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Nara Lokesh meets PM Modi,

discussions on AP's development
and central assistance

CM says that common man reposes faith in judicial
system for its transparency and effectiveness

e,

Andhra Pradesh State Education and IT Minister
Nara Lokesh paid a visit to the national capital,
Delhi, where he met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for a 45-minute discussion on
key issues affecting the state. During this meet-
ing, Prime Minister Modi unveiled the
YogaAndhra Table Book. Minister Lokesh raised
various topics, including the need for central
government assistance to Andhra Pradesh, the
status of pending projects, the implementation of
central schemes, and the current political land-
scape. He also congratulated the Prime Minister
on the recent rationalisation of GST slabs and
the implementation of relevant reforms.
Expressing gratitude, Lokesh thanked Modi for
reducing taxes on a range of goods used in the
education sector. He shared details regarding
investments in Andhra Pradesh, the establish-
ment of new industries, and the accomplish-
ments of the AP team’s recent visit to Singapore.
Additionally, Minister Lokesh expressed his
appreciation to the Prime Minister for the deci-
sion to set up a semiconductor unit in the state,
highlighting its significance for local develop-
ment.

Visakhapatnam: There is a
hope for the common man
that justice would be meted
out when courts are
approached. Although jus-
tice might be delayed in
some cases, it is, however,
not denied, emphasised

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu.
Speaking at the

International Mediation
Conference organised in
Visakhapatnam on Friday,
the Chief Minister men-
tioned that unlike earlier
where people used to feel
reluctant to visit courts and
litigation is considered as
the last resort to look for-

ward to, the trend has com-
pletely changed now.
‘People in the country

repose immense faith in
the judicial system for its
effectiveness and it is quite
apparent,” the CM under-
lined. Organised jointly by
Trilegal, Asian Centre for
International  Arbitration
and Mediation (ACIAM)
and National Law Institute
University, Bhopal and sup-

ported by Commonwealth
Lawyers Association,
London, NIVAARAN, Delhi
and IAMC, Hyderabad, the
conference saw participa-
tion of Supreme Court
judge Justice PS
Narasimha, Supreme Court
Judge Justice Surya Kant,
Chief Justice of High Court
of Andhra Pradesh DS
Thakur, among others.
About how technology has
become handy in more
ways than one, the Chief
Minister highlighted how
mobile case updates, e-fil-
ing, virtual hearings, multi-
lingual tools, etc., are mak-

ing the judicial system not
just accessible to the com-
mon man but also transpar-
ent. “Also, online dispute
resolution platforms aid in
resolving conflicts in any
part of the world seamless-
ly. Artificial Intelligence has
to be used judiciously and
with block chain, enforce-
ment is made possible
across the globe,” the Chief
Minister explained, adding
that there is a need to take
the law enforcement way
forward incorporating inno-
vativeness along with tech-
nology. For the proposed
biggest Alternative Dispute

Resolution centre, Naidu
assured that the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh is
willing to contribute to the
ADR ecosystem. “India is
taking advantage of new
technology. In the past one
year, AP is able to mobilise
investments to the tune of
100 billion USD. Next
month, Google, TCS and
Cognizant are going to set
up their shops here,” the
Chief Minister reiterated.
From the fourth largest
economy currently, Naidu
expressed confidence that
India is sure to inch
towards the third largest
economy next year under
the able and strong leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. By 2038,
India is certain to become
the second largest econo-
my in the world. The coun-
try is set to become the first
largest economy globally
by 2047 because of the
inherent strengths it has,
the Chief Minister
expressed confidence.

CM Revanth Reddy offers prayers at Khairatabad Ganesh

In a vibrant celebration of cul-
ture and tradition, Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
visited the Khairatabad
Vinayaka on Friday to perform
special pujas for Bojja
Ganapayya, ahead of the
immersion of the Khairatabad
Maha Ganapati scheduled for
Saturday. During his visit, the
Chief Minister commended the
Khairatabad Ganesh Utsava
Committee for their dedication to
the festival, which has now been
celebrated for 71 years. "The
Khairatabad Ganesh Utsava
began with a single step 71
years ago, and it has grown into
a celebration that resonates

"l extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the festival committee ous challenges and losses." He

such prestige, despite numer-

commitment to the festival by
stating, "We are providing free
electricity to Ganesh manda-
pams, a unique initiative in the
country, and we have ensured
the festivals take place without
any untoward incidents." The
Chief Minister also assured that
all necessary arrangements for
the immersion of Maha
Ganapati have been completed.
He praised Hyderabad as a
shining example of religious har-
mony and noted that the
Khairatabad Ganesh festival
has significantly contributed to
the positive reputation of
Telangana. In a related meeting
on the same day, Chief Minister

sions with a delegation from
Germany's Bebig Medical
Company, led by Chairman and
CEO George Chan. The compa-
ny expressed interest in estab-
lishing a medical equipment
manufacturing unit in
Telangana. Revanth Reddy
assured them of the govern-
ment's full support and instruct-
ed officials to research suitable
locations and address any perti-
nent issues. Additionally, he
encouraged the company repre-
sentatives to consider setting up
radiation centres for cancer
treatment within government
hospitals alongside their med-
ical equipment

for organising this event with highlighted the government's

across the nation," he remarked. Revanth Reddy held discus-

Andhra Pradesh Assembly Sessions
to Commence on 18th September

The Andhra Pradesh J ‘
Assembly is set to convene : ﬁ
from the  18th  of | o KI

September, as announced

in a gazette notification

issued by State Governor

Abdul Nazeer. Assembly

sessions will commence at

9 am, followed by the AN|
Council sessions at 10 am.

Following the first day's
proceedings, meetings of

the Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) for both

houses will take place to
determine the agenda and

duration of the sessions. However, YSRCP leader Jagan Mohan
Reddy has declared that he will not participate in the assembly ses-
sions once again. In light of this, Deputy Speaker Raghuramakrishnam
Raju has cautioned YSRCP members that failing to attend for 60 con-
secutive assembly working days may result in disqualification. In a
related development, a special meeting for women MLAs is scheduled
to be held in Tirupati on 14th and 15th September. Approximately 300
women MLAs from various political parties across the country are
expected to attend the conference. Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Ayyannapatrudu revealed to reporters in
Narsipatnam, Anakapalle district, that both Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu and the Lok Sabha Speaker will grace the event
on the first day, while the Governor is scheduled to attend on the final
day. Arrangements are also being made for the MLAs to have darshan
at the famous Srivari temple during the conference. Ayyannapatrudu
confirmed that information regarding the Legislative Assembly ses-
sions has been communicated to all MLAs.

GST rates cut will benefit the poor and
middle class, says Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu

Senior Telugu
Desam Party . D
(TDP) leader and
former  minister

Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu
has expressed
optimism over
recent govern-
ment  initiatives
aimed at improv-
ing the quality of life for the poorer segments of
society. He stated that the reduction in Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates would significantly
lower consumption expenditures for low-income
households. © Ramakrishnudu also highlighted
the universal healthcare scheme approved by the
state government, which he believes will diminish
medical costs and further enhance living stan-
dards for the common people. He noted that the
various welfare schemes introduced by the gov-
ernment would serve as additional income
sources for the impoverished, leading to
increased savings and greater participation in
economic development. According to him, these
measures could play a crucial role in poverty alle-
viation and reducing economic inequalities. The
former minister emphasised that the coalition
government is diligently working to fulfil its mani-
festo and implement its "Super Six" programmes,
ultimately striving to establish a welfare state.

Weather Alert:
Meteorological dept issues
alert to AP, Telangana as low
pressure weakens

The weather conditions in the coastal
states are experiencing a positive shift as
the low pressure system in the Bay of
Bengal weakens. However, authorities
have issued a yellow alert for several dis-
tricts in Telangana due to the influence of
the monsoon trough, currently situated
approximately 1.5 km above sea level.
According to a statement from the
Meteorological Department, residents in
various districts of Telangana are urged to
exercise caution as the trough impacts
local weather patterns. Wind speeds are
anticipated to reach between 40-60 km
per hour in many areas, accompanied by
the likelihood of moderate rainfall. In
Andhra Pradesh, meteorological officials
are also warning of potential moderate
rains in several districts. Fishermen in the
affected coastal regions have been
advised against venturing out to sea due
to the expected gusty winds, which may
similarly reach speeds of 40-60 km per
hour. Authorities have expressed con-
cerns that road conditions could deterio-
rate because of the combined effects of
rain and wind. Citizens are encouraged to
take necessary precautions to ensure their
safety during this period of unsettled
weather.
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State best teacher award

Miryala Ramesh
Retired,SA(Hindi)

Jangaon, September 05,Metroudayam:
Miriyala Ramesh, who retired as a School
Assistant Hindi at Dharmakancha High School in
Jangaon district on the occasion of Guru Puja on
5th September and retired on 31st August, has
been selected as the State Level Best Teacher for
his excellent teaching for more than three
decades, making many students better citizens
and for encouraging donors and raising funds for
the development of infrastructure in the school
where he worked, received the Best Teacher
Award from the Honble Chief Minister of
Telangana, Shri Revanth Reddy at the Guru Puja
Celebrations held at Shilpakala Vedika today.
District president Kollam Mahipal Reddy, general
secretary Nookala Ella Reddy, mandal president
Boggarapu Srinivas, general secretary MD Jaleel,
state in-charge Keshava Reddy, Shafi Ahmed and
others greeted the people on the occasion

Goutham Model
School,GMS-Jangaon

Self Governance Day
Grand success

b

Jangaon, September 05,Metroudayam:
The Goutham Model School, GMS-Jangaon has
held the self governance day grand success.The
director Mothe Surrender Reddy and the principal
Ahmed Pasha addressed the students participat-
ed actively and maintained discipline among the
children.All the student- teachers role did
well. They appreciated the students-teachers
role.The students Ch.Soumya Director,
B.Sravana Bhargavi Principal,D.Vaishnavi DEO,
G.Greeshmanth MEO, D.Shivaram kaarthik RJD.

CM Chandrababu emphasises
judiciary's importance at

International Mediation Conference

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu highlighted
the crucial role of the judiciary during his address
at the International Mediation Conference, held in
Visakhapatnam. The event, organised by ACIAM
and Bhopal National Law University, brought
together experts and stakeholders to discuss the
significance of mediation in the legal system.
During his speech, Naidu stressed the necessity
of skills in mediation, noting that efficient media-
tion could offer quick resolutions to disputes. He
observed that citizens approach courts with the
expectation of receiving justice as their inherent
right. The Chief Minister also remarked on India's
advancements in technology, announcing that
the state government plans to establish a
Quantum Valley. He outlined his government’s
ambition to cultivate an ecosystem conducive to
the development of quantum technology, aiming
to position the state as a hub for innovation in this
emerging field
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Telangana poised for a
triangular contest 1n 2028

AsTelangana approaches the
2028 Assembly elections, the
state’s political arena is brimming
with intrigue and strategic maneu-
vering. The contest is shaping up
as a three-cornered fight among
the ruling Congress, the resurgent
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS). While the Congress holds
power under Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, speculations
about shifting alliances—particu-
larly a potential tie-up between the
BJP and BRS—have fueled
debates. Such a partnership could
alter the electoral dynamics,
although official denials and inter-
nal frictions suggest a more com-
plex reality. This analysis explores
the evolving landscape, drawing
on recent developments to assess
the strengths, challenges, and
implications for each player. At the
heart of current discussions is the
possibility of a pre-poll pact
between the BJP and BRS, often
described by observers as a “cal-
culated gamble” that could consol-
idate opposition forces against the
Congress. Proponents argue that
the alliance would leverage com-
plementary assets. The BJP, with
its control over the central govern-
ment, could funnel resources into
major infrastructure projects in
Telangana, such as expansion of
Hyderabad Metro, Musi Riverfront
development, and upgraded road
networks. This could provide a
compelling development narra-
tive, potentially eroding the
Congress’s financial edge in cam-
paigning. Additionally, financial
facilitation through national banks
and schemes could address state-
specific needs, like agricultural
support amid ongoing urea short-
ages affecting over 70 lakh farm-
ers. Meanwhile, the BRS brings a
robust grassroots network and
influential leaders like founder K
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR), K T
Rama Rao (KTR), and T Harish
Rao. This organizational strength
could enable targeted attacks on
the Congress’s alleged gover-
nance lapses, such as delays in
welfare schemes and internal fac-
tionalism. Rumours of power-
sharing arrangements have circu-
lated, with KTR positioned as a
potential Chief Ministerial candi-
date and Harish Rao eyed for a
Union Cabinet role, blending
regional clout with national influ-
ence. However, these specula-
tions have been met with firm
denials. Harish Rao has repeated-

ly asserted that the BRS aims to
contest independently, targeting a
majority with ambitions of secur-
ing up to 100 seats in the 119-
member Assembly. Similarly, BJP
leaders, including its state presi-
dent N Ramachander Rao, have
dismissed any alliance talks.
Union Minister Bandi Sanjay
Kumar echoed this, labeling the
BRS as “outdated” and ruling out
collaborations.Internal strains
within the BRS further complicate
the alliance narrative. In June,
their MLC K Kavitha publicly
accused certain party sections of
pushing for a merger with the
BJP, highlighting rifts within the
KCR family and raising questions
about succession and stability.
Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy
dismissed merger talks, under-
scoring no such discussions were
entertained. High-profile defec-
tions are reshaping the field. In
August, former MLA Guvvala
Balaraju joined the BJP, part of a
broader trend of political migra-
tions that could influence voter
perceptions ahead of 2028. This
follows earlier shifts, such as the
BJP’s absorption of disgruntled
leaders from other parties, bol-
stering its cadre in key regions like
northern Telangana, where it
secured seven Assembly seats in
2023. The BJP’s vote share has
surged from seven per cent in
2018 to 14 per cent in 2023 and
35 per cent in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, indicating growing appeal
among backward classes (BCs)
and urban voters. The BJP is now
focusing on local body elections,
expected soon, as a prelude to
2028. Party leaders like Sunil
Bansal have emphasized high-
voltage campaigns targeting BCs,
while criticising both Congress
and BRS on corruption and anti-
people policies. This grassroots
push aims to counter the BJP’s
historical weakness in rural areas,
where regional parties dominate.
Under Revanth Reddy, the
Congress is fortifying its position
by emphasizing internal unity and
inclusivity. Since its 2023 victory—
securing 64 seats against BRS’s
39—the party has targeted the
state’s BC population through
enhanced reservations in local
bodies (up to 42 per cent) and
welfare initiatives. Revanth’s
youth-oriented, energetic image,
backed by the party’s high com-
mand, positions him as a bulwark
against any opposition coalition.
The government has also nur-

tured a political-business ecosys-
tem, implementing guarantees
like free power for farmers and
addressing land issues via an
improved version of the Dharani
portal. Yet, challenges loom. KTR
has accused Congress and BJP
of a “secret pact” harming
Telangana’s interests, citing lost
projects and quid pro quo deals.
Anti-incumbency could build by
2028 if issues like urea shortages
and governance gaps persist. The
Congress’s performance in south-
ern Telangana, where it won 30
seats in 2023, will be crucial, while
urban and northern regions
remain vulnerable to BJP inroads.
Telangana’s politics cannot be iso-
lated from national trends. The
BJP’s Hindutva agenda has found
traction in the state, evident in its
2024 Lok Sabha gains, where it
matched Congress’s eight seats
while BRS drew a blank. The
BRS, positioning itself as inde-
pendent, has tied its support in
national matters—like the Vice-
Presidential election—to state-
specific demands, such as urea
supply. This pragmatic stance
underscores its regional focus but
exposes vulnerabilities amid fami-
ly dynamics and defections.
Economic and social issues will
likely dominate the 2028 cam-
paign. Agricultural distress, urban
development, and reservations for
marginalized groups could sway
voters. Opinion polls and analyses
suggest a hung Assembly, with
some predicting a BJP-Jana Sena
Party tie-up or even a post-poll
BRS-BJP government. However,
the BRS resilience—rooted in its
role in Telangana’s formation—
remains a factor, despite its 2023
setback attributed to anti-incum-
bency and welfare discrepancies.
For now, Telangana appears set
for a triangular showdown, with no
clear frontrunner. While the under-
lying logic of a BJP-BRS coalition
persists—driven by mutual bene-
fits and anti-Congress senti-
ment—internal divisions and pub-
lic denials make it unlikely in the
immediate term. As 2028 nears,
electoral math, defections, and
issue-based campaigns could
force realignments. The outcome
will hinge on how each party
addresses local aspirations amid
national pressures, ultimately
determining whether Telangana
witnesses unified opposition or
fragmented mandates.

Child safety and anti trafficking awareness
programme, at Zphs Nellutla

Jangaon,September 05,Metroudayam:

Child safety and anti trafficking awareness pro-

gramme was conducted at Zphs Nellutla g

Lingalaghanpur mandal,Jangaon district.The
teacher Sukumari hpt, was the convenor for the
programme, she talked about the child must be
in safe environment,importance of providing
secure and protective environment to the chil-
dren.This programme focussed on child safety
& preventing human trafficking.Children must
unknown #
persons.They should habituate good man- -
ners,moral values.In this programme the head-

be careful with others and

master Ravinder, teachers
Mahipalreddy, Jyothi, Anitha,

Ghorshingh, *
Mallesh, Shakeel and others participated

CHILD SAFETY & ANTI TRAFFICKING

ZPHs NELLUTLA
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Emraan Hashmi excited to
make Telugu debut with ‘OG’

Bollywood actor Emraan Hashmi is all set to make
his Telugu debut with OG, directed by Sujeeth, and
he couldn’t be more thrilled. The actor, who plays a
ruthless crime boss in the film, will share screen
space with Power Star Pawan Kalyan, setting the
stage for an electrifying clash. “I was thrilled when
| was approached for this film as it would mark my
foray into Telugu cinema. What better way to do
that than locking horns with powerstar Pawan
Kalyan on celluloid,” Emraan shared. The recent-
ly released teaser hints at a gripping face-off
between Emraan’s crime boss and Pawan Kalyan’s
Ojas Gambheera. Talking about his experience,
Emraan added: “Working with director Sujeeth and
Pawan Kalyan was a fantastic experience. Right
from my look, to my lines to my characterisation —
| loved everything about it.” OG also stars Priyanka
Mohan, Arjun Das, Prakash Raj, and Sriya Reddy,
with music composed by Thaman S. Produced by
DVV Danayya of RRR fame, the film is slated for
release on September 25. Monk Films and Vibrant
Vista Entertainments have secured the North India
and Nepal theatrical rights, expanding its reach.
Meanwhile, Emraan was last seen in Ground Zero
and has an exciting lineup ahead, including G2
with Adivi Sesh and the much-anticipated
Awarapan 2, scheduled for April 3, 2026.
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" BUTTERFLIES

Butterfly, oh butterfly,

sky.

Your wings, a kaleidoscope
hue,

and you.

flight,
delight.

Your beauty is a gift to see,

Butterfly, oh so delicate
light,

bright,

free,

her wings,
And fills our hearts with joy

-

Dancing in the suns warm

A rainbows splendor, for me

With every flutter, you take

A whimsical waltz, a gentle

A butterfly, a wonder of glee.

Dances in the warm sunlight.
With wings of colors, vibrant and

She flutters, a wondrous sight.
Her path is winding, her flight is

A symbol of joy, for you and me.
With every beat, she spreads

of

Your path is winding, your journey free,
A symbol of hope, for you and me.

In gardens full of blooms so bright,
You sip nectar, with pure delight.

and

that clings.

SEEMA RANI. (SA - HINDI)
ZPHS SALUGUPALLY.
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Want to milk my body as much as | can for playing Test cricket: Starc

Sydney: Australia fast bowler Mitchell
Starc said his recent decision to retire
from T20ls was aimed at preserving his
body for Test cricket. He also revealed
that he considered giving up one of the
two white-ball formats but opted to con-
tinue in ODIs with an eye on playing the
2027 World Cup. Starc, who made his
T20 international debut in 2012,
announced his retirement from the
shorter format last week to extend his
Test career and set his sights on the
2027 ODI World Cup. "For lack of a
better term, | want to milk my body as
much as | can for as much Test cricket
as possible. That was never going to be
off the table. | just felt like one of the
other (formats) had to give." "l feel like

I've got plenty to offer the ODI team
and with that goal of getting my body
to 2027 - but also being good
enough to be in that team for the
World Cup in 2027. | felt like this was
my best opportunity to prolong my
Test career and get to that World
Cup. "If I wasn't going to be in the
frame for 2027 then | didn't want to
hold up the spot. | still feel like I've
got plenty to offer that ODI team. I'd
thought about it for a while. | feel like
it was probably a good time. I'm 35
now, Tests have always been my pri-
ority and they will remain my priori-
ty," Starc was quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au on Friday.
feels the Australia T20l team is in a

year's T20

done some

is in a great

ment.

out through
He also

great spot in their build-up to the next

World Cup in India and Sri

Lanka. "The T20 team seems pretty set-
tled with the guys that have come in,
they've done some great stuff." "Nathan
Ellis is flying, Ben Dwarshuis has played
a great role, Spencer (Johnson) has

good stuff when he's played,

Sean Abbott as well. | feel like that team

spot and | don't need to inter-

rupt that." Starc signed off by saying he
could have informed skipper Mitchell
Marsh in advance about his T20I retire-
"| probably should have rang
Mitchy. He texted me and said he found

Instagram. | felt bad about

that one - | didn't tell the captain.”
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Lokah: Chapter 1 - Chandra
Box Office Collection 2025 |
India & Worldwide Earnings

Lokah: Chapter 1 - Chandra is a fantasy superhero
comedy movie helmed by Dominic Arun. The
movie earned about 7?39 crore in India. Most of this
came from the Malayalam version. The Tamil and
Telugu versions also made some money. In total,
the movie made around 7?45 crore in India and
about ?48 crore overseas. So, the worldwide total
is nearly 7?94 crore. The movie cost around ?30

crore to make, so it is doing well.

Duleep Trophy: Malewar,
Shubham fifties lead
Central Zone's reply, trail
West Zone by 209 runs

Bengaluru: Fifties from Danish Malewar and
Shubham Sharma, along with an unbeaten 47
from skipper Rajat Patidar, led Central Zone’s
strong reply, as they reached 229/2 in 67 overs
at stumps on Day Two of their Duleep Trophy
semifinal and trail West Zone by 209 runs at
BCCI COE Ground 2 here on Friday. In the
morning, the West Zone were bowled out for
438 in 108 overs, with Ruturaj Gaikwad’s 184
and were supported by fifties from Tanush
Kotian (58) and Shardul Thakur (52). But their
innings came to a swift end as they lost their last
four wickets for 27 runs. Spinners Harsh Dubey
and Saransh Jain picked up three wickets each
for Central Zone. But Malewar’s 76 and
Shubham’s 60 not out, along with Patidar being
unbeaten on 47 off 59 balls, meant Central Zone
are still very much in control of the match.
Malewar and Aayush Pandey put on a stand of
67 runs for the first wicket. After Pandey fell for
40, Malewar then added 93 runs for the second
wicket with Shubham before falling to
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja. Patidar looked fluent
thereafter to be unconquered at stumps along-
side Shubham. For the West Zone, their bowlers
struggled to maintain consistency, especially
with skipper Thakur and Tushar Deshpande
being expensive, while Kotian and Jadeja could-
n’t sustain pressure. Previously, in the morning,
Kotian had a life when Pandey spilt his catch at
the gully off Khaleel Ahmed. Thakur, who
resumed the day on 24, quickly reached his
half-century off 83 balls, as West Zone got past
the 400-mark. But a mix-up with Kotian ensured
Thakur was run out, which marked the start of a
collapse for West Zone. Left-arm spinner
Dubey came in to breach Kotian's defences
while off-spinner Saransh trapped Jadeja Ibw.
The duo would eventually end up with three-fers
each on a day where the Central Zone got
things to move their way. Brief scores: West
Zone 438 all out in 108 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad
184, Tanush Kotian 76; Harsh Dubey 3-118,
Saransh Jain 3-121) lead Central Zone 229/2 in
67 overs (Danish Malewar 76, Shubham
Sharma 60 not out; Arzan Nagwaswalla 1-15,
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 1-38) by 209 runs
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‘Josh’ to ‘Thandel’: 16 Years of Naga
Chaitanya’s fearless film choices

Over the past 16 years,
Naga Chaitanya has
carved a niche for himself
as one of Telugu cinema’s
most versatile actors.
Since his debut in Josh
(2009), the actor has con-
sistently chosen to experi-
ment with roles, moving
beyond the expectations
that came with being
Nagarjuna Akkineni’s son.
His journey reflects a bal-
ance between commercial
entertainers and rooted,
character-driven stories.
Chaitanya first made a
mark with youthful roman-
tic dramas such as Ye
Maaya Chesave (2010),
100% Love (2011), and
Premam (2016). While
these cemented his image
as a romantic lead, he
quickly proved he could
handle action-packed films

Tadakha (2013), Auto
Nagar Surya (2014), and
Savyasachi (2018).
However, it was films like
Manam (2014), Majili
(2019), and Love Story
(2021) that showcased his
emotional depth and acting
maturity. In Majili, his por-
trayal of a troubled hus-
band earned critical
acclaim, while Love Story
broke ground with his per-
formance as a Dalit man
navigating social barriers.
Most recently, Thandel
(2025) added another
feather to his cap, with
Chaitanya impressing
audiences as a rugged
fisherman  from  rural
Andhra Pradesh. The actor
has also embraced digital
storytelling through his
supernatural thriller web
series Dhootha, which pre-
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Video in 2023. The show
became one of the plat-
form’s top South Indian
hits, proving Chaitanya’s
ability to adapt to new for-
mats. Now, as he cele-
brates 16 years in cinema,

ahead with projects like
NC24, continuing his
streak of bold choices.
With a career marked by
versatility, he remains one
of Telugu cinema’s most
reliable and evolving stars.

as well, with titles like

miered on Amazon Prime

Naga

Chaitanya

looks

Rashmika rumored to haunt screens
in Lawrence’s ‘Kanchana 4!’

Rashmika Mandanna, one of South
Indian cinema’s most bankable
stars, is reportedly set to play a
ghost in Kanchana 4, the latest
installment of Raghava Lawrence’s
blockbuster horror-comedy fran-
chise. If the buzz holds true, this
would mark Rashmika’s first super-
natural role in her career, adding a
new dimension to her already versa-
tile lineup.

Directed by and starring Raghava
Lawrence himself, the film is expect-
ed to also feature Pooja Hegde and
Nora Fatehi in key roles, making for
a star-studded cast. Known for
blending supernatural scares with
rib-tickling humor, the Kanchana
series has consistently drawn audi-
ences, and the fourth chapter prom-
ises to carry forward that legacy with

a fresh twist.

Reports suggest that Rashmika’s
inclusion could bring an exciting
dynamic to the franchise, pairing her
charismatic screen presence with
Lawrence’s horror-comedy formula.
With its mix of scares, laughter, and
emotional drama, Kanchana 4 is
already shaping up to be one of
Tamil cinema’s most awaited releas-
es.

Rashmika, who recently appeared in
Kuberaa, continues to juggle South
Indian and Bollywood projects. She
also has the Hindi horror-comedy
Thama and the romance drama The
Girlfriend in her pipeline. Meanwhile,
Raghava Lawrence is busy with
Benz, a vigilante action thriller tied to
the Lokesh Kanagaraj Cinematic
Universe (LCU).

‘Baaghi 4’ Sparks Box Office Frenzy:
Tiger Shroff’s Comeback Gathers Steam

Tiger Shroff's 'Baaghi 4' is creating a
thrilling buzz in advance ticket sales,
signaling possibly his strongest
opening since the pandemic. The
action-packed entertainer has
already outpaced pre-sales of his
recent films Ganapath and Heropanti
2 and is on track to surpass even
Bade Miyan Chote Miyan by the end
of the day. Directed by A Harsha,
'Baaghi 4' has achieved around

?2.75 crore in gross advance book-
ings (excluding blocked seats),
which jumps past ?5 crore once
those are included. For compari-
son, Bade Miyan Chote Miyan
(2024) had garnered ?74.81 crore
(non-block), over 7?7 crore (with
block), while Ganapath (2023)
recorded an unimpressive number
which was under ?3 crore. Heropanti
2 (2022), on the other hand, had an

advanced booking of around ?5
crore with blocks. Clearly, Baaghi 4
is now poised to become Shroff’s
most successful pre-sales release
yet. The 4th instalment in the Baaghi
franchise features an ensemble cast
including Sanjay Dutt, Sonam
Bajwa, Harnaaz Sandhu, and
Shreyas Talpade, and is set to
release on September 5.

Cooks bats for
flexible new—ball rule 1n Tests

Former England captain Alastair
Cook has suggested that teams in
Test cricket should be allowed to
take the new ball at any stage within
160 overs, instead of the current rule
that mandates a fresh ball only after
80 overs. Cook, who retired from
international cricket in 2018, said the
change would add flexibility and tac-
tical depth to the longest format of
the game. “A new rule | would add
would be, how about, in 160 overs,
you can take the new ball whenever
you want? You have got two new
balls for those 160 overs, and you
can take that second ball whenever
you want. You could take one after
30 overs if you wanted to,” he said
during the ‘Stick to Cricket’ podcast.

Former England skipper Michael
Vaughan, who was also part of the
same podcast, called for greater
flexibility in substitutions. said crick-
et was lagging behind other sports

by restricting replacements to
concussion cases alone, citing
the recent India—England series
where Rishabh Pant batted with
a fracture while Dhruv Jurel only
kept wickets. “In the first innings
of a game, let's say Rishabh
Pant takes a knock to his hand.
He can still bat but can’t keep
wickets. Under current rules,
India can’t bring on another
keeper like Dhruv Jurel unless
it'’s a concussion case,” Vaughan
said. “We have concussion subs.
So why don’t we have substitutes?
All of the other sports have it - why
are we allowing the game to be
reduced in quality if someone gets a
clip,” he added.
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