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A Visionary Leader Shaping

Shri Anup Kumar
Satpathy, a 1993 batch IRTS
officer, has carved a distin-
guished career marked by
unwavering dedication, deci-
sive leadership, and remark-
able results across multiple
railway zones. From his tenure
as Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM) of Waltair Division to
his current role as Principal
Chief Safety Officer of South
East Central Railway in
Bilaspur, Satpathy's journey
exemplifies the storied legacy
of Waltair—a division with over
135 years of history that has
produced top railway leaders,
including General Managers
and Railway Board Members.

Exemplary Leadership at
Waltair Division

As DRM of Waltair Division
under East Coast Railway,
Satpathy earned the affection-
ate title of "People’s DRM"
through his strict yet empathet-
ic approach, emphasizing
transparency, zero tolerance
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for corruption and indiscipline,
and a four-point commitment:
protecting the division's repu-
tation, advancing infrastruc-
ture, and ensuring satisfaction
for staff, officers, passengers,
and customers. His bold deci-
sions tackled long-avoided
issues, including transfer-
ring under-performing
long-serving officials
despite pressures,
while conducting
surprise checks
to safeguard
railway proper-
ties and main-
tain accounta-

bility.
Under his guid-
ance, Waltair

flourished
across safety,
infrastructure,
passenger
amenities, asset
management,
human resources,
and revenue innova-
tion. The division
achieved its highest-ever

revenue of over Rs 9,000
crores in FY 2023-24—five
years ahead of the national
average. Scrap disposal hit
record highs, with 17 lakh
tonnes in just 360 days and
revenue surging 710.65% to
surpass Rs 32.7 crores from
the previous year. Non-fare
revenue reached Rs 5.25
crores in 2022-23, exceeding
targets by 65%.

Passenger services trans-
formed with the conversion of
ICF to modern LHB coaches
for 7 drivers and 11 originating
train pairs, enhanced sanita-
tion drives, anti-trespassing
penalties, and public aware-
ness on littering and safety.
The One Station One Product
stalls at seven stations boost-

ed local artisans, earning
widespread acclaim. |
Infrastructure milestones

included pushing for platforms
9 and 10 at Visakhapatnam
station, an underbridge at
Gopalapatnam after years of
delay, and 100 km of doubling

work in 2022-23.
Visakhapatnam station
became

N

South India's first to earn Right
Station Certification and Green
Railway Station Certification in
January 2023. At the 67th
Railway Week Awards, Waltair
clinched a record 14 shields
for best performance.
Trailblazing Roles and
National Recognition
Satpathy's impact extended
beyond Waltair. He served
in logistics at South
Eastern Railway, Waltair,
South Central Railway,
East Coast Railway, as
Chairman/Recruitment
and Senior Divisional
Operations Manager in
N a gp ur,
Transportation
Planning Manager at
Eastern Railways (July

2023), and Principal
Chief Operations
Manager (PCOM) at North

Eastern Railway (NER) with

additional PCCM charge. He
received the National Award in
2000 and Railway Minister's

Railways' Future

Award in 2002.

His expertise shone during
Mahakumbh 2025 at
Prayagraj, where NER con-
tributed to operating over
17,000 trains (exceeding the
13,000 plan), with enhanced
facilities like 4,244 extra
coaches, 175 passenger
amenities, 48 platforms, 31
FOBs, 554 ticketing counters,
and robust medical/emergency
support. Hon'ble Railway
Minister Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw personally com-
mended the Rail Karmayogis,
including IRTS officers like
Satpathy, for this unprecedent-
ed effort.

Following a heartfelt farewell
from NER, Satpathy now leads
as Principal Chief Safety
Officer at South East Central
Railway, Bilaspur, ready for
new challenges. His legacy of
innovation, integrity, and peo-
ple-centric leadership contin-
ues to inspire Indian Railways.
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Srilatha Bhadru Naik met
with Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and extended New
Year greetings...

Medipally, January:01 (Metro udayam)
On Thursday, on the occasion of the New
Year, Srilatha Bhadru Naik, along with her
family members, met Chief Minister Enumula

Revanth Reddy at the Secretariat and con-
veyed New Year greetings.

Happy
New Year 2026

Hyderabad, Jan: 1, Metroudayam
City residents celebrated the New Year festiv-
ities grandly.Children bid good bye to 2025
and welcomed the year 2026.Children
enjoyed themselves with games and songs on
the 31st.In this way, the children residing in Sri
Santosh Praveen Apartments in Old
Safilguda, Hyderabad, participated in the New
Year celebrations, welcoming the new year
with games and songs.

Children participated in games, singing com-
petitions, and fancy dress competitions.They
cut a cake to welcome the New Year and
extended their wishes.Sudiksha, Saketh Tej,
Adhya, A. Sanvi, Diviksha, Sariyu, Harsha,
Honey, Venny, CH. Saanvi, Vinny, Laddu,
Maira, Chamundi, and their parents participat-
ed in these celebrations.

Tungaturthi Ravi met
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and extended
New Year greetings.

Medipally, January 1 (Metro udayam)
Tungaturthi Ravi, former president of the
Congress party in Peerzadiguda Municipal
Corporation, courteously met Telangana State
Chief Minister Enumula Revanth Reddy at the
Telangana State Secretariat and conveyed
New Year greetings. On this occasion, he con-
gratulated the Chief Minister, expressing his
hope that the state's development and public
welfare programs would be successfully
implemented.
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Tungathurthi Ravi extended New Year
greetings to Minister Seethakka and
CM's advisor Vem Narender Reddy.

Medipally, January 1
(Metro udayam)

On the occasion of the
New Year, Tungathurthi
Ravi, along with Karre
Rajesh, Muthyalu Yadav,
Srinivas Reddy, and Legal
Cell President Prabhakar
Reddy, respectfully met
and extended New Year
greetings to Telangana

State Panchayat Raj and
Rural Development
Minister Danasari Anasuya
Seethakka, Telangana
State Advisor Vem.
Narender, Nagarkurnool
Member of Parliament
Mallu Ravi, Medchal-
Malkajgiri District DCC
President and Medchal
constituency in-charge
Vajresh Yadav, former

|

Medchal constituency MLA

Malipeddi Sudheer Reddy,
Uppal constituency in-
charge Mandumula
Parameshwar Reddy,
Telangana State Congress
Party General Secretary
Charan Kaushik Yadav,
Chief Minister's personal
observers Anil Reddy and
Anji Reddy, and Telangana
State Child Rights

Commission

Protection
member Gogula Saritha.

The event was attended by
Peerzadiguda Congress
party leaders Mudigonda

Ramesh, Yasaram
Nagesh, Shravan, and
leaders from Ghatkesar
and Pocharam municipali-
ties, among others.

Dhanavath Srikanth Naik pays a
courtesy visit to CM Revanth Reddy
on the occasion of the New Year...

Medipally January:01
(Metro udayam)
On the auspicious occa-
sion of the New Year,
Dhanavath Srikanth Naik,
President of the Tribal
Working Journalists
Association, Medchal dis-
trict, paid a courtesy visit to
the State Chief Minister,
Revanth Reddy. On this
occasion, he extended his
heartfelt New Year greet-
ings to the Chief Minister.
He expressed his hope

I .eaders met the

that the New Year would
bring auspicious results for
all the people of the state,
and especially wished that
the government would
work even harder for the
welfare of tribals, the poor,
and journalists. Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
also extended his New
Year greetings and stated
that the role of journalists is
crucial in the development
of the state.

.
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Corporator and extended

Hyderabad, Jan:1,
Metroudayam
On the occasion of the
New Year, the BRS divi-
sion Leaders met
Kukatpally MLA
Madhavaram Krishna Rao
and Corporator Muddam
Narasimha Yadav and
extended New Year greet-

ings. On Thursday, at his
residence, under the lead-
ership of Anjaiah Nagar
Retail Vegetable Market
Chairman Makkala
Satyanarayana, leaders
Balraj, Nagesh, Krishna
Reddy, and Sarojadevi met
him, presented a bouquet,
and felicitated him with a

New Year greetings

shawl, conveying their New
Year wishes. On this occa-
sion, the MLA said that he
wished the people to be
blessed with long life, good
health, and happiness in

this new year. He said that
he would work as a servant
of the people and the lead-
ers and party workers who
have shown so much affec-
tion towards him.
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National Road Safety Month
Inaugural Programme

On the occasion of the
National Road Safety
Awareness Programme
2026, the District
Collector and District
Magistrate today
released pamphlets at the
Collector’s Office. On this
occasion, the Collector

Pamphlets and posters
were released to create
public awareness. The
Engineering Departments
were instructed to install
proper road markings and
signboards. Steps were
also directed to be taken
to prevent vehicular pollu-

awareness on road safe-
ty. Special focus should
be given to ensuring safe-
ty for two-wheeler riders,
pedestrians, and school
children.

The Commissioner of
Police, Visakhapatnam,
stated that the month-

gl

licences of drivers violat-
ing traffic rules should be
suspended for a period of
three months. He also
appealed to the public not
to drive vehicles under
the influence of alcohol.

It was further stated that
road safety programmes
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Grand New Year
Celebrations in the
North Constituency

Amberpet January:01 (Metro udayam):

BRS senior youth leader Abdul Nayeem's birthday oJ3 Z - : —_—
celebrations were held grandly amidst his fans, Visakhapatnam..... On the occasion of the New
with much fanfare and revelry, including cutting a Year, grand celebrations were held today in the
cake. During the celebrations, various political and North Constituency. Leaders and workers from the
Dalit community leaders presented him with bou- BJP, TDP, and Jana Sena parties, along with East
quets and felicitated him with shawls. Those who ACP Lakshmanamurthy, Fourth Town ClI Umakant,
felicitated him included MRPS state leader and Sls Balakrishna, Ashwini, and Chinnababu, par-
Badugula Balakrishna, BRS senior leaders ticipated in the event and extended New Year greet-
Rangula Venu and Lingarao, Amberpet division ings to North Constituency MLA and BJP Floor
president Siddharth Mudiraj, youth Ileaders Leader P. Vishnukumar Raju.
Bhavani, Suri, Rajesh, and others. Leaders, workers, and well-wishers from various
political parties also attended the programme in
large numbers to convey their New Year wishes to
MLA P. Vishnukumar Raju. The event was held in a
friendly and enthusiastic atmosphere.

Vijay Hazare Trophy: Sarfaraz powers Mumbai to 4th
straight victory, Maharashtra, Punjab score big wins

Jaipur:  Out-of-favour India batter added 70 runs for the second wicket Kashyap Bakle failed to build on their Punjab restrict Himachal Pradesh to 227,

Sarfaraz Khan smashed a blistering 157
off 75 balls as Mumbai defeated Goa by
87 runs in an Elite Group C clash of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy at the Jaipuria
Vidyalaya ground on Wednesday.
Sarfaraz, 27, reached his third List A cen-
tury in just 56 deliveries, as his explosive
knock, featuring nine fours and 14 sixes,
dismantled Goa's bowling attack.
Mumbai's middle order capitalised on the
conditions after Goa elected to field first.
Yashasvi Jaiswal, returning from acute
gastroenteritis, and Musheer Khan

before Jaiswal fell for 46. Brothers
Sarfaraz and Musheer then combined for
a 93-run third-wicket partnership before
the former cut loose. He scored 104 runs
off 46 balls against spinners Misal and
Lalit Yadav, while captain Shardul Thakur
plundered 26 runs in a single over from
Shubham Tari. Hardik Tamore's quickfire
53 off 28 balls and Tanush Kotian's
unbeaten 23 off 12 deliveries propelled
Mumbai to their second-highest List A
total. Chasing 445, Goa stumbled early
after openers Arjun Tendulkar and

starts. Abhinav Tejrana fought back with
a century off 70 balls, adding 117 runs
with Lalit for the fifth wicket. Captain
Deepraj Gaonkar's explosive 70 off 28
balls delayed the inevitable, but Goa
were eventually bowled out for 357, giv-
ing Mumbai their fourth straight win in the
tournament. Meanwhile, Punjab regis-
tered a convincing six-wicket victory over
Himachal Pradesh, thanks to Sukhdeep
Bajwa's four-wicket haul and fifties from
Prabhsimran Singh and Anmolpreet
Singh. Bajwa’s four wickets helped

with Naman Dhir chipping in by taking
two scalps. In reply, Punjab's batsmen
made light work of the target.
Prabhsimran top-scored with 84, while
Anmolpreet contributed a steady 72. Dhir
then completed an all-round perform-
ance by remaining unbeaten on 50 to
guide Punjab home with six wickets in
hand. On the other hand, Maharashtra
delivered a commanding all-round per-
formance to register a comprehensive
129-run victory over Uttarakhand.
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Why Madhuri Dixit doesn’t

want to remember her early

days in Bollywood without
vanity vans and luxuries

Al oy § |

Mumbai: Bollywood actress Madhuri Dixit recent-
ly opened up about her early days in the film
industry. Speaking exclusively to IANS, she
recalled a time when luxury and convenience on
sets were virtually non-existent. Talking about
shoots in places like Ooty, Madhuri reminisced
how actors and crew often had to make do with-
out vanity vans, proper amenities, or comforts,
with hairdressers and assistants braving the out-
doors just to keep everyone ready. While she
cherishes the passion that defined those times,
Madhuri admits she prefers not to dwell on those
days. However, the ‘Devdas’ actress also high-
lighted that the sacrifices made back then were
driven purely by a deep love for the craft.
Madhuri Dixit stated, “When we were shooting in
Ooty, we used to find some jungle to go to. And
then our hairdressers and all used to stand with
all shawls. | don't want to remember those days.
They were quite... But through it all, | think we
enjoyed ourselves. | mean, we loved what we
did. And we all came together because of that
love. And we were ready to make those sacri-
fices. At that time, we didn't even know it was
sacrifices. It was way of life at that time.”

The 'Hum Aapke Hain Koun' actress also spoke
about how filmmaking has evolved over the
years. She also reflected on the journey from her
debut film “Abodh” to her latest release drama
“‘Mrs Deshpande.” When asked what it was like
being directed in the 1980s and 1990s, and how
much the filmmaking landscape has changed
from “Abodh” to “Mrs Deshpande,” Dixit reflected
on the evolution of the industry over the years. I
think at that time there were only five or six very
organized producers, like Yash Chopra, B R
Chopra, Subhash Ghai, Rajshri Productions, and
a few more, and the rest was pretty unorganized.
Today, it is very organized. Back then, we relied
more on spontaneity; today, we can prepare for a
role. You get a script, along with amenities such
as the RVs, where you can chill after every shot
or get ready. At that time, we did not have all this;
we used to sit under the sun, with an umbrella
over our heads,” explained Madhuri.

Mumbai: Bollywood star Kareena Kapoor Khan
has taken to her social media account to reflect on
the year 2025, which she called ‘tough’ for her and
her entire family. Sharing a beautiful picture of her-
self posing with husband Saif Ali Khan, she wrote,
“‘As we sit down and reflect on the fact that we
made it to the last day of the year... we walked this
far.” The actress reflected on the lessons 2025
taught them. She wrote, “2025 has been a difficult
year for us, our children and our families... But we
went through it, heads held high, laughing and
holding on. We cried a lot, we prayed and now we
are here... 2025 taught us that human nature is
fearless, love will conquer all, and that children are
braver than we think. (sic)” Further expressing
gratitude to her fans and loved ones for being with
them through thick and thin, Kareena wrote, “We
want to thank our fans, our friends, and everyone
who stood by us and continues to support us...
and above all, the lord almighty.” As the Khan fam-
ily gears up to enter 2026, Kareena mentioned that
they are only filled with gratitude and positivity.

“We are entering 2026 with a renewed fire in our
bellies, immense gratitude and positivity, and an
undying passion for what we do best... the
movies... Like | always say, CHAR DI KALA.
Happy New Year, everyone...!” For the uninitiated,
Kareena's husband and Bollywood star Saif Ali
Khan was attacked by a burglar in January 2025 at
his own residence, following which he was hospi-
talised for nearly 10 days. The actor faced multiple
stab wounds and a spinal injury. Saif, months after
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Sankranthi 2026: Set for a
massive box-office clash

Sankranthi has long been
regarded as the most
lucrative and competitive
season for Telugu cinema,
traditionally accommodat-
ing two major star-driven
films along with a couple of
medium or small-budget
releases. However,
Sankranthi 2026 is shap-
ing up to be unprecedent-
ed, with an unusually
crowded release slate that
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includes big-ticket star
vehicles, promising
straight Telugu films, and
high-profile dubbed
releases.

Leading the race is

Prabhas’ The Raja Saab, a
much-anticipated enter-
tainer that marks the
superstar’s return to a fes-
tive release window after
years of pan-India specta-
cles. The film is expected
to draw massive fooffalls,
riding on Prabhas’ global
fan base and Sankranthi’s

-
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Megastar  Chiranjeevi’s
Mana Shankara Vara
Prasad Garu, directed by
Anil Ravipudi. Positioned
as a full-fledged family
entertainer, the film carries
enormous expectations as
it brings Chiranjeevi back
in a classic festive avatar
tailored for Sankranthi
crowds.

Adding youthful energy to

the season is Anaganaga
Oka Raju, starring Naveen
Polishetty. Slated as a
light-hearted family enter-
tainer, the film aims to cap-
italize on Naveen’s strong
connection with younger
audiences and urban fam-
ilies. Among the medium-
budget films, Bhartha
Mahasayulaku Wignyapthi
and Nari Nari Naduma
Murari are also locking the
festive window. These
films are expected to cater
to niche and family audi-
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Meanwhile, Sharwanand’s
Nari Nari Naduma Murari
had earlier been rumored
to skip the festival race,
but the makers have now
confirmed a Sankranthi
release and are set to
begin promotions this
week, firmly placing the
film in the competition. On
the dubbed front, two
major titles are entering
the fray. Jana Nayagan,
believed to be Vijay’s final
film, is expected to enjoy
strong traction among
Telugu audiences despite
being a dubbed release.
Meanwhile, Parasakthi,
featuring Siva
Karthikeyan, has already
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approach and perform-
ance-oriented narrative.

With  seven films
announced across straight
Telugu and dubbed cate-
gories, Sankranthi 2026 is
gearing up for a massive
box-office  battle. The
biggest challenge now lies
in theatre allocation and
show management, as
exhibitors juggle multiple
high-demand releases.
For audiences, however,
the festival promises a cin-
ematic feast, making
Sankranthi 2026 one of
the most exciting and com-
petitive seasons in recent
Telugu cinema history.

family audience pull.
Equally significant is

ences, adding variety to
the Sankranthi

lineup. jtg

generated curiosity due to
content-driven

Kareena Kapoor Khan calls 2025 a “difficult
year’ for her family: We cried a lot

the attack, for the first time, went on
record to elaborate on the terrifying
incident during an appearance on
the talk show 'Two Much with Kajol
and Twinkle', hosted by Kajol and
Twinkle Khanna. The actor had
revealed that along with him, his
younger son Jeh and their nanny
were among the victims of the knife
attack.

Recalling the incident while in con-
versation on the talk show, Saif
described how the event unfolded in
the middle of the night while his fam-
ily, including wife Kareena Kapoor
Khan and their children, were at
home. He said, “We had just gone to
sleep, and Kareena had been out,
and | had finished watching the
movies with the boys, and they had
gone to sleep. It was actually quite
late, around 2 o'clock in the morning.
Kareena came back, we had a small
chat, and then we went to sleep.” He
elaborated, “Suddenly the maid
came in, and she said that some-
body was there in Jeh's room and
asking for money. | barged into Jeh's
room in the dark, and | saw this guy
standing over his bed with a knife.”
Saif further explained that the
attacker had already injured Jeh and
was trying to flee. “While poking the
knife at Jeh and the nanny, he had
already slightly cut Jeh on his hand
and had also hurt the nanny while he
was poking a knife at them.”

He further said, “I kind of walked in,
and | saw this guy, and | thought that
he was smaller than me, which

means he was not very large, and so
| jumped on him. Jeh later told me
that it was a big mistake and sug-
gested that | should have punched
or kicked him or something. But |
jumped, and we started this fight,
and then we both went crazy. He
had these two knives, and he just
started slashing all over me, and |
tried to remember my training, and |
blocked him a couple of times here
and there. | suddenly felt this thump
in my back, and that was really very
hard and bad.” He added. “At that
point, he had cut me everywhere—
my neck and my back—and there

was blood everywhere.” Saif also
spoke about his son Taimur’s fear in
that moment. “l kind of looked at
Taimur, and Taimur looked at me
upstairs and said that, ‘Oh my God.’
He thought | was probably going to
die. | said, ‘No, | don't think so. But |
have got a pain in the back, and | am
not going to die. | am fine.”” Talking
about Kareena and Saif, the couple
are currently on a holiday where
they will be ringing in their New Year,
along with their kids Taimur and Jeh.
The actress has been sharing an
umpteen number of pictures from
their exotic vacation.
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