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Minister Rama Naidu
reviews water crisis

Bhimavaram: WithPalakollu town facing an acute
drinking water shortage over the past two days,
State Water Resources Minister Nimmala Rama
Naidu conducted a surprise inspection at the
municipal water works early on Sunday and
directed officials to take immediate corrective
measures. The minister arrived at the water
works around 5 am, riding an electric motorcycle
himself and inspected the water levels in the
drinking water ponds. He reviewed the present
storage position and discussed with officials how
many days the available water could be supplied
to the public. Expressing displeasure over the
lack of planning, the minister questioned officials
on why alternative arrangements had not been
made earlier despite the worsening situation. He
directed authorities to initiate emergency meas-
ures to prevent inconvenience to residents in the
coming days. Rama Naidu instructed officials to
take up borewell drilling works on a war footing
and remained at the water reservoir site for sev-
eral hours, guiding municipal officials and water
works staff on immediate action plans to ensure
an uninterrupted water supply. Later, he visited
the municipal office and held a review meeting
with officials and coalition leaders on ward-wise
drinking water requirements. He also brought the
issue to the attention of Municipal Administration
Minister P Narayana.  Addressing the media, the
minister appealed to residents not to panic and
advised people to use water carefully and avoid
wastage. He said arrangements were being made
to draw water through two borewells in the
Junnuru area and two more near L&T for public
supply. He also directed officials to immediately
repair damaged hand pumps in the town. As a
permanent solution to future drinking water prob-
lems, he said the government was planning a Rs
760 crore project to supply safe Godavari water
from Vijjeswaram to Palakollu. He alleged that
neglect of canal maintenance works during the
previous five years had worsened the situation,
adding that the coalition government was now
allocating substantial funds for canal develop-
ment. Municipal Commissioner Vijaya Saradhi,
Public Health Chief Engineer Sudhakar Rao, SE
Ratnakar Reddy and DE RV Vijay were present
during the inspection and review meeting. 

CM Revanth invited to
Yadagirigutta Vedic School

ceremony
Hyderabad: Endowments
Minister Konda Surekha
alongside priests of the
Yadagirigutta Sri Lakshmi
Narsimha Swamy temple
met Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy at his
Jubilee Hills residence to
invite him to the ground-
breaking ceremony of the
Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Vedic School.
This event alongside other developmental works
at the temple complex will be held at Yadagirigutta
on May 23. Those present included MPs Vem
Narender Reddy and Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy, Government Whip Beerla Ilaiah,
Endowments Principal Secretary Sailaja
Ramaiyyer, Commissioner Hanumantha Rao, and
Temple Executive Officer Bhavani Shankar In a
separate meeting, Minister Konda Surekha and
priests of the Sri Kaleshwara Mukteshwara
Swamy Devasthanam invited Revanth Reddy to
the Saraswati Antya Pushkarams. This religious
festival will be conducted from May 21 to June 1
at Kaleshwaram in Jayashankar Bhupalpally dis-
trict. Attendees included MP Vem Narender
Reddy, Sailaja Ramaiyer, Hanumantha Rao, and
Devasthanam Executive Officer Mahesh. These
invitations underscore the active involvement of
the state government in promoting cultural her-
itage and boosting spiritual tourism infrastructure
across prominent regional destinations. 

The Indian community in
Norway gave a warm wel-
come to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as he
arrived in Oslo for a State
visit. PM Modi greeted the
members of the Indian
diaspora as people gath-
ered to welcome him, carry-
ing Indian flags, with the
chants of 'Modi Modi'. The
Prime Minister witnessed a
cultural and musical per-
formance and also interact-
ed with girls who performed
Bharatnatyam to welcome
him. Earlier in the day, PM
Modi was welcomed by his
Norwegian counterpart
Jonas Gahr Store at the air-
port. PM Modi expressed
confidence that his visit
would strengthen the
friendship between the two
nations. During this visit,
the Prime Minister will
attend the third India-
Nordic Summit and hold
bilateral engagements. He
will call on King Harald V
and Queen Sonja and hold
bilateral talks with PM
Jonas Gahr Store. He will
also address the India-
Norway Business and
Research Summit along
with the Norwegian coun-
terpart, Jonas Gahr Store.

"I have landed in Oslo,
Norway. I am grateful for
the warm welcome from
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Store at the airport. This is
the first visit by an Indian
prime minister to Norway in
over 40 years. I am confi-
dent that the visit will
strengthen the friendship
between India and
Norway," PM Modi posted
on X. "I will meet Their
Majesties King Harald V
and Queen Sonja, and hold
talks with Prime Minister
Store. Tomorrow, the 19th,
the third India-Nordic
Summit will be held in Oslo.
It will be a good opportunity
to meet my Nordic col-
leagues," he added.
Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) called Norway a
"valued partner" for India
and stated that PM Modi's
visit will add fresh vigour to
the partnership between
the two nations. "God mor-
gen Norge! Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has arrived
in Oslo, Norway. In a spe-
cial gesture, he was
received by PM Jonas Gahr
Store at the airport. This is
PM Modi’s first visit to
Norway and a Prime
Ministerial visit from India to
Norway in 43 years," MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal posted on X.
"Norway is a valued partner
for India. Today, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
hold bilateral engagements,
and tomorrow, he will par-

ticipate in the 3rd India-
Nordic Summit. The visit is
set to add fresh vigour to
the India-Norway partner-
ship," he added. PM Modi
arrived in Norway for a two-
day official visit after con-
cluding his visit to Sweden.
This is PM Modi's first visit
to Norway and will also
mark the first Prime
Ministerial visit from India to
Norway in 43 years. In an
earlier statement, the MEA
stated, "The visit will pro-
vide an opportunity to
review the progress made
in India-Norway relations
and explore avenues to fur-
ther strengthen them, with
a focus on trade and invest-
ment, capitalising on the
India – EFTA Trade and
Economic Partnership
Agreement, as well as on
clean and green tech and
blue economy." "The visit
will also be an opportunity
to induce momentum in
bilateral trade worth around
USD 2.73 billion (2024),
and investments by
Norway’s Government
Pension Fund (GPFG) of
close to USD 28 billion in
the Indian capital market," it
added.  

India’s exports to scale $1 trillion
mark in FY27: Piyush Goyal

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Monday that India
is targeting exports worth $2 tril-
lion over the next five years,
while pegging the overall
exports target for FY27 at $1 tril-
lion. India's total exports of
goods and services increased to
an all-time high of $863 billion in
FY26 despite the uncertainties
in global markets triggered by
the US tariff turmoil and geopolitical tensions. The minister
said India continues to remain a bright spot amid global
geopolitical and economic uncertainty caused by the war in
Ukraine and tensions in West Asia due to the Iran war.
Addressing an event here, the minister said that India’s FTAs
now cover over two-thirds of global trade. The minister also
said that India’s free trade agreement with Oman is expected
to come into effect from June 1, while the FTAs signed with
other countries are also likely to be implemented this year
after the legal process is completed. India and Oman signed
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
on December 18, 2025, giving most Indian exports, including
textiles, duty-free access. The CEPA gives India zero-duty
access on 98.08 per cent of Oman’s tariff lines, covering
99.38 per cent of Indian exports by value. India will cut duties
on about 78 per cent of its tariff lines, covering nearly 95 per
cent of imports from Oman, with sensitive products given
access mainly through tariff-rate quotas. Talks for the free
trade agreement began in November 2023 and were suc-
cessfully wrapped up in August 2025 after five rounds of
negotiations. The total volume of trade between India and
Oman touched $10.61 billion in 2024-25, which represented a
growth of 18.6 per cent over the previous year. India has also
operationalised trade agreements with the UAE, Australia,
and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) bloc,
among others, while pacts with the European Union and the
United Kingdom are expected to come into force this year.
"Other FTAs, which are going through legal ratification, will
also start kicking in," Goyal said. The minister also released
the seventh Logistics Ease Across Different States LEADS-
2025 report and the 4th ceremony for Logistics Excellence,
Advancements, and Perform Shield- LEAPS 2025. He said
that the government has taken reducing logistics costs as an
urgent national mission to make India globally competitive. He
added that heavy investments are being made in infrastruc-
ture and delivery systems to ensure seamless logistics across
the country. Goyal highlighted that the country’s growth
remains strong, driven by continuous investments across sec-
tors, rapid innovation by startups, and competitive labour
costs backed by India’s skilled workforce.

PM Modi receives warm welcome
from Indian community in Norway

Bandi Bageerath arrested
during police naka bandi

Hyderabad: Bandi Sai Bageerath, the accused in a
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences case,
was arrested during security checks at
Manchirevula in Narsingi, Cyberabad police con-
firmed. Cyberabad Police Commissioner Ramesh
stated that based on reliable information, the Special
Operations Team apprehended Bageerath near
Tech Park under Narsingi police station limits at 8.15
pm on May 16. The suspect was taken into custody
and shifted to Petbasheerabad police station. The
accused was produced before the investigation offi-
cer, who examined him in the presence of panch wit-
nesses. Bageerath admitted to the offence, leading
to his formal arrest. Following a medical examina-
tion at a primary health centre in Medchal, he was
produced before the Medchal court, which remand-
ed him to 14 days of judicial custody until May 29.
He was subsequently shifted to Cherlapally Central
Prison. Prior to the arrest, special investigation
teams had issued two notices, searched locations
frequented by the suspect, and published a Lookout
Circular. Meanwhile, Petbasheerabad police have
registered cases against 27 social media accounts
for allegedly revealing the identity of the minor vic-
tim. The cases were booked under various sections
of the POCSO Act and IT Act, and an investigation
has commenced. Allegations suggest these digital
channels collected money from certain individuals
and intentionally broadcast personal details of the
victim. This action directly violates statutory provi-
sions that strictly guard the privacy of minors affect-
ed by sexual crimes. This decisive double action by
the police marks a critical turning point in the high-
profile case, ensuring legal processing for the pri-
mary offence while actively penalising social media
platforms that compromise victim anonymity.
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REVISION OF PUBLIC
TIME TABLE (PTT) 

TIMINGS OF TRAIN NO.
18525 BRAHMAPUR -

VISAKHAPATNAM
EXPRESS WITH EFFECT
FROM  20th JULY - 2026

It has been decided by the Railways to revise the
Public Time Table (PTT) Timings of Train No.
18525 Brahmapur – Visakhapatnam Express
with effect from 20th July 2026.  The revised tim-
ings of the said train details are furnished below:

The revised Public Time Table (PTT)Timings of
Train No.18525  Brahmapur - Visakhapatnam
Express leaving from Brahampur, with effect from
20.07.2026 departure with revised timing at 06:45
hrs, Ichchapuram arrival at 07:25 hrs and depar-
ture at 07:27 hrs, Sompeta arrival 07:43 hrs and
departure at 07:45 hrs, Palasa arrival at 08:20 hrs
and departure at 08:25 hrs, Naupada arrival at
08:45 hrs and departure at 08:47 hrs, Tilaru
arrival at 09:07 hrs and departure at 09:09 hrs,
Srikakulam Road arrival at 09.28 hrs and depar-
ture at 09:30 hrs, Ponduru arrival at 09:45 hrs
and departure at 09:45 hrs, Chipurupalli arrival at
10:03 hrs and departure at 10:05 hrs,
Vizianagaram arrival at 10:30 hrs and departure
at 10:35 hrs, Kottavalasa  arrival at 11:03 hrs and
departure at 11:05 hrs, Simhachalam arrival at
11:18 hrs and departure at 11:20 hrs  and
Visakhapatnam arrival at 12:00 hrs.
Passengers/ Rail users are requested to note the
changes in the Public Time Table (PTT) in the
NTES app or may enquire with unified enquiry
No.139 prior to commencement of journey to
avoid confusion.

Grant funds for 
construction of roads.

Mla Padmavati's plea to Sarpanch...
Kodada May 18 Metro morning..........

The sarpanchs of 6 villages have handed over a
petition to MLA Uttam Padmavati on Monday,
explaining the condition of roads in several vil-
lages under Munagala mandal and seeking to
grant funds for the construction of asphalt roads.
Sarpanchs met the MLA under the guidance of
Dr. Vemuri Satyanarayana, Sarpanch of
Narasimhapuram, in a meeting organized at the
Mothe mandal MPDO office.
It was explained that the main road from Kodada
to Ramapuram, Narasimhapuram, Arlagudem,
Ramachandranagar to Kondapuram has become
completely bogged down, due to which people
are facing severe difficulties. Also, they asked to
construct BT roads from Dwarkanagar to
Narasimhapuram and from there to Aakupamula.
The MLA responded positively to this and prom-
ised to grant funds. In this program, Akupamula
Sarpanch Vilasa Kavi Vasundhara, Ramesh
Raju, Kodandaramapuram Sarpanch Bobbili
Lavanya Venkatareddy, Ramapuram Sarpanch
Vemuri Satish, Arlegudem Sarpanch Gorre
Samatha, Nagaraju, Ramachandra Nagar
Sarpanch Payala Nagaraju, Narsimha. Puram
sub sarpanch Reddaboina Prashanth, former
sarpanch of Aakupamula Kesagani
Venkateshwarlu and others participated...... 

Hyderabad,  metro
udayam May 18: A one-
day national seminar on
“Gau in Indian Civilisation:
Historical, Cultural,
Heritage, Scientific and
Economic Perspectives”
was successfully organ-
ised jointly by the Itihas
Sankalan Samithi
(Bharateeya) and Hindu
Spiritual and Service
Foundation in Hyderabad,
drawing enthusiastic par-
ticipation from scholars,
scientists, academicians
and social activists from
various parts of the coun-
try. 
The seminar focused on
the historical, cultural, sci-
entific, agricultural, eco-
nomic and spiritual impor-
tance of indigenous cows

in Indian civilisation.
Speakers highlighted the
relevance of cow-based
sustainable practices in
healthcare, agriculture,
environmental protection
and rural development. 
The programme was
presided over by Prof. V.
Kishan Rao, President of
Itihas Sankalan Samithi,
Telangana State. Prof.
Guru Prasad Singh from
BHU, Varanasi and former
Director of the National
Dairy Development Board
attended as the Chief
Guest and spoke on the
significance of indigenous
cattle in Indian culture and
national development.
Prof. Dr. M.M. Rao deliv-
ered the keynote address,
focusing on scientific

research related to
Panchagavya and cow-
based agricultural sys-
tems. 
Research papers were
presented by distin-
guished scholars including
Prof. Dr. Jayateertha Rao,
Peketi Prasad, CA Jasrajji
Shrishrimal, Goswamy
Nitthala Gopala Krishna,
Sunil Mansinghka, Dr.
Gummadavelli Srinivas,
Dr. Suresh Jakotia, Dr.
Jaya Krishna, Dr. Sharad
Jahoorkar, Mousami
Singh, Aruna Jyothi, Anil
Kumar and Vijay Rama
Rao, among others. 
A major attraction of the
event was the historical
drama “Musunuri
Nayakulu”, presented by
Sai Prasad and team,

which received wide
appreciation from the
audience. The organisers
expressed gratitude to Sri
Sai Vara Prasad Garu,
President of the Seminar,
along with Prof. P.
Jalapathi (OU), Sri M.
Indu Shekhar Ji, Sri
Yadagiri Rao Garu, Sri A.
Keshava Raj Garu, Smt.
Laxmi Garu, Dr. Kavita
Garu and Smt. Saraswati
Garu for their contribution
and organisational sup-
port. 
The seminar concluded
with a call for greater
awareness on indigenous
cow protection and pro-
motion of Bharatiya
knowledge systems for
sustainable and healthy
living.

In line with the Government of
India’s initiatives to reduce fuel con-
sumption, combat global warming,
and promote environmental conser-
vation, Waltair Division of East
Coast Railway has launched a com-
prehensive campaign to encourage
sustainable practices and environ-
mental awareness among railway
employees, passengers, and the
general public.
As part of the initiative, E-Bicycles
were ceremonially handed over to
Waltair Division by Dr. Lankapalli
Bullayya College in support of eco-
friendly and sustainable mobility ini-
tiatives. The E-Bicycles were inau-
gurated by Shri Lalit Bohra,
Divisional Railway Manager, at the
DRM Office, Dondaparthi,
Visakhapatnam.
The programme was attended by
Dr. G. Madhu Kumar, Secretary &
Correspondent, Dr. Lankapalli
Bullayya College, along with other
dignitaries from the institution,
including Dr. G.S.K. Chakravarthy,
Principal (UG & PG), Prof. Deepak
Chowdary, Principal, Engineering

College, Mr. K. Someswara Reddy,
Principal, Junior College, and Mr.
V.V. Raja Rao, Dean – Public &
Corporate Relations.
Senior Railway officials present on
the occasion included Shri K. Rama
Rao, ADRM (Operations), Shri K.
Pavan Kumar, Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Branch
Officers, supervisors, and staff of
Waltair Division.
Appreciating the initiative taken by
Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College,
DRM Shri Lalit Bohra stated that
“the new revolution is electric, and
this is the right time to adopt sus-
tainable mobility solutions.” He said
that “Prabhat Pheri” awareness pro-
grammes on environmental conser-
vation would be conducted during
the campaign period using the
newly handed-over E-Bicycles
across various railway colonies and
railway premises. The initiative aims
to promote the use of environment-
friendly transport and encourage
reduction in fuel consumption and
carbon emissions.
Speaking on the occasion, the DRM

reiterated that Waltair Division
remains committed to promoting
green initiatives and expanding
environmental awareness activities
across stations, offices, railway
colonies, and other railway estab-
lishments throughout the Division.
Addressing the gathering at the
DRM Conference Hall, Prof.
Deepak Chowdary, Principal,
Engineering College, highlighted
the advantages of E-Bicycles as
eco-friendly vehicles suitable for
students and health-conscious citi-
zens. He stated that the vehicles
can run up to 30 kilometres on a sin-
gle charge and are equipped with
advanced safety features, quick
charging capability, and require nei-
ther a driving licence nor vehicle
registration.
To further strengthen the campaign,
Waltair Division will conduct work-
shops and sensitization pro-
grammes on climate action, waste
segregation, cleanliness, sustain-
able practices, and mass plantation
drives for railway employees during
the campaign period.

National Seminar on Indigenous Cows Highlights
Cultural, Scientific and Economic Significance
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Hyderabad: Senior CPI leader Dr K
Narayana made sharp remarks over
the Bandi Sai Bageerath case, ques-
tioning the credibility of the police
investigation and alleging failures on
the part of the state government, the
central government, and the judici-
ary.City & Local Guides
Speaking to the media on Sunday,

Narayana said that while the police
claimed to have arrested Sai
Bageerath near Charlapally, Union
Minister had publicly stated that he
himself handed over his son to the
police. He remarked that such contra-
dictory claims raise serious doubts
about the functioning and credibility of
the police machinery. Narayana fur-

ther stated that the inefficiency of the
judicial system was also exposed in
the case, noting that Sai Bageerath
had now become an accused. He
said that had the police acted prompt-
ly and made an arrest immediately
after the complaint was lodged, the
controversy could have been avoided
altogether. 

Narayana finds fault with police handling
Sai Bageerath’s case
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bZ'oj ftls lEeku nsuk pkgs rks iwjh
nqfu;k feydj Hkh viekfur ugha dj
ldrh vkSj ftls viekfur djuk pkgs
lEekfur ugha dj ldrhA--- 
¼'kdhy mokp &‰å‰½

ge vDlj ,d vjs-
fcd okD; lqurs jgrs gSaA "o rq'bt~tq
eu~ r'kk&m o rqftYyq eu~ r'kk&m"
bldk vFkZ gksrk gS ds "bt~tr vkSj
ftYyr vYykg ¼lEeku o vieku
bZ'oj½ ds gkFk esa gSaA ijekRek ftls
pkgs bTtr ¼lEeku½ ns vkSj ftls pkgs
ftYyr ¼vieku½ nsA" ;g okD; gS
ifo= dqjvku dkA bZ'oj ftls lEeku
nsuk pkgs rks iwjh nqfu;k feydj Hkh
mls viekfur ugha dj ldrh vkSj
bZ'oj ftls viekfur djuk pkgs rks
mls iwjh nqfu;k feydj Hkh lEekfur
ugha dj ldrhA

ifo= d?qjvku esa vk;k gS ds] "dfg, fd] ,s vYykg
¼ijekRek½! çHkqrk ds ekfyd! rw ftls pkgs jkt ns vkSj ftlls pkgs
jkt Nhu ys] vkSj rw ftls pkgs bt~tr ¼lEeku½ ns vkSj ftls pkgs
ftYyr ¼vieku½ nsA rsjs gh gkFk esa HkykbZ gSA cs'kd rw gj pht ij
iwjh 'kfä j[krk gSA" ¼ifo= d?qjvku] v/;k; Øekad 03] lqjkg vkys
bejku] vk;r Øekad 26½A bl vk;r esa dgk x;k ds vYykg ftls
pkgrk gS mls bt~tr nsrk gS vkSj ftls pkgrk gS ftYyr] ;g mldh
ethZA

vc bl mijksä vk;r lqjkg vkys bejku 3/26 dk
lkekU; dFku ¼"ftlspkgrk gS mls bt~tr ns---"½ dh jks'kuh esa bZ'oj dh
bPNk dk cgkuk nsdj og ftls pkgs bt~tr nsa] ftls pkgs ftYyr ns
;s mldh ethZ dgdj vius vkidks cpk ugha ldrsA ;g vk;r
bLykeh –f"V ls bZ'oj-bPNk dh lkoZHkkSfedrk crkrh gSA lkFk gh ifo=
d?qjvku Lo;a ;g crkrk gS fd vYykg ¼bZ'oj½ fdu deZ vkSj xq.kksa ds
dkj.k fdlh dks bt~tr nsrk gS vkSj fdu dkj.kksa ls bt~tr fNurh gSA
vFkkZr~ bt~tr dk iSekuk /kkfeZd-uSfrd ekunaM gSaA   

vc loky ;g gS ds] vYykg ¼bZ'oj½ fdls ilan
djrk gS\ ifo= d?qjvku ;g funsZ'k nsrk gS fd] vYykg ¼lq-½ mu
yksxksa dks ilan djrk gS tks Hkyk djrs gSa ¼2/195½A rkSck ¼ikiksa ij
i'pkrki½ djrs gSa] lkQ-lqFkjs O;ogkj j[krs gSa ¼2/222½A lcz djrs gSa
¼3/146½A vkSj U;k; djrs gSa ¼5/42½A bu xq.kksa ds dkj.k gh bZ'oj dh
vk¡[k esa çfr"Bk ¼bt~tr½ çkIr gksrh gSA lkFk gh] vYykg ¼lq -½ Hkjkslk
j[kus okys ¼oQknkj½ yksxksa dks vYykg ¼bZ'oj½ ilan djrk gS
¼3:159½A vkSj ijgstxkjksa ¼ikiksa djus ls Hk; j[kus okyksa½ dks Hkh ilan
djrk gS ¼3/76½A

vkSj tks iSxacj eqgEen ¼lYy-½ dh jkg ij pyrs gSa]
mudh iSuh vuqdj.kh;rk ds dkj.k vYykg ¼lq-½ muls eksgCcr djrk gS
";fn rqe vYykg ls eksgCcr djrs gks rks esjh ijokg djks] vYykg
rqels eksgCcr djsxk" ¼3:31½A bu mijksä xq.kksa ls gh bZ'oj dh utj
esa lPph çfr"Bk ¼bt~tr½ feyrh gSA ;kus vYykg ¼lq-½ mijksä xq.kksa ds
ekfyd dks] vkSj mijksä 'kqHk deksaZ ds drkZ dks ilan djrk gS vkSj mls
bTtr nsrk gSA

nwljh vksj] vYykg fdu yksxksa dks ilan ugha djrk\
ifo= d?qjvku ls ;g Hkh ns[ksaxsA vYykg ¼bZ'oj½ mUgsa ilan ugha djrk
tks yksx nwljksa ij tqYe djrs gSa] muds vf/kdkj Nhurs gSa ;k vU;k;
djrs gSaA ¼3/57½A vkSj mudks Hkh ilan ugha djrk tks yksx [kqn dks
nwljksa ls cM+k le>rs gSa] viuh nkSyr] in ;k fdlh vkSj dkj.k ls
?keaM djrs gSa vkSj nwljksa dks uhpk fn[kkrs gSa ¼16/23½A vkSj tks yksx
vekur esa [k;kur djrs gSa] okns rksM+rs gSa vkSj balkuksa ;k vYykg¼lq-½
ds lkFk /kks[kk djrs gSa vkSj nxkckt] fo'okl?kkrh dks vYykg ¼lq-½
ilan ugha djrk ¼8/58½A

vkSj tks yksx /kkfeZd lhekvksa dks rksM+rs gSa] pkgs og
/keZ ds ekeyksa esa gks] vkilh ckrphr esa gks ;k ;q) ds fu;eksa esa] mudks
Hkh vYykg ¼lq-½ ilan ugha djrk ¼2/190½A vkSj tks yksx lekt esa
uQjr] naxs] >wB vkSj cqjkbZ QSykdj 'kkafr O;oLFkk dks fcxkM+rs gSa mUgsa
ilan ugha djrk ¼5/64½A vkSj mUgsa Hkh ilan ugha djrk tks yksx
fQtwy [kphZ djus okys] /ku] Hkkstu] ikuh ;k vU; lalk/kuksa dks fcuk
otg cckZn djrs gSa ¼6/141½A vkSj uk'kqØ xqtkj ¼—r?u½ yksxksa dks Hkh
vYykg ¼lq-½ dHkh ilan ugha djrkA ¼2/276½A ;kuh ds] gesa feyus okyh
bt~tr ¼lEeku½ gks ;k ftYyr ¼vieku½ nksuksa gekjs gh deZQy gSA

&M‚- eksgEen 'kdhy rkteksgEen tkQjh ¼'kdhy eapjh½] eapj]
iq.ks ¼egkjk"Vª½] Hkkjr

Millennials-The Backbone
Beyond
Automation
Millennials are the genera-
tion that cannot be replaced
by AI.They grew up learning
life without shortcuts. They
understand struggle,
patience, and responsibility
deeply. Before automation,
they already mastered hard
work.They worked through
pressure without giving up
easily. They stayed consis-
tent even during difficult phases of life. AI can perform
tasks faster, but it cannot carry human resilience.
Machines may automate work, but they cannot
replace dedication. Millennials know how to survive
uncertainty and still move forward. They adapted
from offline life to the digital world successfully. This
generation values effort more than instant success.
They understand loyalty, ownership, and commitment
at work. Even during stress, they continue showing
up every day. They balance career pressure with
family responsibilities silently. AI follows commands,
but Millennials handle emotions and people. Their
patience was built through years of real-life chal-
lenges. They earned success step by step, not
overnight.Technology may evolve, but human deter-
mination still matters. Millennials are not afraid of AI
because they adapt quickly too. Hard work, consis-
tency, and dedication will always keep them irre-
placeable.

In a world driven by automation, Millennials remain
the proof that means resilience, patience, and human
dedication will always be more powerful than any
machine.

Kotha Viritha
Psychology, Body Language, Human Behavior from

IIT Kanpur, Guwahati & Kharagpur

SILENT SOLITUDE
I love loneliness 
I love silent solitude 
Of a still-born babe.

I see in it
Soothing seas
Comfort
From chaos.
I am sick 
Of teaming 
Platforms, 
Crowded airports,
Babbling Houses.

I love not
The cries
In the labour
But The after sleep 
Of the babe
And its mom.

I love not
The jackfruit 
But the one
From the stomach
Of elephants,
Empty silence
Of a fruit, 
Small but satisfied 
Itself and 
A big belly.

I love not
Starry jazz nights 
But nightly stars
Of shiny silence
Of a space graveyard.

M SOMASEKHAR PRASAD 
HOD DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH RETD 

GANDHINAGAR 
HYDERABAD 500020
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from across India and abroad are
expected to visit the shrine during
this period to seek blessings and
witness the rare manifestation of
Lord Shiva at the temple.

The Rudranath pilgrimage is also
known for its challenging yet scenic
trekking route through rugged
mountain trails and dense alpine
landscapes. The journey offers
devotees a unique blend of spiritu-
ality, adventure, and natural beauty.
With the ceremonial opening of the
shrine, this year’s annual
Rudranath pilgrimage has officially
commenced.

The Panch Kedar comprises five
major temples dedicated to Lord
Shiva, all located in the Garhwal
Himalayas of Uttarakhand.
According to Hindu mythology, the
temples were established by the
Pandava brothers, who sought
redemption after the Kurukshetra
war.

The five sacred shrines of the
Panch Kedar include Kedarnath
Temple, the principal and most
famous shrine representing the
hump of the divine bull; Tungnath
Temple, regarded as the world’s
highest Shiva temple and repre-
senting the arms of the bull;
Rudranath Temple, symbolising the
face of the bull; Madhyamaheshwar
Temple, representing the navel; and
Kalpeshwar Temple, where Lord
Shiva’s matted hair is worshipped.

The Char Dham Yatra, one of the

most sacred pilgrimages for
Hindus, is witnessing a record
surge in the number of devotees
visiting the four holy shrines --
Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and
Yamunotri.

Devotees are arriving in droves,
with as many as 80,000 in a single
day. The pilgrimage committee has
pegged the total number of pilgrims
visiting the Char Dham at 12.62
lakh till May 14. Notably, the portals
of Gangotri and Yamunotri temples
were opened on April 19 amid the
chanting of Vedic hymns, while
those of Kedarnath and Badrinath
shrines opened on April 22 and
April 23.

According to available estimates,
more than 12.62 lakh pilgrims have
undertaken the Char Dham Yatra,

with daily footfall hovering around
70,000 to 80,000.

An entry of over 1.21 lakh vehicles
was also recorded, indicating the
number of pilgrims arriving in their
private cars.

On May 13, more than 13,000
devotees offered prayers at
Yamunotri and Gangotri Dham
each, over 32,000 at Kedarnath,
and over 21,000 at Badrinath
Dham. The figure, cumulatively,
accounted for 80,405 pilgrims.

Out of 12.62 lakh in total, over two
lakh devotees visited Yamunotri
and Gangotri each, while more than
five lakh reached Kedarnath and
over three lakh paid obeisance at
Badrinath Dham.

The gates of the world-renowned Rudranath Temple in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli district, revered as the Fourth
Kedar, were opened on Monday for devotees amid elab-
orate Vedic rituals, chanting of mantras, and traditional
religious ceremonies.

A large number of devotees, saints, and local residents
gathered to witness the grand spiritual occasion. As the
gates of the temple opened, the entire Himalayan valley
echoed with chants of “Har Har Mahadev” and “Jai Baba
Rudranath”, creating an atmosphere filled with devotion
and spiritual fervour.

The sacred Rudranath Temple holds a special place
among the revered Panch Kedar shrines, where Lord
Shiva is worshipped in his Ekanan Swaroop, or facial
manifestation. Situated amid the majestic Himalayan
peaks, the temple is renowned for its spiritual signifi-
cance, breathtaking natural beauty, and mystical aura.

With the opening of the temple gates, regular prayers
and religious rituals dedicated to Lord Shiva will now
continue for the next six months. Thousands of devotees

Gates of Rudranath
Temple open amid chants

of ‘Har Har Mahadev’
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Inauguration of 'Country
First' poster under the
leadership of Colonel 

Dr. Macherla Bikshapathi

Jangaon, May 18,Metroudayam:
With national development and public welfare as the
main objective, a poster titled 'Country First' was
unveiled under the leadership of eminent public doc-
tors Colonel Dr. Macharla Bikshapathi. The program
was held in a grand manner at Ayushman Hospital in
Janagama on Monday.  For the economic develop-
ment of the country and for the protection of the envi-
ronment, many important points are being brought to
the public through this poster. The important points
of the poster are giving priority to 'work from home'
policy as much as possible. Stop buying gold, refrain
from buying gold for one year in view of the country's
economy, reduce the use of petrol and diesel, use
the public transport system as much as possible,
significantly reduce the use of cooking oil, chemical
fertilisers. The implementation poster included
reducing consumption and moving towards
nature/natural cultivation, reducing the use of foreign
branded products, favoring indigenous products,
and avoiding foreign trips for one year unless
absolutely necessary.
Speaking on the occasion, Colonel Dr. Macharla
Bikshapati said that the progress of the country
requires the participation of every citizen, that is why
we have undertaken this awareness program with
the slogan 'Country First'.  He disclosed that in the
coming days,meetings will be held at the field level
to create awareness among people.It is followed by
the Poets, artists, intellectuals G. Krishna, Ayla
Somanarsimhachari, Mangalampalli Raju,
Pottabattini Bhaskar, Thallapalli Laxman Goud,
Chilumoju Saikiran, Rangaraju Prasad participated
in this program.

Tirupati: Balancing spiritu-
al activity with environ-
mental conservation, the
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
Forest Department has
emerged as a key protec-
tor of the ecologically sen-
sitive Seshachalam Hills.
It has been safeguarding
vast stretches of greenery
and wildlife while support-
ing millions of pilgrims vis-
iting Tirumala every year.
Established in 1980, the
department has been
managing and preserving
the sacred forest ecosys-
tem spread across the
Eastern Ghats. The
forests under TTD jurisdic-
tion extend over nearly
2,719 hectares, of which
around 2,431 hectares
remain under forest vege-
tation. According to the
latest India State of Forest
Report, forest cover within
TTD limits stands at 89.40
percent, placing the insti-
tution among the leading
organisations in the coun-
try in terms of green cover
management. The dense
forests play a crucial role
in biodiversity conserva-
tion, carbon storage and
climate regulation.  To
strengthen forest protec-
tion, the department has

deployed round-the-clock
flying squad teams to
patrol vulnerable areas
and prevent illegal tree
felling and poaching. Fire
prevention remains anoth-
er major focus, with about
26.5 kilometres of fire
lines maintained every
year to check the spread
of summer forest fires.
The department has also
launched a major ecologi-
cal restoration initiative by
replacing exotic Acacia
plantations with indige-
nous tree species across
576 hectares. Native vari-
eties such as peepal,
banyan, red sanders, san-
dalwood, mango, goose-
berry, jamun and champak
are being planted in phas-
es, with plantation works
already completed in 22
hectares. Special nurs-

eries functioning in all four
forest ranges under TTD
are raising medicinal,
ornamental and native
plant species to support
afforestation and greenery
development projects in
Tirumala and Tirupati. The
Forest Department func-
tions under the supervi-
sion of the Deputy
Conservator of Forests
through four forest ranges
— two each in Tirumala
and Tirupati.The
Seshachalam forests are
home to rich wildlife,
including elephants, leop-
ards, bears and snakes.
To minimise human-ani-
mal conflict during sum-
mer, the department has
been creating water-filled
saucer pits in forest areas
so that animals do not
venture into human habi-

tations in search of water.
Three dedicated snake
rescue teams remain on
alert in queue line areas to
respond swiftly to snake
sightings and ensure pil-
grim safety. The depart-
ment also undertakes
trimming of roadside
branches, removal of dan-
gerous trees and clear-
ance of fallen trees after
heavy rains and storms.
Besides conservation, the
department supports tem-
ple rituals by supplying
sandalwood logs, fire-
wood, darbha grass and
other materials required
for religious ceremonies. It
also maintains greenery
projects, including 24 kilo-
metres of road dividers
and 25 gardens in
Tirumala and Tirupati. The
TTD reveals that several
initiatives, including
Pavitra Vanam, Divya
Oushadha Vanam and the
Palamaneru Timber
Plantation programme in
collaboration with the
Wildlife Institute of India,
are currently underway to
enhance greenery and
reduce wildlife conflict
while preserving the
sacred natural heritage of
the Seshachalam Hills for
future generations.

On International Museum
Day 2026, discover how
Bengal’s Joydeep is pre-
serving India’s lost musi-
cal heritage through a
unique museum dedicated
to extinct traditional instru-
ments. By Staff
Correspondent, Kolkata?
As the world celebrates
International Museum Day
today, highlighting the
power of museums to
educate, preserve, and
inspire, a quiet revolution
is playing out inside a res-
idential home in Bengal.
Multi-instrumentalist and
researcher Pandit
Joydeep Mukherjee has
transformed his personal
space into a sanctum
sanctorum of India’s for-
gotten musical heritage.
Hosting an extraordinary
collection of rare, histori-
cal, and once-extinct
instruments spanning
from the 17th century to
the modern era, this
unique archive functions
not as a silent graveyard
of wood and strings, but
as a living, breathing labo-
ratory of sound.? At the
heart of Mukherjee’s
curated home-museum is
an unparalleled assembly
of stringed instruments
that charts the evolution of
the Senia Shahjehanpur
Gharana. The private col-
lection boasts 11 historic
Sarods charting the tech-
nological and acoustic
changes of the last 200
years, alongside four
majestic Sursingars track-
ing the last century and a
half of Dhrupad heritage.?

Guarding the Legacy of a
Maestro? Beyond the

sheer antiquity of the
instruments, the museum
serves as the ultimate
repository for the genius
of Mukherjee’s Dadaguru
(grand-guru), the leg-
endary Sarod maestro
Pandit Radhika Mohan
Maitra.? Among the crown
jewels of the archive are
three revolutionary hybrid
instruments originally con-
ceptualized by Maitra mid-
century to bridge the gap
between historical reso-
nance and modern playa-
bility: The Mohanveena:
Invented by Maitra in 1948
and officially named by All
India Radio’s Thakur
Jaidev Singh, this 100%
indigenous stringed instru-
ment fuses the deep,
meditative tonality of the
Veena and Sursingar with
the swift execution of the
Sarod. The Dilbahar: A
fascinating 1956 creation
that masterfully amalga-
mates the structural bril-
liance of the Sarod and
the Surbahar, featuring
frets and a goatskin res-
onator.

The Nabadeepa:
Designed between 1962
and 1967 as a minimized,
child-friendly adaptation of
the humongous Sursingar,
allowing younger disciples
to grasp the heavy
demands of classical
music. Rounding out this
historical sanctuary are
traditional Veena
Tanpuras and centuries-
old ancestral precursors
that trace how the Middle
Eastern Rabab evolved
into the contemporary
Indian Sarod.? From
Artifacts to Living

Patents? What sets
Mukherjee’s repository
apart from conventional
institutional museums is
its operational philosophy.
"These instruments are
the echoes of our ances-
tors," says Mukherjee, an
engineer and MBA who
used his technical back-
ground in acoustics to
master instrument restora-
tion. "A conventional
museum keeps heritage
locked under glass. My
goal was to bring these
forgotten tunes back to
the global stage."?

Mukherjee’s four decade-
long crusade has yielded
spectacular results.
Working alongside rural
master-craftsmen in
Bengal, he didn't just pre-
serve these items; he
modernized their
ergonomics. By replacing
archaic components like
animal gut strings with
advanced bronze alloys
and optimizing structural
engineering, Mukherjee
has successfully patented

the designs for seven of
these instruments—
including the Sursingar,
Mohanveena, Dilbahar,
and Nabadeepa. His mon-
umental efforts to revive
these extinct voices even
earned high praise from
the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in a
national Mann Ki Baat
address.? The True Spirit
of Preservation? On
International Museum Day
2026, as global cultural
institutions discuss digiti-
zation and accessibility,
this private archive in
Bengal offers a master-
class in active preserva-
tion. It stands as a
reminder that the true soul
of an ancient musical
instrument does not lie in
its visual form, but in the
air it vibrates and the sto-
ries it sings. Through this
home museum, the his-
toric sounds of the 17th
century are no longer a
lost chapter of history—
they are the soundtrack of
the future.

Seshachalam hills thrive under
TTD’s green protection measures

International Museum Day 2026:
Joydeep’s Unique Bengal Museum

Preserves India’s Lost Musical Heritage

Indian-origin golfer Aaron
Rai captures maiden PGA

Championship title
Aaron Rai produced the defining moment of his career at
the 2026 PGA Championship, sealing his maiden major
crown with a sensational late flourish at Aronimink Golf
Club. The Englishman entered the closing stretch of
Sunday’s final round with a narrow advantage, but it was
his remarkable birdie putt on the par-3 17th that effec-
tively settled the tournament. Facing a daunting 68-foot
attempt with the pressure of a major title hanging over
him, Rai rolled the putt in to spark huge celebrations from
the galleries and move three shots clear of the chasing
pack. That moment gave the Wolverhampton-born golfer
enough breathing room heading to the 18th, where a
composed par finish secured both the championship and
the iconic Wanamaker Trophy. In doing so, Rai became
the first English winner of the PGA Championship since
Jim Barnes lifted the title more than a century ago in
1919. Rai closed the week at nine-under-par, finishing
three strokes ahead of a group tied for second place. Alex
Smalley, who had held the overnight clubhouse lead after
the third round, carded an even-par final round to end at
six under alongside Jon Rahm, who posted a two-under
68 on Sunday. Matti Schmid, who began the final day as
Rai’s closest challenger, slipped back after the decisive
stretch and eventually shared third place at five under
with Ludvig Åberg and Justin Thomas. For Rai, whose
2026 campaign had largely been filled with inconsistency
and missed opportunities, the victory marked a dramatic
turnaround on one of golf’s biggest stages. “It’s very sur-
real. It’s been a frustrating season, so to be stood here is
outside of my wildest imagination,” Rai said after the win.
The 31-year-old also reflected on the deeper lessons the
sport has taught him throughout his journey to major suc-
cess. “Golf is an amazing game. It teaches you so many
things, and it teaches you so much humility, discipline and
absolute hard work, because nothing is ever given in this
game. No matter what level you’re playing, no matter
what course you’re playing on. 
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Hyderabad: Withthe
process of government for-
mation in Kerala expected
to conclude on Monday, the
Congress high command is
likely to shift its focus
towards the much-awaited
Cabinet reshuffle and
expansion in Telangana
state.Local Job Listings The
recent meeting of Parigi
MLA T Rammohan Reddy
with Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha in New Delhi,
along with his family mem-
bers, seeking a berth in the
Cabinet headed by Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy,
has fuelled speculations
that the Cabinet expansion
may take place either before
June 2 - Telangana
Formation Day - or shortly
thereafter. Political circles
are abuzz with reports that
Munugode MLA
Komatireddy Rajgopal
Reddy may be inducted into
the Cabinet during the pro-
posed expansion. According
to Congress leaders, the
party leadership is keen on
honouring assurances given

to several senior leaders
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions.
Party insiders point out that

the Congress has already
fulfilled some of its pre-poll
commitments with regard to
the Cabinet and appointing
former GHMC mayor
Gadwal Vijayalaxmi as
chairperson of the
Telangana State Women’s
Commission. On similar
lines, the party leadership is
reportedly considering a

ministerial berth for
Rajgopal Reddy this time.
Observers pointed out that
the Munugode MLA, who
used to be vocal in criticis-
ing the party and the gov-
ernment, has noticeably
remained silent in recent
weeks, suggesting that he
may have received positive
signals from the Congress
high command. Election
Coverage Hub Revenue,
Housing, Information and
Public Relations Minister

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy
reacted cautiously to specu-
lations concerning Cabinet
expansion. During his inter-
action with media persons
on Saturday, he remarked in
a lighter vein that there was
no immediate need for
Cabinet expansion or
reshuffle as the government
was functioning smoothly.
On speculation that he
might lose some of his pres-
ent portfolios and that he
could be assigned the
Municipal Administration
Department, Ponguleti
laughed it off, saying the
media appeared to possess
information that neither he
nor the Chief Minister had.
There are two vacant posi-
tions in the Telangana
Cabinet. The party may fill
these vacancies, while
reshuffling the portfolios of
existing ministers. In the
process, there is a possibili-
ty that one or two sitting
ministers may lose their
posts to accommodate new
leaders in the Cabinet.

Hyderabad: AIMIM
Nampally MLA Mohammed
Majid Hussain sharply criti-
cised cow vigilantes for
allegedly creating chaos
over a vehicle carrying ply-
wood by falsely claiming
that it was transporting
cows. The MLA termed the
police handling of the situa-
tion as “cowardly” and
demanded that communal
history sheets be opened
against those involved in
stone-pelting.
\Tension prevailed in
Gudimalkapur on Saturday
night after stone pelting
broke out between two
groups over suspicion that a
lorry was transporting cattle.
According to the police, lorry
carrying plywood was
stopped by a group of cow
vigilantes, who suspected
that cattle were being trans-
ported in the vehicle. An
argument reportedly broke

out between the occupants
of the lorry and the group
that intercepted it. On
receiving the information,
the police rushed to the spot
and tried to disperse the
mob. At least two policemen
sustained injuries in the
stone pelting, several per-
sons suffered injuries and
many vehicles damaged
during stone pelting.

Senior police officials
rushed additional forces to
assist the local police. Majid
Hussain also reached the
spot and pacified the peo-
ple. The MLA himself board-
ed the lorry and travelled in
the vehicle for some dis-
tance. He alleged that the
police failed to handle the
situation. He demanded
stringent action, including
the opening of communal
sheets against those
involved in the attack on the
lorry. Majid Hussain alleged

that Gau Rakshaks were
trying to vitiate the peaceful
atmosphere in the city by
resorting to such attacks.
He demanded that the
police act with an iron hand
against the miscreants to
prevent any law-and-order
problem. “The police have
done the worst possible
control. When there was a

complaint and sloganeering
by people those cattle were
being transported, where
was the police,” he asked.
Later, Joint Commissioner
of Police Tafseer Iqbal
reached the spot and held
talks with the MLA and
assured to investigate the
case thoroughly. 

NDA leaders on Monday hailed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi being con-
ferred Sweden’s highest civilian hon-
our, the ‘Royal Order of the Polar Star’
Commander Grand Cross, calling it a
moment of pride and recognition for
the entire nation.
Reacting to the honour, BJP leader
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain said Prime
Minister Modi is recognised as a glob-
al leader by other countries and seen
as a ray of hope during times of crisis.
“Every country sees PM Modi as the
world’s leader, and in a global crisis,
PM Modi is seen as a ray of hope. This
is not just the honour of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, but the honour of the
people of the country,” Hussain told
IANS.
BJP spokesperson R.P. Singh
described the recognition as a reflec-
tion of India’s growing stature on the
global stage.
“That this is the 31st international hon-
our received by the Prime Minister. He
is being recognised for his work
towards peace, and that India’s global
stature is now being acknowledged
worldwide,” Singh said.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak also congratulated the
Prime Minister on receiving the presti-
gious honour. “...I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the Prime Minister,”
Pathak said.
JD(U) Chief Spokesperson Neeraj
Kumar said the honour brought pride
to every Indian citizen. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the democratically
elected leader chosen by 140 crore
people of this country. It is a matter of
pride for the nation that he has been
honoured with Sweden’s Royal Order
of the Polar Star. The leader of 140
crore Indians becoming a shining star

for other nations is a matter of self-
respect and pride for every citizen of
India, irrespective of religion or caste,”
he told IANS.
Prime Minister Modi received the
‘Royal Order of Polar Star’
Commander Grand Cross during his
official visit to Sweden on Sunday.
The honour, considered Sweden’s
highest recognition that can be con-
ferred upon a Head of Government,
was presented to PM Modi by Crown
Princess Victoria during a ceremony
held at the County Governor’s resi-
dence in the presence of Swedish
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson.
This marks the 31st international hon-
our conferred upon PM Modi.
According to the Swedish Prime
Minister’s Office, Swedish King Carl
XVI Gustaf decided to confer the
‘Royal Order of the Polar Star’
Commander Grand Cross upon the
Indian Prime Minister.
Instituted in 1748, the Order of the
Polar Star is awarded to individuals for
their personal endeavours for Sweden
or Swedish interests, the Swedish
PM’s office stated.

Bring BRS back to
power to put Hyd on
path of devpt: KTR

Hyderabad:
B R S
W o r k i n g
P r e s i d e n t
KTR on
Sunday stat-
ed that
returning the
BRS govern-
ment to
power under the leadership of KCR is the
only way to put Hyderabad back on the path
of development. Speaking at the Mana
Booth - Mana Badhyata programme in LB
Nagar constituency alongside local MLA
Sudheer Reddy, KTR asserted that since
the Congress party assumed office, the cap-
ital city has plunged into a complete crisis.
He remarked that the city has fallen into a
dire state where basic civic amenities are
completely neglected by the current admin-
istration. Rao lashed out at Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, accusing him of making
futile attempts to create a Future City while
entirely neglecting the existing city. KTR crit-
icised the Chief Minister, alleging he is inca-
pable of managing the current urban infra-
structure and is attempting to engage in real
estate business under the guise of building a
Fourth City. He expressed deep anguish
over the Congress administration, stating
that over a period of two and a half years, it
deployed bulldozers against the homes of
the poor on weekends and holidays, demol-
ishing thousands of houses. In contrast, he
commended the transformation of LB Nagar,
achieved through thousands of crores of Rs
allocated under KCR and the local legislator.
He stressed the need to remind the public of
these welfare initiatives. KTR highlighted
that construction of the Telangana Institute
of Medical Sciences hospital in
Gaddiannaram has ground to a complete
standstill, warning of massive protests
against these delays. Finally, regarding the
Special Intensive Revision, he instructed
booth agents to work diligently, visiting every
household to ensure no voter is unjustly
deleted from the rolls before elections.

Welfare residential
schools get Rs 221.24

cr fund push

Hyderabad: Ina major relief for Welfare
Residential Educational Institutions across
Telangana, the State Government has
decided to ensure timely release of funds
towards diet charges, cosmetic charges,
and building rents for Gurukul and
Residential Schools functioning under SC,
ST, BC, Minority Welfare, and Education
Departments.Tourist Destinations The deci-
sion has been taken to strengthen welfare
residential institutions and improve the living
and learning conditions of students belong-
ing to marginalised and vulnerable commu-
nities. Earlier, payments towards these com-
ponents were reportedly delayed by nearly
eight to nine months, leading to difficulties in
the smooth functioning of residential schools
and hostels. To address the issue, Deputy
Chief Minister and Finance Minister took
special initiative to streamline the payment
process. -The government initially shifted to
a quarterly release system and has now fur-
ther reduced the cycle to monthly payments.
The initiative was also announced by the
Deputy Chief Minister during the 2026–27
Budget presentation. Officials stated that
timely release of funds would ensure unin-
terrupted supply of nutritious food, proper
maintenance of hostel facilities, payment of
building rents, and provision of essential
amenities to students studying in welfare
institutions. The move is expected to
improve student welfare, academic atmos-
phere, and learning outcomes significantly.
The government reiterated that Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka are committed to providing qual-
ity education and better residential facilities
for students from marginalized communities,
enabling their holistic development and
empowerment. 

Telangana Cabinet expansion
on high command’s radar

Suspected cattle transportation
sparks tension at Gudimalkapur

‘World sees PM Modi as ray of hope’: NDA leaders hail
Sweden’s highest honour conferred on Prime Minister
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APNGGOs demand
immediate appointment

of PRC chairman

Vijayawada: Andhra Pradesh Non-Gazetted
and Gazetted Officers (APNGGOs)
Association State president A Vidyasagar
has urged the State government to immedi-
ately appoint Pay Revision Commission
(PRC) chairman and announce Interim Relief
(IR) for employees awaiting wage revision
since 2023. Addressing the State executive
meeting of the association at NGO Home in
Gandhinagar, Vijayawada, on Sunday,
Vidyasagar said the delay in constituting the
PRC had created uncertainty among employ-
ees regarding revised pay scales. He noted
that Telangana had already constituted a
PRC in 2023, while the Centre had initiated
the process for the 2026 pay revision.
The State executive unanimously resolved to
press the government for immediate appoint-
ment of the PRC chairman and early imple-
mentation of wage revision benefits. The
association welcomed the government’s pos-
itive approach towards clearing pending
employee dues and appreciated the release
of nearly Rs 21,000 crore towards arrears.
The meeting also discussed several pending
demands, including implementation of
Memo-57 by bringing pre-2004 notified can-
didates under the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS), enhancement of retirement age for
contract and outsourcing employees from 60
to 62 years, regularisation of contract staff,
notional increments and promotions for vil-
lage and ward secretariat employees and
additional pension benefits for pensioners.
The executive opposed disciplinary action
against employees based on IVRS calls and
said punitive measures like suspensions
solely based on the system were not justi-
fied. Members urged the government to
improve transparency and efficiency in the
IVRS mechanism instead of imposing harsh
action on employees. Concerns were also
raised regarding deficiencies in the employ-
ees’ health card system. State general secre-
tary DV Ramana expressed hope that the
government would soon issue favourable
orders on pending employee-related issues.
State vice-president V Dastagiri Reddy,
organising secretary K Jagadeeswara Rao,
treasurer Bharathi Prasad and other execu-
tive members participated in the meeting. 

Vijayawada: Krishna district
collector DK Balaji partici-
pated in the ‘Whitathon’
awareness run organised
by LV Prasad Eye Institute
at its Kode Venkatadri
Chowdary Campus in
Vijayawada on Sunday to
create awareness on
retinoblastoma, a rare form
of eye cancer affecting chil-
dren. The event was con-
ducted at Anumolu Grounds
in Tadigadapa near
Vijayawada, where the
Collector flagged off the run
as the chief guest. He also
personally registered for the
marathon and took part in
the run, encouraging partic-
ipants and highlighting the
importance of public aware-
ness on childhood eye can-
cer. Around 600 people par-
ticipated in the programme,
including LVPEI Vijayawada

campus head Dr Anasuya
Ganguly, Network
Associate Director Venkata
Kiran Penneru, Assistant
Director (Administration)
Mohammed Jani, represen-
tatives of the institute and
members of the public.
Anumolu Prabhakar, who
provided the venue for the
event, also participated in
the programme. Speaking
on the occasion, Collector
Balaji underlined the signifi-
cance of early diagnosis
and proper treatment of eye
cancer in children. He
called upon people to
spread awareness so that
no child loses vision or life
due to lack of timely treat-
ment and urged everyone to
work collectively towards
increasing awareness
about childhood eye cancer.
Dr Anasuya Ganguly said

the annual Whitathon is
aimed at spreading aware-
ness about retinoblastoma
and mobilising support for
children suffering from the
disease. She emphasised
that retinoblastoma can be
cured if detected early and

treated promptly. Later, col-
lector Balaj, Dr Anasuya
Ganguly, and other distin-
guished guests presented
prizes to the winners who
performed well in the
Whitathon.

Machilipatnam: YSRCP leader and
former Minister Perni Venkatramaiah
(Nani) has criticised Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu of once again
conspiring to privatise APSRTC by
using electric buses and the free bus
scheme for women as excuse.
Speaking to the media here on
Sunday, Perni Nani said
Chandrababu has always been a
threat to RTC whenever he comes to
power and alleged that the coalition
government is now preparing the
ground to hand over RTC operations
to private players. He said
Chandrababu had already attempted
to privatise RTC in 2004, but could not
succeed because Dr YS Rajasekhara
Reddy came to power and protected
the corporation. Today, the same
Chandrababu is again trying to weak-
en RTC and blame women’s free bus
travel scheme for the financial crisis.
Perni Nani questioned why the coali-
tion government claims it cannot oper-
ate electric buses when the previous
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy government
successfully purchased and operated
100 electric buses, including 50 buses
for Tirumala services, after giving
proper training to RTC drivers.
He said those buses are still running
successfully even today. He stated
that Chandrababu left RTC in a disas-

trous condition in 2019 with nearly Rs
9,000 crore liabilities, including Rs
6,300 crore operational debt and over
Rs 3,300 crore pending dues to
employees.
The YSRCP leader said YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy not only merged
55,000 RTC employees into the gov-
ernment system but also reduced
RTC debt burden drastically to around
Rs 2,000 – Rs 2,500 crore by the end
of his tenure.
He questioned why banks are now
unwilling to lend to RTC if the coalition
government claims the corporation is
financially stable. He stated that
instead of reimbursing RTC properly
for zero-ticket travel issued under the
women’s free bus scheme, the gov-
ernment is deliberately starving the

corporation financially to justify privati-
sation later. He accused
Chandrababu of treating RTC like
TDP’s private property while never
genuinely strengthening the organisa-
tion.
Perni Nani also took sharp exception
to the remarks made by Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan regarding
harassment of Jana Sena cadre by
TDP leaders. He questioned why
Pawan remained silent for nearly two
years despite repeatedly admitting
that Jana Sena workers were facing
humiliation, attacks, and political
harassment from TDP leaders.
Referring to incidents in
Machilipatnam and elsewhere, he
said Jana Sena activists were suffer-
ing while Pawan Kalyan continued to
remain in the coalition government
without taking action.
He further reminded that the plan to
form an anti-YSRCP alliance was not
new and had already been openly
declared during the Ippatam meeting
itself.
Perni Nani said Pawan Kalyan’s latest
comments about ‘contesting alone’
sounded hollow and politically incon-
sistent, as the coalition strategy
against YSRCP had been decided
long ago.

Awareness run on childhood
eye cancer organised

Chandrababu plotting RTC privatisation,
alleges Perni Nani

In a major step towards provid-
ing a clean and corruption-free
administration in the state, the
West Bengal government on
Monday appointed a set of West
Bengal Civil Service (WBCS)
officers as “executive assistants”
to ministers in the newly formed
cabinet led by Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari.

The selections were reportedly
made from among bureaucrats
known for clean, transparent,
and politically neutral service
records.

The State Personnel and
Administrative Reforms
Department issued a notification
announcing the appointments
and directed the officers to
assume their new responsibili-
ties at the earliest.

Biswanath Chowdhury, a 2013-
batch WBCS officer, has been
appointed executive assistant to
Panchayat Affairs and Rural
Development Minister Dilip
Ghosh. Chowdhury is currently

serving as deputy secretary to
the Hooghly Zilla Parishad.

Krishna Chandra Munda, a
2016-batch WBCS officer, has
been appointed executive assis-

tant to Backward Classes
Development Minister Khudiram
Tudu. He is presently posted as
deputy magistrate-cum-deputy
collector in Bankura district.

Another 2016-batch officer,
Kaushik Kumar Maiti, has been
appointed executive assistant to
Food & Supplies and
Cooperation Minister Ashok
Kirtaniya. Maiti is currently serv-
ing as the district planning officer
of South 24 Parganas.

A senior official at Nabanna said
that the officers were selected
after a review of their service
records, with priority given to
those known for integrity, trans-
parency and an impartial admin-
istrative image.

Since the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) formed its first govern-

ment in West Bengal after
Independence, the new adminis-
tration has initiated wide-ranging
changes in the state’s bureau-
cratic structure.

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari
has already begun reorganising
both the Chief Minister’s Office
and the state secretariat, with
multiple transfers and adminis-
trative reshuffles carried out over
the past few weeks.

The government has also ended
the extended tenure of as many
as 243 bureaucrats above the
age of 60 who had continued in
service during the previous
regime led by Mamata Banerjee.
In addition, two IAS officers were
recently appointed to the Chief
Minister’s Office.
---------

Suvendu Adhikari govt taps clean-image
officers for key cabinet support roles
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Ram Pothineni turns
director; comes with a
psychological action

thriller

Ram Pothineni has taken a major leap in his
career by stepping into the director’s chair
for his upcoming film #RAPO23. The
Energetic Star, known for constantly experi-
menting with his craft, officially announced
the ambitious project on the occasion of his
birthday, creating huge excitement among
fans and movie lovers. After impressing
audiences as a lyricist and singer in his pre-
vious film Andhra King Taluka, Ram is now
set to explore filmmaking with a stylish psy-
chological action thriller, a genre rarely
attempted in Telugu cinema. The actor has
reportedly conceived the story himself and
will also headline the film in a completely
new avatar as “Veera.” Produced by Krishna
Pothineni under the newly launched Rapo
Cinematics banner, #RAPO23 marks a sig-
nificant milestone in Ram’s career. With this
move, he joins the list of Telugu stars who
turned directors, including legendary names
like N. T. Rama Rao, Krishna, and Pawan
Kalyan. The makers also unveiled an
intense birthday special poster featuring
Ram from the back in a rugged leather jack-
et. The bold red “V” in the backdrop symbol-
izes Veera’s rebellious and dangerous per-
sonality, while the tagline “The Story of a
Lone Wolf” hints at a dark psychological nar-
rative set in a crime-ridden urban world. The
film’s regular shooting is expected to begin
in June, with the team targeting a theatrical
release in December this year. Details
regarding the supporting cast and technical
crew will be announced soon.

Another Mythri deal for
Vijay Deverakonda? 

Looks like Vijay
D e v e r a k o n d a
and Mythri
Movie Makers
are not done
with each other
yet. Even while
the actor is jug-
gling his upcom-
ing films
Ranabaali and
R o w d y
J a n a r d h a n ,
strong industry
gossip suggests
that another
interesting col-
laboration is
already brewing behind the scenes. Vijay
has shared a long association with Mythri
Movie Makers over the years. Their earlier
outing Dear Comrade failed to make the
expected impact at the box office, while their
ambitious bike-racing project Hero was
shelved midway, leaving fans disappointed.
However, the duo reunited for Ranabaali, a
big-budget period drama directed by Rahul
Sankrityan, and insiders say the bond
between the actor and the banner has only
become stronger. Now, the latest Tollywood
buzz is that sensational filmmaker Sai
Rajesh, who shot to fame with Baby, is in
advanced talks to direct Vijay Deverakonda
in a fresh project under the Mythri banner.
Though nothing has been officially con-
firmed yet, discussions are reportedly pro-
gressing quickly. Sai Rajesh is currently
occupied with the Hindi remake of Baby, but
sources claim the Vijay project could be for-
mally announced before the end of this year.
If the combo materializes, it is expected to
be one of the most talked-about collabora-
tions in Tollywood circles.

Ram Charan is gearing up to create a
massive box office impact with his
much-awaited rustic sports drama
Peddi. Following the strong response
to the film’s glimpses, the makers
have now kickstarted large-scale pan-
India promotions, taking anticipation
for the project to the next level.
Directed by Buchi Babu Sana and
produced by Venkat Satish Kilaru
under the Vriddhi Cinemas banner,
Peddi is being mounted as a grand
visual spectacle with world-class pro-
duction values. The makers have offi-
cially announced that the theatrical
trailer will be unveiled at a grand
launch event in Mumbai on May 18.
Ahead of the trailer release, the team
dropped a powerful introduction video
featuring Kannada superstar Shiva
Rajkumar as “Gournaidu.” The video
showcases the veteran actor in an
intense wrestling arena sequence,

highlighting the commanding pres-
ence and strength of his character.
His rugged look and powerful screen
presence have already created a
strong buzz among fans. The film
stars Janhvi Kapoor as the female
lead, while Jagapathi Babu and
Divyenndu Sharma play key support-
ing roles. Backed by Mythri Movie
Makers and Sukumar Writings, the
film boasts an impressive technical
crew, including cinematographer R.
Rathnavelu, production designer
Avinash Kolla, and National Award-
winning editor Navin Nooli. The mak-
ers revealed that the film’s final edit
has already been locked, with post-
production progressing rapidly. Peddi
is scheduled for a worldwide theatri-
cal release on June 4, 2026, while
premiere shows will begin a day earli-
er on June 3.

Chennai: Actor-politician
and Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) chief Kamal Haasan
has submitted a six-point
memorandum to Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay, seeking
major policy interventions
aimed at revitalising the
Tamil film industry. The pro-
posals include the launch of
a state-owned OTT plat-
form, tax relief measures,
stronger anti-piracy
enforcement, and incen-
tives to support film produc-
tion and theatre owners.
Haasan met the Chief
Minister late Saturday and
detailed his demands
through a post on X on
Sunday, describing the rec-
ommendations as meas-
ures intended to strengthen
the future of Tamil cinema
and protect the interests of
all stakeholders connected
to the industry. One of the
key proposals put forward
by the actor was the cre-
ation of a government-
backed OTT platform that
would provide Tamil audi-
ences with affordable
access to Tamil films, inde-

pendent productions and
documentaries. “I request
the Tamil Nadu government
to launch a state-owned
OTT platform where Tamil
audiences could access
Tamil cinema, independent
films and documentaries at
affordable and subsidised
rates,” Haasan said. 
He also called for the aboli-
tion of the existing four per
cent local body entertain-
ment tax, arguing that the
burden of rising production
expenses and increasing
operational costs for the-

atres and distributors has
significantly impacted the
industry. According to
Haasan, removing the tax
would provide much-need-
ed financial relief to film-
makers and exhibitors
struggling with increasing
costs.

The MNM chief further
stressed the need for
stronger action against dig-
ital piracy, which he said
continues to cause heavy
losses to the film industry.
He urged the government
to establish a dedicated

anti-piracy enforcement
wing within the Tamil Nadu
Police Cyber Crime
Department with powers to
enable real-time takedowns
of pirated content. To
improve theatre revenues,
Haasan also requested
permission for theatres
across Tamil Nadu to
screen five shows daily for
all films. He additionally
proposed making an eight-
week mandatory OTT
release window for films
released in the state to pro-
tect theatre owners and dis-
tributors from losing rev-
enue due to early digital
releases. Haasan’s final
recommendation was the
introduction of a film pro-
duction incentive scheme
aimed at restoring Tamil
Nadu as a leading film pro-
duction hub, while also
generating employment
opportunities and promot-
ing tourism across the
state. MNM, which is an ally
of the DMK, did not contest
the 2026 Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections.

Mumbai: Singer Chinmayi
Sripaada garnered a lot of
praise for her dubbing for
Trisha’s character, Preethi,
in "Karuppu". However,
through her latest social
media post, the singer went
on to admit that she was
actually ‘afraid’ to talk about
it. Taking to her official X
(Formerly known as Twitter)
account, Chinmayi wrote,
“Strange I am readying
myself saying this... I was
genuinely afraid this time,
of sharing that I dubbed in
Karuppu (sic).” Chinmayi
shared that she has known
the director of "Karuppu",
Balaji , and his wife, Divya
Nagarajan, for a long time,
and hence did not wish for
them to face any backlash,
like the team of "Leo", when
also she had dubbed for
Trisha. Expressing herself,
she went on to write, “I
have known R J Balaji a
long time - he and his wife,

are such lovely people and
RJB himself, is someone
whose entire life is such a
story of grit, determination
and a man working so, very
hard to make his dreams
come true. Maybe because
I knew him and his family
so well, that I was scared
for him of what pushbacks
he will get based on the
experience last time with
Leo."
Chinmayi further stated that
a few of the scenes from
"Karuppu" even worked as
a trigger for her.

Her post read, “I remember
crying buckets dubbing a
couple of scenes in the film
- it was a massive trigger,
almost like I saw everything
play out from the past, on
the big screen.” Towards
the end, Chinmayi
expressed her gratitude to
Balaji for giving her the
opportunity to dub for

Trisha. “And I hope
Karuppu saami will help me
work in my home ground,
without fear and work with-
out having to be scared of
what will happen next. May
God help Unban me and
the others who have been
banned from working, for
years. #Karuppu
Blockbuster," she conclud-
ed. Refreshing your memo-
ry, Chinmayi was expelled

from the Tamil Dubbing
Union back in 2018 after
she raised her voice
against sexual harassment
in the industry during the
#MeToo movement.
However, despite the ban,
filmmaker Lokesh
Kanagaraj and producer
Lalit Kumar asked
Chinmayi to dub for Trisha
in "Leo".

Shiva Rajkumar’s powerful
look from ‘Peddi’ unveiled

Kamal Haasan urges Vijay govt to launch OTT 
platform, submits 6-point push for Tamil cinema

Chinmayi reveals why she was ‘afraid’ to
admit she dubbed for Trisha in 'Karuppu'
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‘If Dhoni doesn’t play against
SRH, he’ll come back next

year,’ says Harbhajan
Former India cricketer
Harbhajan Singh made a
passionate appeal to MS
Dhoni ahead of Chennai
Super Kings’ final home
match of the IPL 2026
season, and has urged
him to play, saying that
he’ll be fulfilling his prom-
ise to the fans by playing
his career’s final game at
the MA Chidambaram
Stadium. Harbhajan also
noted that if the former
CSK skipper doesn’t play
on Monday could also
mean that he’d come back
for the 2027 season to keep up his promise. Dhoni has
not played a single game this season due to a calf
injury, but with CSK set to face Sunrisers Hyderabad in
Chennai on Monday, speculation around a possible
farewell appearance has intensified once again. Local
Job Listings Speaking before the game, Harbhajan
reflected on Dhoni’s long-standing connection with
Chennai and admitted the occasion feels significant
given the uncertainty surrounding the former India cap-
tain’s future.  “Look, he had said earlier that he would
like to play his final match against Chennai, at
Chennai’s ground. And now that time has come — this
is the last match in Chennai. It’s possible that we may
see Thala playing on Monday for the last time, and
maybe this Chennai crowd will also be watching him
play for the final time. And if he doesn’t play, then it
means he’ll come back again next year. Then he’ll say,
‘Next year, you’ll see me playing my last match.’ You
never know with him, but hopefully he will play,”
Harbhajan said on JioHotstar. Harbhajan then deliv-
ered a humorous yet heartfelt message directly aimed
at his former teammate, urging him to take the field
one more time for the fans. “Brother, just play tomor-
row, Dhoni, please play. Otherwise I’ll come to your
Chennai, and if needed, I’ll drag you onto the ground
myself and ask you to play,” he said.  The comments
have added further emotion to an already highly antic-
ipated evening at Chepauk, where supporters are
expected to turn up in huge numbers, hoping to catch
a glimpse of “Thala” in CSK colours again. Dhoni him-
self had spoken about the possibility of ending his T20
career in Chennai during the franchise’s IPL title cele-
brations back in 2021. At the time, he suggested he
wanted his final appearance in the format to be at
Chepauk, although he remained uncertain when that
moment would arrive. "I have always planned my crick-
et. The last game I played was in Ranchi. The last
home game in ODI was at my hometown in Ranchi.
So, hopefully, my last T20 will be in Chennai. Whether
it's next year or in five years' time, we don't really
know," Dhoni had said.

India’s leading men’s doubles
combination of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
will skip the upcoming Malaysia
Masters as the pair continues to
carefully manage their schedule
following an encouraging run to
the Thailand Open final.
After settling for silver on
Sunday, the Indian duo con-
firmed they will not compete in
Malaysia and will instead return
for the Singapore, Indonesia and
Australia legs of the tour.
“No, we are not playing
Malaysia. We are playing
Singapore, Indonesia, and
Australia,” Reddy mentioned
after the contest.
The decision comes after Satwik
and Chirag showed signs of
rediscovering rhythm and confi-
dence during their campaign in
Thailand, where they reached
their first final in recent weeks
before losing 21-12, 25-23 to
Indonesia’s Leo Rolly Carnando
and Daniel Marthin in a high-
speed contest at Nimibutr
Stadium.
While the opening game slipped
away quickly, the Indian duo
mounted a spirited fightback in
the second, saving four champi-

onship points before narrowly
falling short. Reflecting on the
match, Shetty admitted the pace
of the conditions made it difficult
for the pair to settle early.
“Yeah, I think we didn't start off
that well. Shuttles were quite fast
and we were trying to keep it low
as much as possible. But we
were always on the back foot.
But second game we were tak-
ing the shuttle a lot higher and
mixing it up with some flicks as
well. But in the end, it wasn't
enough,” Shetty said.
The Indians initially struggled to
adapt to both the shuttle's speed

and the aggressive style
imposed by the Indonesian pair,
particularly on the faster side of
the court.
“Yeah, on the first side we
played on the faster side. It was
a little difficult for us to control.
They took us into their game
style and it was tough. But it took
time for us to adjust. The way we
played the second game, I think
a little bit sharper in those few
points, maybe we could have
won the third game,” Reddy
said.
Much of the final unfolded at blis-
tering pace around the net, with

very few lifted exchanges as
both pairs attempted to maintain
attacking control throughout the
rallies.
“Hardly. The shuttles were also
quite fast. When the shuttles
were new, it was really really fast
and it was very difficult to adjust.
And the rallies were so fast that
you didn't really know how hard
you need to hit to control it. But it
was quite fast today compared
to the rest of the game,” Shetty
said.
Despite the disappointment of
missing out on the title, the
Indian pair viewed the week as
another important step in regain-
ing the sharpness and belief that
had previously made them one
of the world’s most dangerous
doubles teams.
Reddy acknowledged that confi-
dence had dipped over recent
months, but felt the partnership
was steadily moving back
towards its best level.
“Except today, the way we
played, I think we are getting
back that touch. I think we
should believe more and be con-
fident on court rather than play-
ing 50-50. I feel like from the
starting onward, we are 50 when

we enter on the court. But
before, one year back, we were
always 90% confident. But we
are getting back that confidence.
So happy with how we played
this weekend. It's more about
mental rather than physical I
think. But things have started
working to ourselves. I think
maybe sooner or later, very
soon, we will be on the winning
side rather than second. But
happy,” Reddy said.
Shetty echoed that assessment
and pointed to India’s recent
Thomas Cup campaign as a
turning point in helping the pair
regain trust in their game.
“Yeah, I think in the start of the
year, we played well like I said
before. But slowly we are getting
back the confidence I feel.
Especially after the Thomas
Cup, we felt a lot more confident
in our game. Although we lost
today, but I think we could go
on,” Shetty said. Although the
Thailand Open ended with
another runners-up finish, the
week offered encouraging signs
for the Indian duo ahead of a
demanding stretch of tourna-
ments later in the season.

Satwik-Chirag pull out of Malaysia
Masters after Thailand Open silver

New Delhi: Former
England captain Michael
Vaughan has raised con-
cerns over England’s han-
dling of Jofra Archer
ahead of the home Test
series against New
Zealand, arguing that
centrally contracted play-
ers should not remain
committed to franchise
cricket when international
duty is around the corner.
England begin their sum-
mer campaign with the
first Test against New
Zealand at Lord’s on June
4, but Archer was not
included in the squad
announced by the ECB.
The fast bowler continues
to be managed carefully
after a long spell on the
sidelines due to injuries,
even as he remains
involved in the IPL.
Vaughan believes the
issue extends beyond
Archer himself and
reflects a broader sched-
uling and contractual
dilemma within English
cricket as he questioned
the understanding
between the ECB and
BCCI that has enabled
England players to stay
for the full IPL season
despite the overlap with
the Test calendar.
“I’m sure he’ll be in the

squad (for the second
Test). It comes midway
through June. I think we
have a problem in English
cricket at the moment
because Jofra was obvi-
ously staying for the full
IPL. There’s some con-
tract that the ECB have
done with the BCCI that’s

allowing all our players to
stay for the duration,”
Vaughan told Cricbuzz.
Archer’s absence has
attracted attention, given
his record in red-ball
cricket, particularly at
Lord’s, where he has pre-
viously delivered some of
his most memorable per-
formances for England.
Vaughan argued that cen-
tral contracts should carry
more weight when nation-
al commitments are
involved. “If that’s the
case, I have a problem
with England’s contracts
because Jofra has been
looked after by them for a
few years now on a very
handsome contract. So
who holds the key to that?
I believe the international
contract outweighs any
franchise,” Vaughan
added.

The former skipper
stressed that he is not
against franchise
leagues, acknowledging
the opportunities they cre-

ate for players around the
world. However, he
warned that international
cricket risks losing its pri-
ority if boards continue
allowing scheduling con-
flicts of this nature. “Look,
all these franchise
leagues are fantastic. I
love them for the players.
But I do feel that if we
start to put domestic
leagues over and above a
Test match, I think there’s
a real problem now,” he
stated. Vaughan also
pointed to the difficult bal-
ancing act players face
when bilateral schedules
collide with lucrative T20
competitions. According
to him, the ECB must
establish clearer priorities
regarding player availabil-
ity. “England have got to
make a decision because
many have spoken out
about it in the last week,
rightfully so, because we
feel that if you’re playing
for England in your Test
match, players should be

back home playing for
England. That’s what your
central contract says you
should be doing,” he
noted.

He suggested that if the
ECB intends to consis-
tently permit players to
complete IPL commit-
ments, England’s domes-
tic international calendar
may need to be adjusted
accordingly, saying, “If
there is an agreement that
the ECB have done with
the BCCI, well, I think
you’ve got to start your
Test summer somewhere
a little bit later then.”
Vaughan also framed the
debate from the perspec-
tive of England’s leader-
ship group, insisting the
team should want its
strongest attack available
from the opening game of
the series. “If I was Rob
Key, the director of crick-
et, or Brendon McCullum,
the coach, I would want
my best bowler playing in
that first Test against New
Zealand at Lord’s. Not
here,” Vaughan opined.
For Vaughan, the wider
concern lies in preserving
the value and standing of
Test cricket amid the
growing influence of fran-
chise leagues across the
calendar, as he said, “We
want to see our best play-
ers playing Test match
cricket. Those staying,
they’re continuing to play
the longest format of the
game. I want to see them
playing for their country.”

Vaughan questions ECB
over Archer’s stay ahead

of England’s Test summer


