the
three world leaders. The images

KTR questions Congress CM's CBI
Probe decision on KLIS, takes jibe at

Rahul Gandhi

KT Rama Rao (KTR), the work-
ing president of the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS), has
taken Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi to task over the
recent decision to hand the
Kaleshwaram project investiga-

tion to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). KTR
raised concerns about how a Congress Chief Minister can
authorise a CBI investigation, especially when Rahul
Gandhi has previously accused the agency of being mis-
used for political gain by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
In a post on his social media account, KTR highlighted the
irony of the situation, noting that the CBI, which Rahul
Gandhi once referred to as the "Opposition Elimination
Cell" of the BJP, is now being tasked with probing the
Kaleshwaram project. "This move raises questions about
the intentions and awareness of Rahul Gandhi regarding
the actions of his party’s representatives in Telangana,"
KTR remarked. He further stated, "Bring it on, whatever it
is that you conspire against us. We will fight both legally
and politically." KTR expressed confidence in the judiciary
and the public's ability to discern the truth, indicating that
he is prepared to confront any challenges posed by the
CBI inquiry. The political landscape in Telangana is
expected to grow increasingly contentious as this investi-

gation progresses.

showed all three leaders smiling and
conversing, reminiscent of a similar
photo taken during the BRICS
Summit in Kazan, Russia. Summit In
the latest photo, Putin is seen on the
left, Prime Minister Modi at the cen-
tre, and Xi Jinping on the right, walk-
ing together in a relaxed manner to
pose for a SCO family photo. Sharing
the picture on X, PM Modi wrote,

This season,
‘Forever Miss

‘Miss
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ed doctor, Dr

India’ crowned Dr
Srujana Devi as

Visakhapatnam
2025’ as the city
winner. A dedicat-

Srujana embodies "=
compassion, intelli-
gence, and elegance and bagged the coveted title
at the pageant organised by Forever Star India. As a
city winner and as a recognition marking her suc-
cess, she will now be featured on Google as ‘Miss
Visakhapatnam 2025.” The Forever Star India team
congratulated Dr Srujana Devi and looks forward to
her journey ahead at the national level during the
grand finale in Jaipur, where Top 3 of every State
will be crowned. Dr Srujana is being groomed by Dr
Meenakshi Anantram of Razzmatazz. At a ceremony
held on Sunday, Dr C Raghav Reddy CMD, Bell
Rice Company, BJP leader and Gajuwaka con-
stituency convener Karanamreddy Narasingarao, Dr
Yarlagadda Geetha, renowned photographer BK
Agrawal, among others, attended.

"Interactions in Tianjin continue!
Exchanging  perspectives  with
President Putin and President Xi dur-
ing the SCO Summit." The Prime
Minister also posted another image
with Russian President Putin, where
the two leaders were seen shaking
hands and hugging. PM Modi shared
the photo on social media and cap-
tioned it, "Always a delight to meet
President Putin!" The pictures were
shared shortly before the two leaders
walked past the Pakistani Prime
Minister. This development comes
against the backdrop of heightened
tensions following the recent terror
attack in Pahalgam, where 26 inno-
cent people lost their lives in a brutal
assault carried out by The
Resistance Front, an offshoot of
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Dr Srujana Devi crowned
‘Miss Vlsakhapatnam 2025’

Visakhapatnam:
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Call of BJP state party grand success,BJP
Dist President Souda Ramesh

Jangaon,September
01,Metroudayam:
Today, on the call of the BJP
state party, under the leadership
of Jangaon district president
Souda Ramesh, a memorandum
was submitted to the collector on
public issues and a dharna was
organized As the chief guest of
the program, on the call of the
BJP state party, under the lead-
ership of Jangaon district presi-
dent Souda Ramesh *, a memo-
randum and a dharna was
organized to the collector on
public issues State vice-presi-
dent Chintala Rama chandra
Reddy was the chief guest.
Addressing the dharna, he said
that the Congress government
had not fulfilled its promises of
providing houses to every eligi-
ble poor, giving 500 bonus to
Sannavadis and 2500 to women
by deceiving them to come to
power with their votes Even after
20 months of coming to power,
the Congress party is deceiving
the people by not fulfilling any of
its promises, so the people will
establish the Congress party in

FIRST KAVACH-

the upcoming local body
elections. In this program,
the former presidents of -.Ig
Jangaon district, on the g8
call of the BJP state party,
under the leadership of §
Sauda Ramesh *, the pres-
ident of Jangaon district, a |
petition and a dharna pro-
gram was organized to the
Collector on public issues.
State vice-president
Chintala Ramachandra
Reddy Addressing the
dharna, he said that the
promises made by the
Congress government
should be implemented,
every eligible poor person
should be given a house, 500
bonus should be given to the
poor, women should be given
2500 and they will not be forgot-
ten after coming to power with
their votes. In the meeting, MP
Kotha Prabhakar Reddy, former
MLAs Satish Kumar, Solipeta
Ramalinga Reddy, Ganesh
Gupta, MLC Farooq, Municipal
Chairperson Raja Narsu, SUDA
Chairman Ravinder Reddy,

EQUIPPED LOCOMOTIVE

FLAGGED OFF FROM

Hyderabad, metro
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DLS'VS KP Srivastajvg, General

Councillor Venugopal Reddy
and others participated. AICC
secretary Sampath, Hyderabad
City president Anjan Yadav,
Medchal district president
Srisalam Goud, RR district pres-
ident Narsimha Reddy, former
MP Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
AICC spokesperson Dasoju
Sravan, Youth Congress presi-
dent Anil Yadav, TPCC treasurer
Gudur Narayan Reddy and

chairman Mlnorlty Wing Sohail
were among those who attend-
ed. State vice-president Chintala
Rama chandra Reddy was pres-
ent. Addressing the dharna, he
said that the promises made by
the Congress government
should be implemented, every
eligible poor person should be
given a house, 500 bonus
should be given to the poor,
women should be given 2500

and they will not be forgotten
after coming to power with their
votes. In the meeting, MP Kotha
Prabhakar Reddy, former MLAs
Satish Kumar, Solipeta
Ramalinga Reddy, Ganesh
Gupta, MLC Farooq, Municipal
Chairperson Raja Narsu, SUDA
Chairman Ravinder Reddy,
Councillor Venugopal Reddy
and others participated.

Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, General Manager,

SCR holds Safety ReV1ew Meetmg

ures across vulnerable
operational zones, includ-
ing,Train shunting opera-
tions and derailment pre-

The first freight locomotive (WAG9HC) of East
Coast Railway fitted with the indigenous KAVACH
Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) was
flagged off by Divisional Railway Manager,
Waltair, Shri Lalit Bohra, at Diesel Loco Shed,
Visakhapatnam  (DLS/VSKP) today, on
September 1, 2025 in august presence of Senior
Divisional Mechanical Engineer (Diesel) Shri MK
Sahoo and other officials.

KAVACH is a cutting-edge system developed to
prevent train collisions, offering real-time signal
information directly to loco pilots within the cab.
By exchanging data between station interlocking
systems and locomotives through a secure wire-
less network, and utilizing track-installed RFID
tags, KAVACH ensures precise positioning of
locomotives.

Diesel Locoshed has received 123 KAVACH units
for Phase 1 commissioning. For system testing, a
dedicated station kavach and a 500-meter test
track have been established by the Diesel Loco
Shed.

The Kavach equipment, feature of Automatic pro-
tection against head-on collisions and signal-
related accidents. It enables the Real-time infor-
mation and interlocking for loco pilots, ensuring
strict compliance with safety standards. The
launch of KAVACH marks a significant stride in
the Indian Railways commitment to operational
safety and modernization.

Manager of South Central
Railway, convened a com-
prehensive Safety Review
Meeting today at Rail
Nilayam, Secunderabad,
underscoring SCR%u%s
unwavering commitment
to safe train operations.
The session was attended
by Satya Prakash,
Additional General
Manager, Principal Heads
of Departments, and
Divisional Railway
Managers (DRMs) from
all six divisions Vviz,
Vijayawada, Guntakal,
Guntur, Secunderabad,
Hyderabad, and Nanded
who joined via video con-
ference.The General
Manager placed strategic
emphasis on safety meas-

KLB Cup 2nd Open Telangana
State Taekwondo Championship

vention protocols
Structural integrity of
bridges and tunnels
Signal visibility and alarm
systems

Track blanketing and bal-
lasting Emergency equip-
ment readiness Special
attention was given to
Road under Bridges
(RUBs) prone to water
logging, with directives to
reinforce safety barriers,
upgrade signaling sys-
tems, and ensure robust
alarm mechanisms.To
elevate safety standards,
Shri Srivastava instructed,
to conduct round-the-
clock monitoring and fre-
quent inspections at criti-
cal locations, ensure
immediate completion of

Hyderabad, September:1, Metroudayam

The KLB CUP-2nd Open Telangana State Taekwondo
Championship was successfully conducted on 31st August
2025 at DSR Garden,
Telangana.With enthusiastic participation from
academies across the state, the event was a true celebration
of discipline, strength, and sportsmanship under the spirit of
World Taekwondo & Fit India Movement. Special Achievement
Highlight Sailum Martial Arts Academy of India in association
Force Families Welfare Association-AFFWA
(L),Hakimpet, Hyderabad showcased exceptional perform-
ance with 34 Participants 19 Boys,15 Girls Winning 25 Gold, 6
Silver and 3 Bronze Medals in KYORUGI (Fighting Event).

Guided by their dedicated instructors Master Ramkaran Yadav
& Master Gajanand Yadav,Our Commitment. The KLB CUP
Organising Committee extends heartfelt congratulations to all
winners and participants.We remain committed to promoting
Taekwondo, fitness, discipline and youth empowerment
across Telangana and beyond.Organised By Master
K.P.Hanumanthu,Founder KLB Taekwondo Academy,KLB
CUP Organising Committee in association with recognised

Malkajgiri,

with Air

Edulabad,Ghatkesar,

Taekwondo Federations and Academies.

Medchal-

repair works at vulnerable
sites, maintain accurate
and up-to-date opera-
tional registers, adhere
strictly to Railway
Board%u%s guidelines
for all safety-related activ-
ities, implement staff sen-
sitization programs,
including group meetings
and one-on-one counsel-
ing for safety category
personnel.The General
Manager stated that all
supervisors should con-
stantly monitor the field
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level activity and any
issue should be attended
instantly and rectified at
the earliest. He also
advised the officials to
adhere to Railway
Board%pu%s guidelines
on taking up any safety
activity. He concluded the
meeting with instructions
to train and sensitize the
safety category staff
through group meetings
and individual counseling
sessions etc.

BRS leader Nagesh
Mudiraj Performed
special pujas and par-
ticipated in the

Annadanam program

Hyderabad, September:1,
Metroudayam

Poojas were performed grandly on the
sixth day at Ganesh Mandapams
BRS state leader Nagesh Mudiraj visited
the Galli Vala Ganesh mandapam under
the leadership of Vishal
Ramnagar Gundu area and performed
special pujas and participated in the
Annaprasada program.
Vishal Yadav, Sai,

Yadav in

Srinivas, Mahesh,

Chintu and Others participated in this pro-
gram.
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4 Theetagiti -- Greetings A
*In the days of yore*, the cowherd lifted Govardhana

*Today*, Govardhan (the Guru) too, in his own way,
Wishes for the welfare of the world from the very

Those who are detached, with hearts united on this

Wherever he may be, right from the start,
Good people commit with sincerity,

Prepared for any task, unwavering

Such noble souls, they too are like this Guru.

His love for me shines brightly,

Expressed through Mohans melodic song,
With affection, | say Thank you to my friends,

I will not keep it hidden | shall say it openly......
*| am Das Ram (the servant of Rama)!*

-- Dasari Sriramulu
Government Telugu Lecturer
Nagarjunasagar

/

Peerzadiguda should develop 1n further
with the blessmgs of Lord Ganesha...

Tungaturthi Ravi visits several
Vinayaka mandapalas and partici-
pates in annadana programs

Medipally September:01 (Metro

udayam)
Peerzadiguda
Corporation
President

puja programs.

He spoke to the devotees at the
mandapalas and inquired about
their problems and assured them
that he would work to resolve them.
Later, he participated in annadana
program and served prasadam to
the devotees. Speaking on the

Municipal |
Congress
and RV Foundation
founder Tungaturthi Ravi visited
several Vinayaka mandapalas on
Monday and participated in special

;wlnlll!llff
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Party |

occasion, Tungaturthl RaV| said that
with the blessmgs of Lord Ganesha,
the development of Peerjadiguda
should progress further and faster.
Society can move forward only if it
works together with the people. He
said that the youth should take the
lead in social service and develop-
ment, protect the environment and

Residents of the
colonies, youth, community repre-
sentatives, and a large number of
devotees participated in this pro-
gram.

. . M-
celebrate the festlval in a traditional
manner. He suggested that security
arrangements and cleanliness be
focused at the mandapalas.
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My Telangana -- A Bundle of
Revolutions N

In the surging ocean of
people,

Standing as a towering
testament

To the self-sacrifice of
countless brave souls,
With the resounding cry of
Jai Telangana ,

Taking baby steps,

Even at the cost of life...
Longing for freedom

From the chains of slav-
ery’

For a separate state...

No storm could shake our resolve—

Every voice that rose up

Roared like a lion, shouting Jai Telangana ,
Sounding the conch for battle.

For sixty years, this land bore

The labor pains of birth;

Now, like a mother who rejoices

On seeing her newborn breathe,

Our Telangana, the neighbor to many struggles,
Sprouted tender buds of revolution,

Now swaying with golden hues,

It has paved a golden path
For the future generations,
Brimming with prosperity.

Now blossomed into a separate state,

It begins to stretch its soft new wings—
This Telangana, cradle of revolutions,
Carries the hopes of our future generations.
It is the garden of peace

For our immortal martyrs.

Poet: Mankali Suguna

Gudem, Benjanki, Siddipet District
Guest Faculty PGT

Contact: 9912216589
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Lord Ganesha worshipped
and offered...

Hyderabad, September:1, Metroudayam
Muthoju Raghuveer and Priyanka couple from Alwin
Colony area bought in Action Vinayaka laddu for Rs. 31
thousand.Under the leadership of Sareddy Erukala
Reddy and Surya couples sons Sukrit Reddy and
Sumanth Reddy, they performed pujas with Vedic
mantras for five days and offered obeisance to
Ganesha.Later, in the laddu auction organized,
Muthoju Simhadri and Sridevi couples son Muthoju
Raghuveer and Priyanka couple from Alvin Colony
bought it for Rs. 31 thousand. Deepika, Radhika, Vihan
karthikeya and others participated in the event.

Vignheswara immersion was
celebrated under the auspices
of Rapids Youth Assomatmn

Kukatpally, September:01 (Metro udayam)
Vigneswara immersion was celebrated under the aus-
pices of Rapids Youth Association at Papireddy Nagar

C Block Road No. 19 under Kukatpally Division,
Serilingampalli Constituency. As part of this program,
laddu auction was held and the members of the Youth
Association said that blessings should be on all the
people. A large number of women and Youth
Association members participated in this program in a
large scale. Divya, Ratna, Sumalatha Reddy, Pavitra,
Archana, Hema, Lakshmi, Rani, Vidya, Swathi,
Soujanya, Sindhu women and others participated in
this program.

Police Station Mein Bhoot:
Ram Gopal Varma's New
Horror Movie | Plot & Tagline

Popular director Ram Gopal Varma, known for his
dark and edgy storytelling, is coming up with a new
horror film titled “Police Station Mein Bhoot.” The story
revolves around a dreaded gangster who is shot dead
in an encounter by a police officer. But death is not the
end. The gangster returns as a ghost and begins
haunting the very police station where he was killed —
turning the place of justice into a house of terror. With
the tagline “You Can’t Arrest The Dead,” the film prom-
ises to blend crime, horror, and psychological thrills in
RGV’s signature style.

M=TG UDAYAM
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Pawan Kalyan’s Ustaad Bhagat
Singh Release, Poster & Cast

Power Star Pawan
Kalyan has two new
movies coming soon:
OG and Ustaad Bhagat
Singh. OG will release
this month, while Ustaad
Bhagat Singh is planned
for 2026. This movie is
the second time Pawan
Kalyan is working with
director Harish Shankar
after their hit film Gabbar
Singh. To celebrate
Pawan Kalyan’s birthday
tomorrow, the makers of

released a new poster. In
the poster, Pawan
Kalyan looks stylish
wearing a hat and black
outfit, posing like he is
dancing in a party song.
Harish Shankar is known
for showing his stars in a
great way, and this
poster proves it. Reports
say Pawan Kalyan will
start shooting the next
part of the movie this
week. The film also stars
Sreeleela and Raashii

Ustaad Bhagat Singh

Khanna as the female

leads.
drama

Update Mythr1 Movie Makers

It is an action Mythri Movie Makers
produced by

Worldwide Box Office: Param Sundari hits ?43 cr in
just 3 days, outshines Dhadak 2’s total collection

Sidharth Malhotra and Janhvi
Kapoor's romantic comedy Param
Sundari is getting its feet wet in
the box office following an
unsteady beginning. Audience
and critics have responded to it
with a mildly positive reception.
The film is slowly building on the
word-of-mouth phenomenon and
is seeing an increase in the num-

ber of viewers especially in the US .
market. Box Office Update Janhvi |

Kapoor Sidharth film earned
Rs10.25 gross in India which is an
increase of 11% from the previous
day and a whopping 40% more
than the opening day on Friday.
This brings the film's debut week-
end's domestic revenues at
Rs26.75 million net (Rs32 crore
gross). Trade sources suggest
that the film is performing fairly
well abroad, particularly within
markets like the US and the UK,
markets in which Indian family
romances and dramas are likely

to be popular. The overseas col-
lections are estimated to be
around $1.1 million (approximate-
ly 11 crore) making the total
Param Sundari worldwide earn-
ings around 743 cr box office col-
lection. This means that Param
Sundari has already surpassed
worldwide earnings for the entire
run that were earned Param
Sundari vs Dhadak 2. with
Sidhant Chaurvedi and Triptii
Dimri. Param Sundari crosses 7?36

crore at the worldwide box office
on day 3. But it is well behind the
record-breaking figures from
Saiyaara that was which was
released in July. It is a Yash Raj
Films romance, featuring the new-
comers Ahaan Panday and Aneet
Padda has surpassed the Rs117
crore mark in only three days, and
is continuing its upward trajectory
to surpass Rs570 crore. In the
case of Param Sundari movie
business is now to sustain
momentum in the weekdays
beginning with its first Monday.
About the Film Tushar Jalota's film
Param Sundari, produced by
Dinesh Vijan of Maddock flicks, is
across-cultural love story. It
blends in ultramodern technology

and mortal connections. The
movie, which also stars Sanjay
Kapoor, Reniji Panicker,
Siddhartha Shankar, and

Abhishek Banerjee, features the
lead brace in vital places.

Duleep Trophy: Just wanted to
have some fun, says Parag on
return to on-field action

East Zone captain Riyan Parag
said his primary focus in the
Duleep Trophy clash against North
Zone was to have some fun and
get back into the rhythm of com-
petitive cricket after spending
much of last season on the side-
lines due to a shoulder injury.
Parag last featured for India in a
T20l against Bangladesh in
October 2024 and had to undergo
shoulder surgery before returning
to play Ranji Trophy for Assam in
January this year. He also turned
out for Rajasthan Royals in IPL
2025, where he was the fran-
chise’s second-highest run-scorer
with 393 runs.

"It was good. | mean, that was the
main goal when | came here to
play the game. Performances, |
didn't really focus on that much. |
just wanted to have some fun. |
haven't played competitive cricket
in a long time. Since the IPL, |
haven't really played." "(In the) IPL
also, | was managing a lot of
stress and stuff like that. But it was
nice, was a good outing. Not in a
good way with the amount of
overs we fielded. But then still,
rolled my arm for a few overs, bat-
ted for a while. Could have con-
verted it for a bigger score, but
then I'm happy. The shoulder feels
much better now," said Parag to
reporters after the game ended in

A

a draw, with North Zone taking first
innings lead and sealing an entry

into the semi-finals. With
Abhimanyu Easwaran ruled out
due to fever on the eve of the
game, Parag captained East Zone
and made 39 in the team’s only
batting innings. He also bowled 22
overs in the second innings as
North Zone made 658/4. What
also caused Parag to bowl a lot of
overs was Mukesh Kumar not
bowling further after a hamstring
strain while Mohammed Shami
didn’t bowl on the final day due to
a cut on his toe. "That was one of
the tough things to manage.
Shami bhaiya didn't bowl today,
Mukesh got injured in the first
innings, I'm coming back from an
injury so | had to bowl 20 overs.
Utkarsh (Singh), our non-bowler,
he had to bowl around 30 overs so

that did play a part for us in field-
ing a lot of overs but then nothing
we can do about it. We just take it
as a loss." "They played better
cricket, | got to give credit to that. |
feel we could have done better in
the first innings while bowling but
then we should have got at least
close to like 350 and then try to
restrict it." "But once we did not do
that, they had the lead of around
200 runs. Then, just the batters
batted really well and just took the
game away from us and the last
day was just formality, | think, for
them to get their milestones," he
added. With the domestic season
now on, Parag, amongst the
stand-bys for the upcoming Men’s
T20 Asia Cup, said he is hopeful of
breaking back into the national
set-up for the white-ball series in
Australia in October-November,
while aiming to make big runs for
his state Assam. "l was in the T20
set-up, then took a break for the
shoulder (injury), and stuff like that
happened. Ranji (Trophy) is com-
ing in, then the Australia tour is
coming in; if | get selected there, |
do that. Otherwise, | go back to
domestic and do what I've been
doing for the last two to three
years. Be top-scoring every single
game. Have a good IPL and play
for the country again."
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