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Mauritius PM to visit Varanasi next week, to
hold bilateral meeting with PM Modi

New Delhi: Mauritius Prime
Minister, Navinchandra
Ramgoolam, is set to visit the
holy city of Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh from September 10 to
12, a senior official of the district
administration said. On
September 11, he will meet
Prime Minister and hold a bilat-
eral meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
"Ramgoolam will also attend
Ganga Arti on September 11. On
September 12, he will offer
prayers to Baba  Kashi
Vishwanath and go to Ayodhya,"
Varanasi Divisional
Commissioner S. Rajalingam
said on Saturday. "PM Modi will
reach Varanasi on September
11. After meeting his Mauritian
counterpart, PM Modi will go
back to Delhi," he added. "The
Prime Minister of Mauritius will
reach Kashi on September 10
for a bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on September 11." In a press
statement, the Union Ministry of
External Affairs said, "Prime
Minister of Mauritius
Navinchandra Ramgoolam will
undertake a state visit to India
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from September 9 to Septembe

16. This will be the first overseas
bilateral visit of Prime Minister
Ramgoolam to India in his pres-
entterm." Ramgoolam had ear-
lier visited India in May 2014.
Prime Minister Ramgoolam wiill
also visit Mumbai and Tirupati.
In Mumbai, he would be attend-
ing a business event. While
addressing a weekly media
briefing in New Delhi on
September 5, MEA
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal

|

recalled Ramgoolam's earlier
visit to India in 2014 to attend
the swearing-in ceremony of
Prime Minister Modi. Last
month, Ramgoolam had wished
PM Modi and people of India on
Independence Day. While
extending wishes to India on the
occasion of Independence Day,
Ramgoolam said that Mauritius
celebrates the values of free-
dom, democracy and unity that
India has so valiantly upheld
since 1947. He emphasised that

CM Revanth Reddy expresses delight over

peaceful Ganesh immersions, lauds officials

Hyderabad: Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has expressed
satisfaction over the peaceful
conclusion of the Vinayaka
immersion celebrations held in
Hyderabad and across
Telangana. In a statement
released by his office, the Chief
Minister praised the devotion of
devotees who worshipped Lord
Ganesha for nine days before
bidding him a grand farewell.

Revanth Reddy extended his
congratulations to the police,
municipal, revenue, electricity,

Fire erupts at EIPL in
Visakhapatnam

A significant fire has erupted at EIPL, a Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) unit in
Visakhapatnam following a lightning strike on a
petroleum tank. The incident occurred earlier
today, prompting immediate action from company
management, who swiftly evacuated all employ-
ees to ensure their safety. Emergency services
were promptly notified, and fire brigade personnel
arrived at the scene to tackle the raging inferno.
Local residents expressed their panic and concern
as the fire blazed, casting an enormous plume of
smoke over the surrounding area. Efforts to con-
trol the fire are currently underway, and updates
are expected as the situation develops. More infor-
mation regarding potential damages and injuries is
pending while authorities assess the situation.

transport, and Panchayat Raj
departments, as well as festival
committee members, manda-
pam organisers, crane opera-
tors, and all devotees who
worked diligently to ensure the
Ganesh Shobha Yatra proceed-
ed without any incidents over
the nine-day period. He particu-
larly acknowledged the efforts of
those involved in facilitating the
smooth and timely immersion of
countless Ganesh idols in
Hyderabad, including at notable
locations such as Tank Bund.

the bond between two nations is
rooted in history and culture.
"Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
On this auspicious occasion of
India’s Independence Day, |
extend my warmest wishes to
the Government and people of
India. As we commemorate this
historic day, we celebrate the
values of freedom, democracy
and unity that India has so
valiantly upheld since 1947. The
bonds between Mauritius and
India are rooted in history, cul-
ture and ties that continue to
inspire cooperation, friendship
and mutual respect between our
nations. May India continue to
flourish in peace, prosperity and
progress, guiding the world with
its example of resilience and
vision. Happy Independence
Day, India!" Ramgoolam said in
a post on X. PM Modi thanked
his counterpart from the
Mauritius and called Mauritius
India's "strategic and trusted
partner" in shared pursuit of
progress, prosperity and a bright
future for people of two nations.
"Deeply appreciate your warm
wishes, Prime Minister Dr. Navin
Ramgoolam, on the occasion of

our Independence Day.
Mauritius will always remain a
strategic and trusted partner in
our shared pursuit of progress,
prosperity and a bright future for
our peoples," PM Modi posted
on X. Earlier this year, PM Modi
was on a two-day State visit to
Mauritius at the invitation of
Ramgoolam to attend the 57th
National Day celebrations of
Mauritius. During the visit, PM
Modi held bilateral meeting with
Ramgoolam and Mauritius
President Dharam Gokhool.
India has "close and longstand-
ing relations" with Mauritius,

anchored in shared history,
demography and  culture,
according to Indian High

Commission in Mauritius state-
ment. Mauritius was one of the
handful of important countries
with which independent India
established diplomatic relations
in 1948, even before the inde-
pendence of Mauritius. The rela-
tionship has been characterised
by a high level of trust and mutu-
al understanding at the leader-
ship level and continued high-
level political engagement.

Dr B Anusha receives Best Teacher

Award from CM

Kurnool: On the occasion of the State
Government’'s Teachers’ Day, Dr B »
Anusha, a lecturer in the Chemistry
Department of Cluster University,
Silver Jubilee Government Degree
College, received the Best Teacher

Award from the hands of Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu and Education & IT Minister Nara Lokesh
on Saturday. Dr B Anusha was selected as a 2011 degree lecturer.
She first started her career at NPS Government Degree College
Women’s Chittoor. She worked there until 2015. From there, she
worked at KVR Degree College, Kurnool until 2021. Currently work-
ing at Silver Jubilee Degree College, she has been selected for the
Best Teacher Award. Cluster University VC Acharya V Venkata
Basava Rao, Silver Jubilee College Vice Principal BR Prasad
Reddy, Cluster University Control of Examinations Dean Dr Nagaraj
and others expressed their congratulations.

Arvind Kejriwal Challenges PM
Modi To Impose 75% Tariff On US

Imports, Warns Of Farmer Crisis

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) convener Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to take a firm stand against the
United States by imposing a 75 per cent tariff
on American imports. His remarks came in
response to Washington’s decision to impose a
50 per cent duty on Indian goods. Kejriwal
declared that the entire country would support
Modi if he acted decisively, saying such a move
would force President Donald Trump to “bow
down.” He accused the Modi government of
failing to protect national interests and criticised it for exempting an 11 per
cent duty on US cotton imports until December 31, 2025. According to him,
this decision enriches American farmers while leaving Indian cotton growers,
particularly in Gujarat, at a severe disadvantage.
Indian farmers, Kejriwal warned that with cheap US cotton flooding the mar-
ket, local producers could receive less than 7900, leaving them unable to
repay loans taken for seeds, fertilisers, and labour. He cautioned that many
could be driven to suicide due to financial distress. He further alleged that the
Modi government had “bowed down” under Trump’s pressure, calling the US
president a “coward” and a “timid person.” Kejriwal argued that instead of
exempting duties, India should have imposed even stricter tariffs on cotton
and other American goods. In addition to tariffs, the AAP leader demanded the
restoration of the 11 per cent duty on US cotton, introduction of a fair Minimum
Support Price (MSP), and financial assistance for farmers. He also claimed
that the US tariffs were impacting not only the agricultural sector but also
India’s diamond workers. The Centre, however, defended its decision, saying
that relaxing cotton import duties would benefit India’s export-driven indus-
tries, especially small and medium enterprises.

Highlighting the plight of

Nagarjunasagar
Reservoir Reaches
Full Capacity

The Nagarjunasagar reservoir is
now at full capacity, prompting
the reopening of the project's
crest gates. A total of ten gates
have been lifted to release
water downstream, matching
the inflow of 133,824 cusecs
with an equal outflow. Of the
released water, 9,500 cusecs
are directed to the right canal,
8,454 cusecs to the left canal,
and 32,480 cusecs through the
power canal. The reservoir’'s
water level, which reached its
full mark of 590 feet, has cur-
rently settled at 589.70 feet. In
terms of storage, the reservoir's
full capacity stands at 312.04
TMC, while the current storage
level is recorded at 311.14 TMC.
The management continues to
monitor the situation closely as
water levels fluctuate.




N2

Grand celebrations of
Ganesh immersion at
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Srikrishna Colony, Jangaon
Jangaon, September 07,Metroudayam:
Ganesh immersion celebrations have been con-
ducted successfully in the Srikrishna colony,near
govt hospital Jangaon.The colony devotees did
rituals for ten days,children, elders all participated
in the ganesh immersion rally with cultural activi-
ties.In this programme the president kedireddy jai
hind,general secretary namani goutham bhasker,
honorary president ramreddy, treasurer aare

Monday September 8 2025

All India Jail Duty Meet -

Telangana State Prisons
and Corrections
Department Director
General Dr. Sowmya
Mishra IPS

Hyderabad, September
07: Metroudayam
The 7th All India Jail Duty
Meet - 2025 under the
auspices of the Telangana
Jails and Corrections
Department will be held
from September 9th to
11th this month at the
RBVRR Telangana Police

Academy, Hyderabad.

More than 1,300 prison
personnel (including 184
women) from 21 states
and 3 union territories of

the country will participate
and showcase their talent
in 36 categories.These
include professional com-
petitions like first aid, wel-

fare schemes, quizzes,
computer skills, as well as
sports and cultural compe-
titions like athletics, volley-
ball, kabaddi, basketball,
karate, Krav Maga, music,
dance, painting.This is the
second time that
Telangana is hosting this
prestigious national level
event.First held in 2015,
Telangana had won the
overall championship in
the 6th Jail Duty Meet held
in Ahmedabad in 2022.

For the first time, an All

India Techno Expo and a
display stall of prison prod-
ucts were also set up this

time.As part of the
preparatory programme,
Dr. Sowmya Mishra,
Director General,

Telangana Prisons and
Corrections Department,
distributed sports kits to 84

members of the IPS
Telangana contingent
team and encouraged

them to excel with disci-
pline and confidence at the
national level.The depart-
ment has completed all the
arrangements for this pro-
gram in coordination with
the Bureau of Police
Research & Development,

2025 from 9th

;s S ey
New Delhi and the Union
Home Ministry.On

Tuesday, the 9th at 9:30
am, the state Governor
Jistudev Verma will partici-
pate as the chief guest and
inaugurate the jail duty

meet at the Police
Academy in Himayat
Sagar.

The program will be

attended by the Chief
Secretary to the State
Government K.
Ramakrishna Rao IAS,
Special Chief Secretary to

the State Home
Department Ravi Gupta
IPS, State DGP Dr.

Jitender IPS, and others.

srinivas, executive members boda narender, jaa-

jaala srinivas,ankam ravinder, bandi
galreddy,Renukuntla Murali, karduri
buchireddy,aare Srinivas, maarapaka
srinivas,kesireddy srikanth, ullengula

srikanth,kondale nagaraju, pogula manmadha
reddy, gaddala amrutharao, tharun, abbas and

others participated.
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Waiting

Oh beloved, your smiles alone

Weave bonds of affection in my heart.

Your glances sing melodies to me,
Like a gentle veena strummed by the soul.

When the flowers bloom in colors,

Sweet emotions blossom within me.

In that moment,

| overflow with joy, dancing in delight,

As | see your blooming jasmine-like smile.

Even the moonlight in the sky falls silent,
Hiding in the blue clouds above.
My eyes search the horizons, looking for you.

What spell have you cast on my heart?
| cant go a minute without seeing you...

Is your face not like a Karthika deepam flame?

So many thoughts whisper about you in me.
When a gentle breeze passes by,
It feels like your form embraces me.

When, oh when, will you
finally reach me, my love?
For now, | wait... in long-
ing...

For your arrival.
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Waltair Division organized a special
edition of the Khelo India Schemes
FIT INDIA initiative Sundays on
Cycle today, September 7, 2025,
with the campaign message Fitness
ki Dose, Aadha Ghanta Roz aimed
at integrating fitness into daily life.

Waltair Division hosted an energetic
Sundays on Cycle event, as a part of
the nationwide Fit India Movement,
to encourage regular physical activi-
ty among employees and the citi-
zens. The initiative saw the active
involvement of officers, children,
eminent sportspersons, and employ-
ees. The Cycle Rally was organized
by the East Coast Railway Sports
Association -Waltair, under the lead-

International Kuchipudi

Dance Artists

Hyderabad, September:7, Metroudayam
The International Kuchipudi Dance Artists
Competition has begun in a grand manner at
the Thyagaraya Gana Sabha, chikkadpally,
Hyderabad premises.BRS State Leaders
Nagesh Mudiraj, Retired Judge
Madhusudan, and K N Rao Defense Officer
participated as the chief guests in this cultur-
al program and presented prizes to the win-
ners.Speaking on the occasion, Nagesh
Mudiraj expressed his happiness that hun-
dreds of prominent Kuchipudi artists from the

Competitions

country and abroad participated in this pro-
gram, displayed their talent and won
awards.He congratulated the Bangaru
Telangana organizer Vicky Master.He sug-
gested that the artists should participate in
such programs in the coming days to make
this program more successful and showcase
their talent.He praised the talent of the artists,
saying that each and every artist who partici-
pated in this program is a winner.He thanked
everyone who came from far away to partici-
pate in this event and make it a success.

ership of Divisional Railway
Manager Shri Lalit Bohra, and coor-
dinated by Sports Officer Shri M
Haranadh and General Secretary
Smt N Usha. The rally commenced
from the DRM residence and tra-
versed DRM Office, Wireless
Colony, Dolphin Nose Colony, and
Station Road.

A dedicated Yoga Session was con-
ducted at the DRM bungalow by the
ECoR Womens Welfare
Organisation, Waltair, led by Smt.
Jyotsna Bohra, President of
ECoRWWO-Waltairr, ECoRWWO
members and women staff partici-
pated enthusiastically, performing
various asanas and receiving valu-
able health tips to reinforce the
importance of holistic well-being.

Speaking on the occasion DRM said
that the Fit India Movement,

DRM LEADS SUNDAYS ON
CYCLE FIT INDIA INITIATIVE

launched by the Honble Prime
Minister in 2019, aims to make fit-
ness an essential part of daily life for
all citizens. Under this vision, the Fit
India Cycling Drive, initiated on
December 17, 2024, in New Delhi,
has evolved into a nationwide cam-
paign. The Sundays on Cycle initia-
tive was highlighted by the Honble
Prime Minister in the 117th episode
of Mann Ki Baat underscoring its
role in promoting health and well-
ness, he added.

The campaign now incorporates
activities such as Yoga, Zumba, and
Skipping Rope alongside cycling,
broadening community participation
and fostering a culture of regular
physical activity. Reflecting this spir-
it, Waltair Division organized a com-
bined cycling rally and special yoga
camp for todays edition.
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Guru
Dakshina A
Token of
Gratitude

We, the students of
Z.P.H.S. Bejjur School,
are fortunate to have
dedicated teachers who
strive to enhance our
intellect and guide us on
the path of progress.
They impart knowledge,
values, and skills that
shape our lives. Just like
we nurture the trees
weve planted in our
school premises, our
teachers nurture us with
care and dedication.
Significance of Guru
Dakshina
On the auspicious occa-
sion of Teachers Day,

were honoring our
respected Incharge
Head  master, Mr.

Punesh Sir, with a small
token of appreciation,
known as Guru
Dakshina. This noble
tradition symbolizes our
gratitude and respect for
our teachers. Guru
Dakshina is not just a
symbolic gesture; it
acknowledges the vital
role teachers play in
shaping our lives.
Importance of Guru

Dakshina
Guru Dakshina instills a
sense of gratitude and
respect in students
towards their teachers.
This tradition strength-
ens the bond between
students and teachers,
recognizing the teach-
ers hard work and dedi-
cation. Guru Dakshina
can take various forms,
such as:

- Monetary gifts

- Fruits or flowers

- Personal services

- Letters of apprecia-
tion

Poetrys & &
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In modern tlmes Guru

Dakshina may also
include:
- Heartfelt letters or
cards

- Small gifts or tokens
- Acts of service or
assistance

Impact of Guru
Dakshina
Guru Dakshina has a
profound impact on both
students and teachers.
For students, it fosters a
sense of gratitude and
respect for their teach-
ers. For teachers, it
acknowledges their
efforts and dedication,
motivating them to con-
tinue shaping young
minds.

Conclusion Guru
Dakshina is a sacred
tradition that celebrates
the teacher-student
relationship. By offering
Guru Dakshina, we stu-
dents demonstrate our
appreciation for our
teachers guidance and
support. This tradition
not only honors our
teachers but also
reminds us of the impor-
tance of respecting and
valuing the knowledge
and wisdom they impart.

Your obedient stu-
dents,

Rishi Vardhan,

Class 6th, Satyawati,
Sonakshi, Apurva
Team,

Z.P.H.S. Bejjur,
Mandal Bejjur.
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Chandni Chowk,
DELHI A sensory overload, a
Delhi, city of dreams and chaotic brook.
might,

A blend of old and new, a
wondrous sight.

From Qutub Minars tow-
ering height,

To Humayuns Tomb, a
Mughal delight.

The Red Forts grandeur,
a story to tell,

Of empires risen, and
empires fell.

The bustling streets of

-

The scent of street food,
a flavorful treat,

The sound of horns, a
symphony to beat.

The Jama Masjids
majesty, a sight to
behold,

A testament to faith, a
story to unfold.

Delhi, a city of contrasts,
a city of pride,

A melting pot of cultures,
side by side.

From ancient ruins to
modern might,

Delhi shines bright, a
beacon in the night.

SEEMA RANI (SA
HINDI)

ZPHS SALUGUPAL-
LY.
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New Delhi: In the current geopoli-
tics, the questions attracting world
attention revolve around US
President  Donald  Trump’s
response to the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation(SCO)
summit held at Tianjin, China, on
August 31-September 1, 2025,
India’s equation with the US and
Russia, and China’'s emergence
as the other superpower besides
the US. It needs to be pointed out
that Prime Minister Modi visited
China for the SCO summit, and
his one-on-one meetings with
President Xi Jinping of China and
President Vladimir Putin of Russia
were a logical part of the same.
India’s participation in the SCO
conference at the highest level
was a confirmation of the policy of
the Modi regime to develop bilat-
eral friendships with all for the
country’s security and economic
benefits, and an expression of
India’s sovereign power to remain
non-aligned towards world play-
ers. Russia had been acting as a
‘balancing’ power between the US
and China, with its known antago-
nism coming off as a notable fea-
ture of the Tianjin meet. Also, India
was able to give a message to the
US that Trump’s ‘tariff pressure’
would not shake this country’s
resolve to pursue its economic
interests by ‘diversifying’ trade
relations across the world. On the
whole what happened at SCO
summit has added to India’s
standing in the international com-
munity. Prime Minister Modi visit-
ed Japan on his way to China-
Japan is a leading member of the
US-led Quad with its declared aim
of countering China’s expansionist
designs in the Indo-Pacific region,
and this reaffirmed India’s commit-
ment to the ‘nation first’ policy.
The event that stole the show from
the SCO summit was the grand
military parade held at Tiananmen
Square, Beijing on September 3 to
mark the 80th anniversary of
Japan’s World War-Il surrender.
The trio of President Xi Jinping,
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President Putin and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un walking to the
rostrum together, made for a com-
pelling message of unity amongst
them. Putin addressing Kim as
‘Dear Chairman of State Affairs’
and thanked him for sending North
Korean troops to Russia to put up
a ‘courageous and heroic’ fight
against Ukrainian forces. The
chief of Russia’s Rosatom state
nuclear  corporation, Alexei
Likhachev gave out that President
Putin had promised to help China
overtake the US as the world’s
biggest producer of nuclear
power. The Beijing parade tended
to confirm that China under Xi
Jinping, with its military, techno-
logical and trade power now leads
the anti-US block. President
Trump reacted to the Beijing
parade by accusing Xi Jinping of
‘conspiring against the US’ and, in
an interview, reminded the
Chinese President that the US
had the ‘strongest military in the
world’. In a light-hearted com-
ment, Russian President Putin
said that President Trump dis-
played ‘a sense of humour’ by
talking of such a conspiracy. Putin
went on to claim that ‘all countries
with which Russia held talks in
China supported the Russia-US
summit in Alaska and expressed
hopes that it would help to end the
war in Ukraine’. President Putin

seemed committed to peace talks
to resolve Russia-Ukraine conflict
as he acknowledged ‘the sincerity
of efforts by US to find a settle-
ment for Europe’s biggest land
war since WW-II" and added that
he saw ‘a certain light at the end of
the tunnel’. The Russian President
used the Beijing visit to convey a
message to Kyiv that there was a
chance to end the war in Ukraine
through negotiations ‘ if common
sense prevails’ and stated that he
would prefer that option but would
not hesitate ‘to end it by force if
that was the only way’. He said he
was ready to hold talks with
Volodymyr Zelenskyy even though
the latter had avoided facing re-
election by imposing Martial Law
and ‘presided over an illegitimate
regime’. President Putin as
already mentioned seems to be
playing a’balancing role’ between
US and China and also between
India and China. He reprimanded
his US counterpart Donald Trump
for attempting to exert ‘colonial era
pressure tactics’ on India and
China by talking of ‘punitive’ tariffs
and pointed out that these were
‘powerful economies’ in their own
right which deserved to be treated
as ‘partners’. Prime Minister
Modi’s visit to China after seven
years has apparently yielded mod-
est gains in the ongoing process
of rebuilding bilateral relations that

had dipped because of Galwan.
Indian Prime Minister made a
reassuring remark that ‘bilateral
ties should not be seen through a
third country lens’ while China also
claimed that India had joined
China in opposing ‘unilateral bully-
ing’-a clear reference to Trump’s
arbitrary tariffs. In his meeting with
Xi Jinping on the sideline of SCO
summit, Prime Minister Modi
‘underlined the importance of
peace and tranquility in the border
areas for continued development
of bilateral relations’-the Chinese
President taking the line that the
two countries ‘must not let the bor-
der issue come in the way of
improvement of their relationship.
While  maintaining  vigilance
against China as a potential
adversary, India can explore the
power of flexibility to try out a dual-
track approach towards that coun-
try. In an uncertain global land-
scape, India’s belief in a multipolar
world order, strategic autonomy
and position of this country as a
major voice on issues of ‘war and
peace’ as also on humanitarian
development, has stood the test of
time and needs to be pursued
without undue expectations from
any quarters. It is seen that trade
negotiations between India and
the US have been stalled with the
sixth round scheduled for August
25 getting postponed following the
tariff escalation. However, Indian
Commerce Minister, Piyush
Goyal, leading the Indian side
maintained that both sides hoped
to conclude a trade deal soon
enough. Meanwhile, President
Donald Trump said on September
3 that there was no lowering the
punitive tariff imposed on India but
added in the same breadth that
we get along with India very well’.
India has called the tariffs ‘unjusti-
fied and unreasonable’ but main-
tained that it will take all necessary
measures to safeguard ‘its nation-
al interests and economic securi-
ty’. India is adhering to strategic
patience in handling the ‘transac-
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tional’ style of functioning of
President Trump. Sticking to the
principle of national sovereignty in
deciding about its purchase of oil
from Russia, it is using the grid of
understanding that exists between
India and Russia to handle the
issue. On trade it is exploring the
prospect of diversifying its deals
with countries of Europe, the
South and Eurasia. A guarded
approach to India-China trade
relations is fine. There is a new
era of smart diplomacy setting in
and India was well-positioned to
make use of it. Prime Minister
Modi’s visit to Tianjin in China for
the SCO summit was not expect-
ed to materially alter the fact of
India-China relations being under
a shadow of distrust and hostility
that had built up around border
disputes, military support of China
to Pakistan in the armed con-
frontation between India and
Pakistan following the Pak-direct-
ed terrorist attack at Pahalgam
and the expansion of Chinese
influence in India’s neighbour-
hood. In spite of the provocation of
‘punitive’ tariff imposed on India by
President Trump for the import of
oil from Russia, the nature of rela-
tionship of India with US-Israel
axis remained  substantially
strong. President Putin reportedly
shared with Prime Minister Modi
his impression of a favourable out-
come of the Alaska summit
between him and President
Trump. The triangular equation of
goodwill between US, Russia and
India is largely undisturbed. The
adverse comments of Donald
Trump on SCO can be interpreted
basically as an expression of
Trump’s disapproval of China try-
ing to emerge as the second
superpower. President Trump
makes a clear distinction between
Putin and Xi Jinping. All of this
enables India to play its diplomat-
ic cards for preserving its best
interests and also for enhancing
its standing as a major power in
today’s world.

‘Lekkala Master’ review: A slow-
moving episode that fails to add up

ETV Win’s latest outing, “Lekkala

"Society", opened up
about the harsh reali-
ties of the entertain-
ment industry. She
revealed that she had
to face multiple rejec-
tions from the filmmakers as they judged her solely
on her looks, and not on her talent. Gargi admitted
that she was even advised to go under the knife.
Talking about her experience, she said, “| was
directly told that if | got ‘proper surgery’ done, they
would consider me for roles. It was heartbreaking
because instead of focusing on my performance,
they made me feel that | wasn’t ‘good enough’ to fit
into their idea of beauty.” Gargi shared that such
remarks initially shook her confidence; however,
with time, she realized that talent and hard work are
the real game changers. “I wondered if my dreams
were even valid, because every meeting would end
with a comment on how | should change myself
physically. But with time, | realized talent and hard
work matter far more than superficial changes," she
added. Emphasizing the need for the industry to
move on from its narrow beauty standards, Gargi
went on to share, “Cinema should celebrate indi-
viduality. If every actor looks the same because of
surgeries, where will originality and relatability go?”
Gargi remains determined to carve her own path in
the industry and inspire all those who face similar
circumstances. “l won'’t give up. | want to inspire
others who face similar judgments to believe in
themselves and not let anyone dictate how they
should look,” she affirmed. Gargi made her debut in
reality television with the show “Society.” Featuring
25 contestants, the show had them competing in a
tier-based format — Royals, Regulars, and Rags—
facing challenges on a daily basis to win the title of
“Asli Baazigar.”

Master”, from the weekly series
Katha Sudha, promised a nostalgic
yet heartfelt story. Unfortunately,
despite a strong setup, the episode
doesn’t quite meet expectations.
The episode follows Sahasra
Deverakonda (Sumashree
Madhira), a mathematics professor
abroad, who returns to her child-
hood school as a chief guest. Her
visit triggers memories of her early
struggles with math and her influen-
tial teacher, Mallikarjuna Prasad
(Srinivas Avasarala). The narrative
explores how this teacher believed
in her when she didn’t believe in her-
self, shaping her journey. A few
classroom moments about the
importance of education are por-
trayed decently, and some family-
oriented sequences connect with
traditional audiences. Young actress
Sahasra Sri delivers an earnest per-
formance, convincingly embodying
her role with emotional depth.
Srinivas Avasarala, too, is well-suit-
ed for the part of the teacher, bring-
ing gravitas to his dialogues and
interactions with the student. The
vintage backdrop and set design are
noteworthy, giving the episode a
visually appealing touch. The
biggest drawback of Lekkala Master
is its sluggish pacing. At 40 minutes,
the episode feels unnecessarily
stretched, with several sequences
dragging instead of engaging.
Logical loopholes also weaken the
narrative. For instance, it's uncon-

vincing that a seasoned teacher
wouldn’t know how his students are
performing academically. Moreover,
Avasarala’s sudden emotional turn
feels forced and unnatural, leaving
viewers disconnected from the
drama. On the technical front, the
production values are solid. The vin-
tage detailing, art design, and cine-
matography work in favor of the
episode. Even the music is decent.
However, these strengths can’t fully
compensate for the lackluster writing
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and weak execution. Overall,
Lekkala Master carries a meaningful
core but struggles with weak narra-
tion and sluggish storytelling.
Srinivas Avasarala and child actress
Sahasra Sri stand out, but beyond
their performances, the episode
feels like a missed opportunity. With
tighter writing and sharper execu-
tion, it could have been impactful. As
it stands, it's a passable watch only
if approached with very low expecta-
tions.
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